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REMEMBER
TO

Check your Address

on the back cover to see when

your DUES EXPIRE.

The 30th AACS Alumni

Association Convention &

Reunion was another great 

gathering for our members.

We enjoyed great food, great

company and the sites in 

Covington & Cincinnati

September 2007
Plan now on coming to the 31st

AACS Convention/Reunion in 
Las Vegas, Nevada.

The Circus Hotel & Casino,
September 24 - September 28, 2007.
(These dates are Monday - Friday)

Monday – Early check-in.
Tuesday – Regular check-in

Wednesday – Tours, Golf & “Prayer Supper”
Thursday Morning: – Breakfast, General
Meeting, Memorial Service,  & State of

AF Air Traffic Control

Thursday Night: “Banquet”, State of Air
Force Communications & LOTS MORE-

Stay tuned........

Chris Miller, Bill Moseley & Andy Agan
will be hosting this conventions/reunion 
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AACS PAGE OF HONOR

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION HALL OF FAME

Foundation Setters
Brig. General Billy Mitchell, General Edwin W. Rawlings, Lt. General Harold W. Grant,

*Lt. General Lee Paschall, Maj. General Harold M. McClelland, Maj. General Robert Sadler

Class of 1999 Class of 2000 Class of 2001
* Lt. General Lee M. Paschall Lt. General Winston D. Powers *Lt. General James S. Cassity

Maj. General  Robert Edge *Lt. General Robert H. Ludwig
*Brig. General Ivan L. Farman *CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer

*Colonel Glenn Giddings
Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*Lt. General  Richard Klocko General Robert T. Herres *Lt General John S. Fairfield
Lt. General Gordon Gould Lt .General Gordon A. Blake Maj. General John Paul Hyde
Maj. General Paul Stoney Maj. General Daniel C. Doubleday

*Maj. General Jack B. Robbins
*Brig .General Haskell E. “Hack” Neal

Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class of 2007
Lt. General Albert Edmonds Maj. General Francis L. Ankenbrandt Maj. General John T. Randerson

*Lt General Carl O’Berry Maj. General John B. Bestic Colonel James R. Lauducci
*Mr. Tom Yium *Maj. General Rupert H. Burris CMSgt. Charles E. Teston

*Colonel Derrel L. Dempsey
*CMSgt William Bethea

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HALL OF HONOR
Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer *Colonel Robert M. Brewer *Larry Camp * Colonel Garland B. Hilton
MSgt. Joseph J. Duffy Maj. General Gerald L. Prather

*Mr. Thomas S. Snyder
Class of 2005 Class of 2006

*Lt. General Harry Raduege *Colonel Derrel Dempsey
* Colonel David Kovach *CMSgt Walt McLain

*Chaplain (Colonel) P.C. Brown
*CMSgt William Bethea

* Rocco Sansone

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*Colonel Ted V. Carlson Colonel Bernard U. Glettler *Claire B. Lofchie * Major C.B. Maginnis
*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer * John A. Milano * Mrs. Nancy Donnell

*Lt. General Lee Paschall
* Maj. General Gerald L. Prather

* CMSgt Jim VanDyne

Class of 2005 Class of 2006
*Lt. Colonel Richard W. Frye *”Smitty” McClellan

*George Villa *Shirley Beauchum
*Mary Lou Brewer

THOMAS F. BUCKLEY AACS SERVICE AWARD
Class of 2003 Class of 2004 Class of 2005 Class of 2006

*Monika Buckley *James J. Duffy *Richard Gillis *Robert Akard

* Was or are members of the AACS Alumni Association. Note: 16 of the 26 or 61.5% of the incumbents in the Air Force
Communications/Information Hall of Fame were or are AACS Alumni Association Members.
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2007 Air Force Communications/Information
Hall of Fame

The following individuals were inducted into
the “Hall of Fame”, Class of 2007

2007 Air Force Communications/Information
Hall of Fame

The following individuals were inducted into
the “Hall of Fame”, Class of 2007

Congratulations to all these outstanding individuals and their
families.  Their service and dedication to the Air Force and to

our country is much appreciated.

You can visit the AF Hall of Fame by visiting the AACS Web Site
(www.aacsalumni.com) and clicking on the AFCA link or going

direct to http://public.afca.af.mil/hall_of_fame.htm

Maj. General John T. Randerson Colonel James R. Lauducci CMSgt. Charles E. Teston

The C-47 flying over the
Circus Circus Hotel in

Las Vegas was submitted by
Jesse Callahan, a AACS

Life Member.
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From the Desk of the Executive Director

This will be my last article as the Executive Director.  As you know, our Constitution and By-Laws
restrict serving for more than 4 consecutive years.  I initially served as the Executive Director
from 1998-2001 and again began this tenure in 2006.  When I agreed
to service once again, it was under the stipulation that I would only serve the first two years and
then not seek re-election again.  At the 2007 Annual AACS Convention/Reunion in Las Vegas we
will be electing a new Executive Director.  I have been privileged to have served with two out-
standing Boards of Directors.  They really do make it easy for the Executive Director to perform
and enjoy the work that is involved with the AACS Alumni Association.

Our Association has come a long way from 1977 when it was created by ex-AACS personnel who had the vision of
what we would become.  They left us a legacy and a road map to follow and I am proud to say, that all of us who
have followed the initial leadership have stayed the course to make our Association viable for the years to come.

As most of you know, our motto is “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” and it’s fair to say that at our annual con-
ventions/reunions, we have a great mix of ex-Privates to Generals, ex-crypto operators to maintenance men (and
of course Air Traffic Controllers).  The blending of all these different ranks and skills is like making a fine wine...it
only gets better with age.  

I urge all AACS Alumni members who have not experienced attending one of our annual conventions/reunions to
do so before it’s too late.  The fellowship, respect and just plain old good company is hard to beat.  

Thanks for all your support and encouragement during my tenure as the Executive Director in the best Alumni
Association in the Air Force.  I will be keeping my old job as Editor/Publisher of the AACS Communicator, so
please keep those stories and photo’s coming.  “You are the AACS Alumni Association”

Sincerely,

Hank Sauer
Executive Director

2007 Board of Director Nominations

The AACS Board of Directors Nominating Committee, consisting of Duke Snyder, Bill Wallace and John Watson have
reviewed those individual nominated by other AACS Alumni Members for Board of Director Positions that will be
voted on by the members present at the 2007 General/Business Meeting in Las Vegas in September 2007.

The committee followed the criteria established in the “Nominating Committee’s Charter” that requires a review of
the individuals experience and qualifications to perform the duties for each of the board positions.  Of significant
importance is the time that the individual will have to spend to adequately perform. Based on known vacancies for
Board of Director positions, the following individuals have been nominated and have agreed to run for the posi-
tions indicated.

Executive Director:  Stan Phillips
Vice Director:  Bill Bethea
Executive Secretary:  Bob Akard
Sgt-at-Arms:  Gen Prather

In accordance with our AACS Constitution and By-Laws there will temporary appointments of some Board of
Director Positions after the vote on the above positions.   Some individuals will require votes again in 2008 to
maintain the mandatory year sequence of elections in order to stagger the dates for replacing/voting on board
members.  i.e., Hank Sauer will be temporarily appointed as the Editor/Publisher for this indefinite position until
formerly voted on in 2008.
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“PLEASE READ – THIS IS A FIRST” 

Help support the “AACS Alumni Association”

This is our First ever request for “Donations” to help support the Alumni
Association.  We reported in the November 2006 AACS Communicator, that the
BOD has approved the soliciting of funds to support the long term goals of the
Association.  Because of our aging membership of WWII and Korean Veterans, and
the loss of Communications Unit integrity, our membership will continue to dwin-
dle. While the number of Life Members continues to increase, it results in a loss of
annual operating funds. We are embarking on new ways to “recruit” ex- AACS,
AFCS and AFCC veterans and those young officers and airman serving today.  We
want to pass on to them an “AACS Alumni Association” that will be a viable organ-
ization and one that will provide them with the same fellowship and comradely
that we have enjoyed since 1977.   If you care to give, only give what you can
afford.  Other than the names of those who donate, no dollar amounts will be
published and all donations are IRS allowed Tax-deductible.

*********************************cut out and mail***********************************

Full NAME:_________________________________________________________________

Mailing
Address:___________________________________________________________________

Amount Donated:

$25_______, $50_______, $75______, $100______ Other $_________

Do you want a Tax Donation Receipt:  yes_____no_______

Please make checks out to:  AACS Alumni Association and mail to:

Ray Sharless
113 Airway Lane
Belton, MO 64012
*************************************************************************************

Thank you in advance for any donations.



FROM THE TREASURER

The organization’s monetary position continues on a sound basis.  Newsletter production
and mailing costs will be covered with the usual financial resources available; there will be
no extraordinary impact on our financial reserves.  

Reunion activities in 2005 were financially successful; we ended up with an excess of a little over $2000.00 from the con-
vention/reunion, and close to $1800.00 in PX/BX Sales, which reduces the investment in our inventory.  Thanks to the
outstanding work of our reunion hosts Gene and Irene Sheridan, the reunion was a brilliant success.

As usual, membership dues continue to be the main income source, with PX/BX sales (on a break-even basis), interest
income from CD’s, and donations also positively contributing.  Major expenses continue to be the newsletter publication,
production, and delivery, followed closely by recruitment expenses, reunion “seeding” and PX/BX inventory expenses. Our
organization also contributed $7,000.00 to the Air Force Aid Society in support of their work in the Biloxi area in support
of Katrina efforts in 2005.  A full financial report will be forthcoming at the 2006 convention/reunion and in the
November 2006 AACS Communicator.

The PX/BX (some still call it PX or BX) sales continue to peak just prior to and after the fall reunion, and just after publi-
cation and delivery of the semi-annual AACS Communicator.  Our source for windbreaker jackets has stopped manufacture
of the item.  We still have limited amounts of small and medium sizes available, but large and extra large are out of stock
and will not be replaced. Windbreaker Quantities:

On Hand On Order
Small 10 0
Med 12 0
Large 0 0
Xlarge 0 0
XXLarge 2 0

We have added a new item in the BX inventory.  Windshirts are now available in limited quantity.  I’ve ordered six medi-
um, 6 large, and 6 extra large to see how sales will be for this item.  So far we’ve sold one medium and one large.  Hank
Sauer has published photos of the item in this edition of the Communicator.  We have also added the “old blue AACS
Patch”. This patch is our official Logo and this one DOES NOT have “AACS-AFCS-AFCS” embroidered on it.  It will sell
for $8.00 including shipping.

Ray Sharpless
Treasurer
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EDITOR/PUBLISHER/WEB SITE REPORT
THE COST OF THE NOVEMBER 2006 AACS COMMUNICATOR

Printing (3,000 copies)..................................................................$3,354.00
Layout/Conversion………………………………………………........550.00
Bulk Mail charges (2,661 mailed)……………………………….......780.00       
Overseas/Media Mail……………………………………..………........90.00                                        ____________________________________________________________
TOTAL:          $4,774.00 

NOTE:  Monthly reports for the AACS Editors Bank Account are submitted to the AACS Treasurer.
Account Balances on hand after publication and mailing of the November  2006 AACS Communicator:

Editors Bank Account:    $  4,899.00
PO Bulk Mail Account:  $ 395.00

The AACS Web Costs are paid on an annual basis. The cost for 2006 was again $359.00

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STORIES AND PHOTOS COMING. 
THEY ARE WHAT MAKE THE COMMUNICATOR “OUR” PUBLICATION.

Hank Sauer
AACS Editor/Publisher & Web Site Manager

KEEP YOUR MAILING ADDRESS CURRENT
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Editor’s CORRECTION

On page 4 of the November 2006
AACS Communicator, I made a

major error and demoted Major
General Burris to a Brigadier

General.  My apologies to General
Burris for this oversight.  
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“Stake your Claim” 

This column is published for “claims” by Alumni members who think they are the “first”, “hold a record” or the
“only” person to have achieved or performed something that no other member
has.  Can you top or refute any of the claims already previously published ?????
If so, send them to Hank Sauer, Editor/Publisher, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN
37830 or email to: DirAACS@comcast.net  

Because of our page limitation for our Newsletters, all claims except those
published in the last Newsletter have been removed.   Challenges to claims
previously published will be included in the current Newsletter under the section “Challenges to Claims”.

NEW CLAIMS (June 2007): 

John Hays, 6810 SE Francis St, Hillsboro, OR 97123-6423 Claims that he is the only AACS member who ever
received orders via Western Union.  He was stationed with the 1911-9 AACS Det out of Offutt AFB, Nebraska in
1951.  He was pulling CQ one night in July 1951 when he received a call from Western Union that they had a
telegram for the Commander.  He asked the Western Union clerk to read the message.  The message said “to alert
S/Sgt John M. Hays for immediate overseas shipment”.

Editors Note:  John, you may not be the only one.  In September 1951 I was home in Brooklyn, NY on Emergency
leave from Munich Riem Airport, Germany for my Fathers death.  While I was home, I received a Western Union
telegram canceling my assignment to the 1860th AACS Mobile Comm Squadron at Munich Riem, and sending me
PCS to the 1917th AACS Sq Westover AFB, Mass.  Seems that I had reached my 36 months overseas and the new
policy was to force mandatory curtailments of overseas tours if you had 36 or more months overseas. Think there
may lots more, as in those days, using Western Union to reach military members at their home addresses was nor-
mal when they had official reasons to contact them.

Hank Sauer.

“Looking For”

Tom Ringo is seeking information on his grandfather, Pvt Johnny E. Ringo,
USAAF, and the 139th AACS Sq.  Following radio operator/mechanic and
teletype mechanic schools, he arrived in the Philippines aboard the USS
Joseph T. Dickman on 17 Sep 1945.  After a few bouts with Malaria, he
boarded the USS Comstock in late 1945 in Manila and sailed for Japan.  He

was assigned in the Tokyo area until 24 Feb 1946, when he had enough points and returned to the
US for discharge.  Looking for specific unit detachments he might have been in and anyone who may
have known him.   Tom has moved since the November 2006 issue of the AACS Communicator.  IF
YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION, you can now contact Tom at teringo@bellsouth.net or 767 Claire
Drive, Mandeville, LA 70471.

The 379th Expeditionary Communications Squadron, which is currently deployed to Southwest, Asia,
if an off-spring of the 2030th AACS Sq, Wurstsmith, AFB, MI.  They want to use the original Squadron
Patch (logo), if there was one.  The current Deputy Commander, Major Joel E. Rudy, at
joel.rudy@auab.central.af.mil is heading up the project (however, by the time you read this Looking
For note, he may have returned to the ZI).  If anyone knows where to find one, please contact the
Editor/Publisher, Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830, 865-482-3013 or email
DirAACS@comcast.net.
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Donations Since the June 2006 AACS Communicator

Bandach, Bob
Barbachano, Henry R.
Campbell, Harold
Curtis, William A.
Goldberg, Ann
Gruber, Arthur F.
Hahn, William S.
Harding, Charles
Holt, Kenneth A.
Jackson, Donald W.
Johnson, Marvin
Kennedy, Gus
Kline, Donald

Kohlbert, A.
Leathery, Sterling E.
Livingston, Harold
Lynch, Bob
McCllum, Bill
McKenzie, Carl H.
Morgan, Charles
Owens, Melton T.
Palahunich, William
Rasmussen, Earl F.
Shryock, Jack
Thomas, James H.
Vaudom, Albert

Vigil, Max
Washer, Leo E.
Weber, Donald W.
Whitlock, Charlie
Wilson, Donald L.
Wood, Barry
Wuestner, Fred
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HAM NEWS
By George Reeves 

To all AACS Hams:

The twenty meter band propagation has not improved very much and contacts of the Net
are few and far between.  The Only station that I can hear with any regularity has been
Larry Arcement (W5CQE).  Ed Evans has moved and does not his station set up yet.  Yancy
Cecil (KD4WG) has been under the weather and has not been able to check in lately.
We had (according to the partial list of attendees) about 14 or 15 AACS Hams at the 30th
AACS Convention/Reunion in Covington, Kentucky.  I did get to meet several, including
Bob McDow (W4KOG), Ben Doyle (K4SVC) AND Jim Joska (N6CNJ).  We were able to
get a station on the air.  I brought a Kenwood TS-440-S that has a build in antenna tuner and a wire antenna.  The
antenna was actually twenty meter dipole with one leg cut off.  As usual, the conditions were not good, but we were
able to check into the net by contacting Larry (W5CQE).
The Ham Room we had was very nice, and just around the corner from the main hospitality room.  We had plenty of
room and a balcony from which we were able to throw out our antenna.
I will not be going to the convention/reunion in Las Vegas next year, but hopefully a good number of our West Coast
AACS Hams will be there.

George Reeves (WD4BMG)
EMAIL:  WD4BMG@CHARTER.NET
AACS Ham Coordinator
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“ USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER”

As previously announced, the AACS Alumni Associations Membership Roster is on the Web Site
(www.aacsalumni.com)  in PDF a format ONLY.  To ACCESS or DOWNLOAD the roster you need

to know the following :

User Name: aacsalumni (all lower case letters)

Password: m299kl7 (all lower case letters.  Note that the next to last digit in the password

is the lower case “L”, NOT the number “1”)

REMEMBER TO PROTECT THE USER NAME AND PASSWORD
AND DENY ACCESS TO UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL

Please note that to read or download a PDF FORMAT and you will need Adobe Reader to
download it to your computer.  If you do not have Adobe Reader, there is a link to Adobe.com
so you can download a free copy to your computer.  We felt that we can allow more members

to read or  download the membership roster using the PDF format as it is the “de-facto”
internet standard and that the Adobe Reader program can be downloaded free

to your computer.  

READ AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING.
(Remember to RIGHT Click to get the “SAVE TO Menu”)

Suggest before you start, you FIRST create a folder on your hard drive and name it “AACS
Roster”.  When you are inputting the downloading instructions, name the file “AACS Roster” and
then download to the AACS Roster folder you have created…this way, each time you download

the roster, it will ask you if you want to replace the existing file….the answer is YES.. this will
save disk space and only store the current roster on your computer.

YOU SHOULD BE ABLE VIEW THE ROSTER AND TO ENLARGE THE TEXT, YOU
SHOULD GO TO VIEW ON THE TOOL BAR AND CHANGE THE SETTING TO 100%. 

NOTE:  THE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER ON THE AACS WEB SITE IS UPDATED APPROXIMATELY EVERY
THREE (3) MONTHS.  ALSO SEE THE NEW MEMBERS REPORT IN THE AACS COMMUNICATORS. 

If you have any problems contact Hank Sauer at DirAACS@comcast.net
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MISSED ROLL CALL
SINCE THE NOVEMBER 2006 AACS COMMUNICATOR

ACKS, GEORGE W.
BALAICH, MRS PAUL, “VIOLA”
BESHEAR, SANFORD L.
BETHEA, MRS WILLIAM L. “BETTE”
BJORKMAN, EARLE G.
BREWER, MARY LOU (STEVIE)
EAGER, LAWRENCE D.
FORMAN, WALLACE R.
GORDON, MRS. E.C. “ MARY LOUISE”
GOLDBERG, MR. ABRAHAM W. (ANN
GOLDBERG)

HAHN, WILLIAM S.
HENDERSON (MCCRACKEN) JACQUELEN
INGRAM, C.M.
JENKINS, DAVID
KOCH, JOHN
MICCOLO, MICHAEL C. 
MONIAN, ROBERT K.
PASCHALL, LEE
SELL, WILLIAM R.
SPODNEWSKI, WALTER G.WOOD, CARL E.
“WOODY”

The Loss of a Leader

On December 17, 2006, the Air Force and the AACS Alumni Association lost its elder statesmen
and patriarch of the communications and information community.  Lt. General Lee Paschall,
USAF-Ret passed away after suffering a heart attack and stoke early in December.

General Paschall, who behind the scenes for many years after his retirement from active duty,
continued to guide the Air Force in its transformation to meet 21st century requirements.  As
the AACS Alumni Association Executive Director I had often sought his counsel and advice on
the future of our Alumni Association and how we could better serve our members and support
the active duty Air Force.  

General Paschall will be remembered by lots of our members, who worked with him and for
him over his long career.  He has been recognized many times with awards and decorations,
but his lasting tribute was his induction into the Air Force Communications & Information Hall of
Fame, as a “Founder” and the first and only inductee in the First Class of 1999.  He often
expressed how proud he was of the AACS Alumni Association and what we stood for.  

We will miss him.

Hank Sauer
Executive Director
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“We have been looking for a couple of Volunteers”

The AACS Alumni Association has been looking for a volunteer to learn what Mac Maginnis
does as the “Director for Membership” and what I do as the Editor/Publisher of the AACS

Communicator.  We were not looking to have someone take over “tomorrow”, but for some
members to understand what we do and should either of us not be in a position to perform, we

would have someone to step up and keep the Association’s Database & publication running.

We have created Standard Operating Instructions for these positions that
provides the detailed guidance necessary to perform.  

We were not looking to be replaced at this time, but trying to plan for the future.

FOR YOUR INFOMATION, MEMBER WALT MCLAIN HAS STEPPED UP TO THE PLATE TO BE THE
BACKUP FOR OUR DIRECTOR FOR MEMBERSHIP (MAC MAGINNIS) AND MIKE HUNTER HAS

AGREED TO BE THE BACKUP FOR THE EDITOR/PUBLISHER.

Both Walt and Mike live in the Greater Knoxville, Tennessee area, pretty close to me and to Bob
Akard, our Executive Secretary, so face-to-face coordination should be somewhat easy.

The entire AACS Alumni Association owes Walt and Mike a “big thank you”.

Hank Sauer • Editor/Publisher

HELP – HELP – HELP
WE NEED YOUR HELP IN KEEPING YOUR DUES CURRENT

AND YOUR MAILING ADDRESS UP TO DATE.

DUES EXPIRE ON DECEMBE 31ST OF EACH YEAR.  YOU CAN TELL THE YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE BY
LOOKING AT THE ADDRESS ELEMENT ON YOUR AACS COMMUNICATOR OR VISITING THE AACS
WWW.AACSALUMNI.COM WEB SITE AND LOOKING AT THE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER.  YOUR DUES

EXPIRATION YEAR IS INCLUDED WITH YOUR FIRST NAME.

ALL DUES PAYMENTS AND MAILING ADDRESS CHANGES SHOULD BE SENT TO 
“MAC” MAGINNIS, OUR DIRECTOR FOR MEMBERSHIP.

Mac Maginnis
6032 S. Bell

Tacoma, WA 98408

If you want to talk to Mac, you can call him at our TOLL FREE number:

1-866-299-1045
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“JUST A RADIO OPERATOR”

Oh, I’m winning the war with a telegraph key, 
Thought I as I finished a “stack”,
I hope this is not all the action I see
Just wearing my pants out in back.

I idly shuffle the blanks in my hand
And glance at the five letter groups.
I think of my brother in far foreign land
Fighting up front with the troops.

I check my watch – where the heck’s my R.J. 
I’m getting as hungry as sin.
An eight hour trick is enough for the day,
And I’m practically deaf from the din.

The “trick chief” gets up from the teletype chair 
And says that he has one for me.
“Get your key oiled up, get that rig on the air,
Here’s a honey – a lone one O.P.”

My relief gets a curse on his unknowing head
For his tardiness costs me my chow.
And this is a hell of time for a sked,
The net’s QJZ about now.

But I slip on the cans and I rattle the key
And the rig is again on the air.
I give with the dits and the dahs just to see
If the station I’m calling is there.

A couple of calls and sends “QRU”
So I tell him I have an “O.P.”
He sends me a “K” and I start a tattoo –
Pounding brass on my telegraph key !

I pass the first fifty, then wait for a sec,
While he starts the next block on the sheet.
I’ve found if you don’t make an op break his neck
You get fewer requests to repeat. 

A hundred and fifty and then fifty more.
She’s long, I’ve a thousand to go.
My head’s getting tired, my wrist’s getting sore.
Can’t use “bug” for this guy is too slow.

I’m passing a thousand, my fist is near beat,
Do I want an RJ form TC ?
Not a chance, Chief, you know once my sign’s on
The sheet

No one’s sending that message but me.

We finally clear and I send him “AR”
And get one from him with “ack”
The look that I give my relief leaves a scar
As I grab for my hat on the rack.

Later.....

I read how a shipment of arms saved a corps
Because it arrived there in time.
The corps that it saved was my brother’s. 
What’s more
The message that was sent was mine!

Oh, I’m fighting the war with a telegraph key
But as long as they want me I’ll stay.
It may not be combat but now I can see
How a message can help save the day.

“Just A Radio Operator” Copyright (c) 2006 Robert
Alexander Wallace (W1MQV/W1HH). Permission
to publish in the June 07 AACS Communicator,
granted on November 4, 2006.

Glossary:
Ack – Acknowledgement
AR   - End of Transmission
Bug – semiautomatic telegraph key
O.P. – Operational Priority
K      - Invitation to transmit
R.J> - relief operator
QJZ – on stand by
QRU – have you traffic for me
T.C.  – Trick Chief

Submitted by:
Al Lee, W6KQI
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29150 Tech School
Submitted by Harvey J. West

1952 June – August

Just below Montana’s boundary,
F.E. Warren is the Spot,

Where we are doomed to spend ten
weeks,

In the land that God forgot.
Out with the wind and snow,
Out where the men get blue,

Right in the middle of nowhere
Ten thousand miles from you.

We sweat, we freeze and shiver,
It’s more than a man can stand.
We’re not a bunch of convicts, 

Just defenders of our land.

We’re good men of the Air Force
Earning our measly pay,

Guarding this country of millions,
For just two forty a day.

Living with our memories
Waiting for the gals,

Hoping that while we’re living away,
They haven’t married our pals.

Some people know we are living
Some others don’t give a damn,
Although we’re not forgotten at

home,
We still belong to Uncle Sam.

The time we spent in the Air Force,
And the good times we have missed,

We hope the draft don’t get you, 
And for Gods sake, don’t enlist, 
And when we have passed on, 

St Peter will surely yell,
Send those boys to heaven,

They’ve served their time in Hell !!!

A/2C Harvey J. West

Charles L. McGowan From a 1945 Armed RTO/ATC
To a 

“Fire Department Chaplain”
(Charlie, you have come a long way!!)
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Dear Hank:

Thanks for your letter of August 2006, telling me about your days
playing basketball in Wiesbaden in 1950/1951 with a lot of the
AACS Alumni Members and pointing out some of the names of
the people in the photos I sent.  I met my late husband Earle in
July of 1951, he was in the 1947th AACS Sq at Y-80 (Wiesbaden
Air Base for you younger members).  I graduated from the
Wiesbaden High School and one my classmates (Joan McFadden)
married Rudy Furnanek who played on the 1950/51 AACS Falcons
with you and the others. 

I plan to continue membership in the AACS Alumni Association,
so I can learn more about the by-gone days of the early 50’s in
Germany.

Best,

Doris Bjorkman

DORIS:  We are pleased that you will continue to be involved
with this great Association, and our outstanding members.  We
hope you will be able to make one of our annual
conventions/reunions, where you can have the time to sit and
talk to lots of us who may have known Earle and who were sta-
tioned in Wiesbaden in the early 50’s. The photo at the Waldhaus
brings back memories.  Current members, like Mac Maginnis,
Kenny Hutlquist, Bobby Riggs and myself spent lots of time there
as well as visiting the quarters of Gillie Rose (Lorraine was a
great cook).  

Hank Sauer
Editor/Publisher
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Memories of Tokyo, Japan – 1947
Melvin G. Smith

Melvin came across these photos taken many years ago when he was stationed in Japan and wanted to
share them with others who may have been stationed there.
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Alan W. Gunsul, M.D. (ex SSGT Crypto Operator)
Looks back

Alan was in Athens, Greece from Dec 44 thru Sep 45 and then transferred to the 58th Gp at Naples, Italy.  Alan was in
charge of all ciphers and codes distributed thru-out the Med Theatre.  He later became the NCOIC of G2.  He was a 20 yr
old SSgt directing 40 or so enlisted men, some old enough to be his father.   When his point total got high enough he
was offered the chance to be discharged.  Seven of the Sergeants in the Hq were all being sent home at the same time.
They were offered instant promotion to MSgt if they extended for 6 months, and they all said NO...They only want to go
home.

From the Editor: As you know Alan, we have lots of ex-crypto operators.  Not many of our members would know or
remember that RPS stood for “Registered Publication Service”, which was the Crypto Storage facility for storage and
shipping to other units.
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AACS Convention/Reunion Sites

All of our members should know that the AACS Reunion Committee
(Stan Phillips, Bob Akard & Hank Sauer) have been tasked with the job to make
recommendations to the Board of Directors (BOD) for our reunion sites each
year. The BOD has the final approval/disapproval of a site/location for our
annual reunions.

There is a formal process to make our reunions happen and they start as far
ahead of the actual reunion as 2 to 3 years.  We usually have a hotel contract in
place no later than 18 months before the actual start date.  

The Association policy is to try and hold the reunions in the different parts of
the country each year (East, Central and West), to make travel times equal over
a period of years for our members living in different sections of the country.
This is not always possible, due to lack of qualified hosts or sites that do not
meet our general requirements.

Some of the things that the Reunion Committee looks at in selecting a
hotel/location are:

Air/Road Access, Airport shuttle/taxi costs, Hotel size of at least 300 or more
rooms, banquet/meeting rooms to seat up to 400 people, room rates/taxes,
hospitality rooms, lobby area size, our ability to negotiate room rates, comp
rooms, etc., Local Restaurants, in-house dinning facilities, Local attractions
within walking distance of the hotel and is the location a “travel destination”,
the number of members available to support a reunion host and a lot of other
things. 

As most members know, reunions just donít happen, it takes a lot of planning
well in advance and in some cases a visit by one of the reunion committee
members.  What we need are members who want to host an annual
convention/reunion to let us know well in advance, obtain a copy of the AACS
Reunion Guide from the Executive Secretary and do some of the upfront things
needed in selecting a hotel/site.  The Reunion Committee, in the name of the
Executive Director is responsible to negotiate the contract. The local AACS host
will be part of the team in order to understand the terms and conditions of the
contract.

We need members to step up to the plate early and help in the overall process
of selecting and finalizing a convention/reunion site.
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Templehof Airport to Close

For all our members who served in Europe at Bases supporting the Berlin Airlift in the

1948-1949 time frame and for those of us who served at Templehof during and after the Airlift

should know that it is scheduled to close in 2007.

Templehof was created by the “Third Reich” to “wow” visitors to the capital of Germania and

Templehof was to be the statement of Nazi Germany greatness.  It never happened of course,

and Templehof went on to become the vital element of the massive Berlin Airlift and a symbol

of West Berlin’s ability to survive its isolation deep within Communist East Germany.

Templehof was a one of kind place in Europe and is now being looked at for other things. One

idea is to turn it into a luxury clinic complete with its own runway...but its life as a small, city

airport nestled up to downtown Berlin will soon become a thing of the past.

All of us who served at Templehof will rekindle old memories of our days stationed there and

will fondly remember the good times we had and most of all, the great people we met there.

Hank Sauer
Editor/Publisher

14th AACS Sq – Belgian Congo Area

Art Masters reports that there are only six (6) of the original members still alive.  The latest

member to become a “silent key” and miss “Roll Call” was David Jenkins.  The 14th AACS Sq

went to the Congo to establish back-up lines of communications across south central Africa

during WWII.  The ages of those remaining are 93, 86 and number at 83.  The 14th AACS Sq was

deactivated and became the 19th AACS Sq when it was formed in Cairo, Egypt.  Art located

David in the early 50’s and they both joined the AACS Alumni Association in 1982.  Based on the

ages of this initial group, attendance at our annual conventions/reunions has been curtailed for

a number of years.  We later members of the Alumni Association are proud to have known men

like David and Art and honor them all for their service to our country.  



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200724



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200725

Visit the Air Force Communications Agency’s
VIsitor’s Center

Scott AFB, Illinois 62225
“The Lt. General Grant Building. #1700”

Contact the AFCA Public Affairs Office 618-229-5690
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Dear Hank:

I read the article on page 55 of the November 2006 AACS Communicator to Mac Maginnis from Jim Muse.  Jim
was wondering why there were no stories or photos from the 1950th AACS Sq at Wheelus AFB, Tripoli, Libya
and you stated that you had not received any.  Therefore, I thought Iíd write you.  
I held a number of MOS’s and AFSCís (760, 766, 29150, 29351 and 2937) and was assigned to the 1950th AACS
Sq on February 2, 1949 from Frankfurt, Germany.  I was a Buck Sgt at the time and was assigned as a high-
speed radio operator.  I remained at Wheelus until October 1950 when I was reassigned to the 1917th AACS Sq
at Westover AFB, Mass for discharge.
Couple of things happened to me while I was stationed at Wheelus.  I was working Air to Ground CW one
evening about 10:30 pm when I heard an SOS from a C-54.  I asked the C-54 what his problem was and he
responded by telling me that he was somewhere over Europe and unsure of his position (during a thunder-
storm).  He requested a bearing. We had just activated a DF station but they could only receive calls from the
radio shack.   I advised the C-54 to transmit a signal and asked the DF station to see if they could get a fix on
the C-54.  They were able to use the ADF triangulation and reported that the C-54 was over Paris, France.  They
gave us a big thank you and headed toward Wiesbaden, Germany....
During my stay at Wheelus, we had a incident where there was unrest in the town of Tripoli and the town was
placed off limits to all GI’s.  Most of the personnel on the Air Base were issued Carbines and ammo and we had
50 caliber machine guns mounted over the cab of the 6X6s.  Nothing came of the local unrest while I was there
and most everything went back to normal.
I was introduced ‘Camel Steaks’ while I was there and they were pretty good.

Sincerely, John Hays
6810 SE Frances St
Hillsboro, OR 97123-6423
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Another Part of our Air Force History
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AFCA Visitor’s Center Continued 
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“THE ACTIVE DUTY AIR FORCE PAGE”
“Background”

In 2004, the AACS Alumni Association unanimously voted to change our Constitution to authorize Air Force
Communications, Information, Air Traffic Controllers and Support personnel (Officers, Airman and Civilians)
who have served or are now serving in any Air Force Major Command (including Joint/Specified Commands).

The changes in eligibility were predicated on ensuring the perpetuity of the AACS Alumni Association as the
growing age of the current 2,500 plus members is now over 74 years in age, with a significant number of them
being WWII veterans.  The age factor was a major concern in maintaining a viable Association for the long-
term and to provide an Association such as ours, to those individuals now serving in the Air Force.  The AACS
Alumni Association was formed in 1977 to provide a forum for those who served, to meet on an annual basis
to renew friendships and make new ones and to stay abreast of the changes in the Air Force.

We have coordinated with the senior Air Force leadership and have added local base Comm and ATC units to
“The AACS Communicator” distribution list for the June and November issues we publish.  We are going to
devote up to four (4) pages of each issue to stories and photos of active duty activities (based on input) and
we solicit your stories and photos of interest.  

Beginning in September 2006, we presented an annual award with a Trophy (ceramic eagle), Certificate and
Saving Bond to an outstanding Air Traffic Controller and a Communications/Information Professional of the
Year (E1 to E5). The Air Force Communications Agency and the Air Force Flight Standards Agency will select the
Airman to be honored each year.  The Awards were for 2006 were presented to these outstanding airmen by
Lt. General Michael Peterson, SAF/XC and Col William Malec, Air Mobility Command. The Air Traffic Controller
of the Year was SrA Joshua Matias, Air Mobility Command and the Communications/Information Professional of
the Year was SSgt Jacob Flores, Air Force Material Command.

The AACS Alumni Association WELCOMES all our new Air Force active duty “readers” and hopes that you will
enjoy our official publication and take part in this great Alumni Association, who continues to maintain a close
relationship with our active duty brethren.   It has been our custom for many years that if our annual conven-
tion/reunion is being held in a city close to an Air Force Base, we invite as our guests for the Banquet, mem-
bers of the local communications and air traffic control units.  At many of these Banquets, it is not unusual for
our older members to tell the “young Officers, NCO’s and Airmen”, sitting with us, that they should look
around, as in 40 to 50 years, they will be trading places with us.  It is our custom to have the Air Force Flight
Standards Agency (AFFSA) provide a “State of Air Force Air Traffic Control” presentation and the Senior Air
Staff Communications/Information Leadership to provide a “State of Air Force Communications/Information”
presentation, In addition, the Air Force Communications Agency (AFCA) History Office provides historical dis-
plays at our conventions/reunions to depict significant events in our Air Force Communications and Air Traffic
Control History.

Stories and photos for “The AACS Communicator” should be forwarded to:
Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or email DirAACS@Comcast.net ( phone: 865-482-3013),
NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1st  AND OCTOBER 1st of each year.  

Questions about membership or about our Association should be addressed to:
Mac Maginnis, 6032 S. Bell, Tacoma, WA 98408, C.Maginnis@Comcast.net, 253-474-8128

or call 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free
Visit the AACS Web Site:   www.aacsalumni.com  
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8th Air Force to become new cyber command

11/3/2006 - WASHINGTON (AFPN) -- During a media
conference here Nov. 2, Secretary of the Air Force
Michael W. Wynne said the 8th Air Force would become
the new Air Force Cyberspace Command. "I am
announcing the steps the Air Force is taking towards
establishing an Air Force Cyberspace Command," the
secretary said. "The new Cyberspace Command is des-
ignated as the 8th Air Force... under the leadership of
(Lt. Gen. Robert J. "Bob" Elder Jr.) He will develop the

force by reaching across all Air Force commands to draw appropriate leaders and appro-
priate personnel." Secretary Wynne said the 67th Network Warfare Wing, now under 8th
Air Force, and other elements already within the 8th, would provide "the center of mass"
for the nascent Cyberspace Command. The secretary also said Air Combat Command, Air
Force Space Command and Air Force Materiel Command are working to develop the new
Cyberspace Command, while Air Force personnel specialists are working to develop edu-
cational plans and career paths for those Airmen that will work within the new command.
"The aim is to develop a major command that stands alongside Air Force Space Command
and Air Combat Command as the provider of forces that the President, combatant com-
manders and the American people can rely on for preserving the freedom of access and
commerce, in air, space and now cyberspace," Secretary Wynne said. Air Force leaders will
begin detailed planning for the new Cyberspace Command Nov. 16 at the Cyber Summit.
During the summit, Air Force leaders will chart a way ahead for the Air Force's role in
cyberspace, also called the cyber domain.

The Air Force Flight Standards Agency (AFFSA) 
Has completed its move to Oklahoma City, OK

As reported earlier in an AACS Communicator, AFFSA has moved from Andrews AFB,
Maryland to Oklahoma City, OK.  This move was basically completed in the last
months of 2006.  

For those members who may need to contact the Chief of Airfield Management
and Air Traffic Control, the mailing address is:

AFFSA/AJ31 AF
Bldg 4, Room 107
6500 S. MACARTHUR BVLD
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 7316906901
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Reserved Seating at the Annual Banquet

At the 2006 Annual Convention/Reunion in Covington, Kentucky, there were some members who were
upset and surprised that there was reserved seating at the Banquet.  There has been reserved seating at
the annual banquet since 1997 in Lexington and some even before that.
Reserved seating has been approved by the Board of Directors, for the following:
• Current Board of Directors and their guests.
• Past Board of Directors and their guests.
• Current and Past AACS Committee members and their guests.
• The AACS Hospitality crew and their guests.
• The AACS Founder and initial AACS Alumni members and their guests.
• Invited Guests (Includes, active duty Air Force personnel, the local honor guard, nearby Air Force
unit communicators and air traffic controllers).

As a non-profit organization, the only way we have to say thank you to those members who serve on the
Board of Directors, have served on the Board, chaired or served on committees, etc, is to provide a
reserved seat at the banquet.  This is a very small price to pay for the work that these individuals do
over the course of the year and at our annual convention/reunion with no compensation for their time
and effort.

Hank Sauer
Executive Director

GI Thoughts
Submitted by Col Derrel Dempsey

Or “Why we go to reunions”

“I now know why men who have been to war yearn to reunite.  Not to tell stories or look at old
pictures.  Not to laugh or weep.  Comrades gather because they long to be with the men who
once acted at their best; men who suffered and sacrificed, who were stripped of their humanity.
I did not pick these men.  They were delivered by fate and the military.  But I know them in a
way I know no other men.  I have never given anyone such trust.  They were willing to guard
something more precious than my life.  They would have carried my reputation, the memory of
me.  It was part of the bargain we all made, the reason we were so willing to die for one anoth-
er.  As long as I have my memory, I will think of them all, every day.  I am sure that when I leave
this world, my last thought will be of my family and my comrades.....such good men”

--Author Unknown--
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Copies of the 1938-2004 AACS Book
Are Available

For those members who did not purchase the AACS book we published in 2004, you still have a
chance to get one.  You can get a standard binding copy for $32.10 plus shipping and handling
or a leather bound copy for $37.75 plus shipping and handling.  Turner Publishing has approxi-
mately 50 standard and 22 leather copies in their warehouse.

You can order from:  Turner Publishing Company
412 Broadway
Paducah, KY 42002-3101
Phone:  270-443-0121 ext 101
Fax:  270-443-0335

Reference the AACS Book 1938-2004

The AACS Book contains the history of AACS, AFCS and AFCC, stories and photos by AACS
members and bio’s of those who purchased the book.  It is a great item to have, as it covers the
important programs/projects that the communications and air traffic control communities were
involved in over the years.

This will be the last chance to purchase this book and we recommend that if you do not have
the book or you want to purchase an additional copy, this is the time to do it.

Hank Sauer
Editor of the AACS Book
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AACS Ring Project

Ed Schmidt of Citrus Heights, California submitted a proposal to the Board of Directors recommending that the
AACS Alumni Association look into placing quality AACS rings into our PX/BX inventory.  Stan Phillips and Ray
Sharpless were appointed to head up the AACS Ring Project Committee and make a recommendation to the Board.  

They started searching the internet for “Military Rings” and related information. They found many vendors, provid-
ing a broad variety of metals, designs, and prices, for all of the major branches of the military. The majority of the
rings offered were “generic”, i.e. U.S. Air Force; U.S. Army; etc.  They found a few companies that provided the
option to “customize and “build your own” type ring, by means of providing a variety official military images and
insignia, to select from.  Stan Phillips chose to create and purchase his own  “personalized” AACS Ring from
Beeman Jewelers, at w, a vendor for Balfour Rings.

The basic ring is “college-like”, in appearance, with a stone on top, surrounded by an inscription and inscribed
panels and raised letters, on each side.

The ring is made of: 14k yellow gold; with an Air Force Falcon design, which “sits” under the “Fireflare” cut birth-
stone; surrounded with the inscription AACS Alumni Association. On side panel 1: is the “Air Traffic Controllers”
badge/insignia; “USAF” below that; and “GCA”, in raised letters, above. On side panel 2: is the Air Force logo (fold-
ed Cpl stripes); “USAF” below that; and “AACS, in raised letters, above. The inside of the ring was inscribed:
“Servitio Dedicati”. The cost of the ring was $659.00.

Other metals available were: silver or gold Valadium; sterling silver; 10k or 18k yellow or white gold; ranging in
price from $130.00 to $760.00, based on “current” market value, using the same design format, as described
above.

Customized rings, for other “disciplines”, within the AACS Community, can be created, using available
images/insignia, for: Communications/Information Specialists; Maintenance Personnel; Operations Support; “Other”
Support Services. Other images available are: a Screaming Eagle; an Eagle & Shield; U.S. flag (in color); “POW-
MIA”; Jet Aircraft; among others. Also, personal names, rank, unit designations can be inscribed in raised letters,
on the side panels, in one or two lines; limited only by the predetermined “letter allowance”. If you use only one
line, the letters used are bigger; if two lines are used, the letters are smaller.

The committee’s recommendation to the BOD was for the Association not to get involved with the design and/or
purchase of any rings, but to inform our members that personalized rings could be purchased by individual mem-
bers and created in a variety of skills.  The cost to create even a few of the basic skills (GCA, Tower, Crypto, Radio,
etc,) would be a significant investment of our funds and additional workload on our volunteer PX/BX manager.
Therefore, AACS Alumni Association members are advised that AACS type rings are available on the commercial
market and members are free to design their own rings on an individual basis.  The photos below are the “GCA”
Ring that Stan had made for himself.
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Have you Hugged a VET today?
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“Saigon, Vietnam Party, 1968”

If memory serves me right, the photo above was taken
in Tate Hall, a Senior NCO Hotel about 10 blocks from
the main gate of Tan Son Nhut AB.  Just a few blocks
from the Army’s 3rd Field Hospital.   While not every-
one is pictured here, it was party for the 1876th Comm
Sq Officers, hosted by the Sr NCO’s residing in the
Hotel.  What you
can’t see is that our
Commander, Lt Col
John Carson was
mad at our Squad-
ron Officers for
some reason and
restricted them all to
the base.  As the
organizer of this
“Officer’s Party” and
because of all the
food (steaks, ribs,
chicken, hamburg-
ers, hot dogs and all
the fixings including
“green peppers in olive oil slow cooked for a half a day),
that would go to waste, and not to mention the large
amount of beer we purchased,  I arranged to borrow
one of the Crypto Maintenance Sections vehicles and

picked up the Sq Officers at their BOQ’s and sneaked
them off the base for the day (we did not get caught and
Col Carson may be finding out what we did for the first
time when he reads this NL).  We had a great day.  It
was our way of showing our respect for an outstanding
group of young Communications, Maintenance, Air
Traffic Control and other support Officers.

Hank Sauer

In the photo,  Left to Right;
sitting (unknown), standing,
Capt (later Col) “Big” Bob
Gibson, Lee Henniger, Dewey
“the cook” Mummell,  Hank
“Bones”  Sauer and Wild
Tony Formosa.  This photo
was provided by then Capt
Don Nikunen, Sq Mainte-
nance Officer, who must have
taken the photograph.  For
those Alumni members who
know Bob Gibson and Don

Nikunen, you need to ask them about “the Nurse”, the
“Puppy”, the “Dentist”, the “Black Eye”, the “Ditch”,
the “Letter of Reprimand”,  and the “Tan Son Nhut
Incinerator” it is quite a story that only they can tell.

 A “Career” of an Air Force Wife
(Excerpts from the Washington Post by Bart

 Barnes, Sunday, July 13, 2003)

“You had to look good to be good in Dorothy Grant’s world.
Just doing something-anything- right was not enough.  You had
to be poised and graceful, you had to look like you were doing it
right.  People had to notice.  Grant was a horsewomen and a
riding teacher.  Horses were the love of her life.  On horseback,
she was at ease and at home, poised and graceful.  She had

ridden since childhood on a ranch next to the Yankton Sioux
Indian Reservation in South Dakota, where she was born and
raised.  She rode in the 1961 inaugural parade for President John
F. Kennedy.  She rode in horse shows where you are always trying
to win.
In the 1960’s and 1970’s Grant ran Rock Creek Stables in
Washington, DC, where she boarded horses, taught riding and
organized trail rides through the park.  She also arranged and
managed annual riding tours in Hungary, Kenya, El Salvador and
Portugal, well into the 1980’s.
Dorothy Grant was the wife of Lt. General Harold Grant, whom
she met in Hawaii in 1933 and traveled with him to Japan and to
Air Force assignments across the United States.  General Grant,
who was inducted into the Air Force Communications &
Information Hall of Fame in 1999 as one of the Founders who
established the standards for today’s “Air Force second to none
Communications” died in 1989.  On May 17, 2003 at the age of
93, Dorothy Grant died of pulmonary disease at a retirement
home in Louisville, Colorado.  Mrs. Grant, in addition to being
active in running the Rock Creek Stables, was also known as a
gracious hostess and the Air Force people who served with
General Grant still remember her parties. She was more than
capable of managing her time with horses and being the wife of
an Air Force General.”
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“A GREAT BOOK”
Sid Kaufman, an Alumni member recommends the following
book to anyone who ever rode a troop train during WWII.
The name of the book is “Once Upon a Town” by Bob Green.
It’s a story about the North Platte, Nebraska canteen and how
they supported our troops for five (5) years during WWII.
It is estimated that the canteen hosted about 6 million
serviceman.

This is a good read......

**ATTENTION CBI VETERANS”
“Tales of the Himalayas”

By Dr. Carl Frey Constein

To:  Ted Carlson (Previous Editor/Publisher)

Dear Ted:
You may recall that when I published my memoir, “Born to Fly the Hump”, I sent you some
information for the AACS Alumni Association Newsletter.  In response to that book,
hundreds of Hump crews and other CBI veterans wrote to relate a few of their experiences.
With their permission, I compiled their letters into a sequel I called “Tales of the
Himalayas.”
The Hump operation depended completely for navigation on the 4th AACS Wing.  There
may be some of your CBI AACS Alumni members who would be interested in this book.  It
is available at Amazon.com and other online vendors, as well as Barnes and Noble and other
book stores. Some readers prefer to have their copies signed.  I keep copies on hand and will
mail signed copies.  I can be contacted by writing or calling:
Carl F. Constein, 2705 Craig Ave, Reading, PA 19609 or (610) 678-7607.

Books of the CBI by Dr. Constein:
BORN TO FLY THE HUMP – A WWII pilot recalls his 96 round-trip flights.
  ISBN 1-58500-643-2,  $12.95 plus $2.00 S&H.
TALES OF THE HIMALAYAS – Letters from aircrews and other CBI veterans.
  ISBN 1-4033-1030-0,  $14.95 plus $2.00 S&H.
ORCHESTRA LEFT, ROW T – A WWII pilot finds his return to civilian life troublesome.
  ISBN 0-75961-155-6, $14.50 plus $2.00 S&H.
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Do you need any help in recruiting new members ?

Extra copies of the AACS Communicator and our AACS Alumni Association
tri-fold Brochure are available to members to help recruit new members.

If you belong to other associations like the American Legion and the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, you may be able to post our tri-fold Brochure

on Bulletin Boards and if you know anyone who has served in a
Communications or Air Traffic Control unit, but is not a member, then you

may want to give them a copy of the AACS Communicator.

Contact Mac Maginnis at Toll Free 1-866-299-1045 or email him at 
c.Maginnis@comcast.net 
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“A Sidi Slimane Hardship Tour – 1952”
Jim Johnson served in the 1975th AACS Sq at Sidi Slimane in 1952 and remembers it as a harsh “hardship tour” with nothing but sand !
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“Another AACS Save”

Robert L. Hart, CMSgt, USAF-Ret,  an AACS Alumni Life Member reports about 5 days in the 1241st

AACS Squadron, RAF Station Manston, England, in 1957.   The English weather was at its worst but
the GCA, an CPN-4 unit was as usual, up to its best in doing the job it was designed for and guided
in 10 aircraft during really bad weather.
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“Order of the Sword”

The Order of the Sword is an ancient ceremony rich in tradition.  The ceremony is conducted by NCO’s to honor leaders who

have made significant contributions to the enlisted corps.  Earliest traditions hold that ancient NCO’s would, on occasion,

honor a leader and pledge their loyalty by ceremoniously presenting the leader a sword.  The sword—a symbol of truth,

justice, and power rightfully used—served as a token for all to see and know that here was a leader among leaders.  The

ceremony was revived among the enlisted corps of the Air Force as the “Order of the Sword”.  The enlisted corps of the Air

Force Communications Service/Air Force Communications Command inducted seven (7) outstanding and caring

Commanders into the Order. Their names and date of induction follow:

*Maj. Gen Rupert H. Burris July 19, 1978

  Maj. Gen Robert E. Sadler April 12, 1980

  Maj. Gen (later General) Robert T. Herres August 27, 1983

*Maj. Gen Gerald L. Prather October 17, 1986

  Maj. Gen Paul R. Stoney September 25, 1990

*Lt. Gen Robert H. Ludwig September 28, 1991

*Maj Gen (later Lt. Gen) John S. Fairfield May 11, 1993

Note: * Were or are members of the AACS Alumni Association
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NEW PX/BX ITEMS

Our Supply “Clerk” has added two new items for our
well dressed Alumni Members.  A Blue Wind Shirt with our AACS embroidered patch,
made of nylon and lined with a cotton lining and new original Blue AACS Patches. The
Windshirt is ideal for spring and fall outer garments. Initially they will be stocked in
Medium, Large and Extra Large sizes.  See PX/BX order form in this issue.  Price for

the Windshirt is $23.00, including shipping.  We have added “The Old Blue AACS
Patch” without AACS –AFCS –AFCC embroidered on it. Cost is $8.00, including ship-

ping.

SEE PAGE 68 FOR ORDER FORM
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OUR AIR FORCE
TODAY



The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Alumni Association meeting
was held in Columbus, Ohio in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “emeritus” Larry

Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as a result of a conversation with
“Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.  Some of
the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal,
Ken Klise, Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux

LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson, Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.
This group established the high standards that still drive the AACS Alumni Association
and we owe them and all the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion a

great big “Thank You”

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

1977 – 1978 Hack Neal (Brig General)
1979 – 1980 Bob Dickerson (Colonel)
1981 – 1982 Joe Beler (Colonel)
1983 – 1984 Don Donnell (Colonel)
1985 – 1986 Wally Bailey (Colonel)
1987 – 1991 Bob Brewer (Colonel)
1992 – 1993 Cal Venable (Colonel)
1994 – 1997 Jasper Vaughn (Colonel)
1998 – 2001 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye (Lt. Colonel)

2006 -   Hank Sauer (CMSgt)

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”



TO: THOSE POTENTIAL MEMBERS OF THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

QUESTION:  WHO OR WHAT IS THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ?

ANSWER: An Association that is comprised of members who began their service in the Army Air
Force before WWII and who served in the first dedicated  communications element to provide com-
munications and air traffic control as its primary mission and members who have served since
then in any communications or air traffic control unit, including those serving today.  This new
Army Air Force organization, was formed in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways
Communications System” (AACS).  During WWII, it was renamed the “Air Communications Service”
(ACS) and placed under the then “Air Transport Command” and within months was renamed once
again to the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS).  In 1961, AACS was elevated to a
Major Air Command and renamed “Air Force Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name
was changed to “Air Force Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990’s the Air Force
was undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of functions and AFCC was downsized and
renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, Communications & Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and
shortly thereafter, was renamed the “Air Force Communications Agency” (AFCA) which is still an
active Air Force organization.  Also in the early 1990’s, the Air Force created the “Air Force Flight
Standards Agency” (AFFSA) and reassigned air traffic control responsibilities to this new Agency.

Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association was formed (1977) the membership criteria
changed  from individuals who only served in AACS units, to include all communicators/informa-
tion/air traffic control and support skills regardless of what Major or Joint Command an individual
served in, including today’s active duty personnel.

Because of the heritage of the letters “AACS” and its unique contributions to long-haul communica-
tions and air traffic control, the Association has decided to maintain “AACS” as our organizational
name.  This could change in the future as our members who served from 1938 to 1961 are added
to our “Missed Roll Call” list, and a new organizational name becomes more appropriate.

While the answer above is long, the short answer is “any individual who served or is serving in any
Air Force Communications or Air Traffic Control unit, in any skill set, from 1938- to today, “is” the
AACS Alumni Association.

The AACS motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, but the glue
that holds us all together through the different decades.  The AACS Alumni Association is com-
prised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers, which includes over 50 General Officers.

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.

R.P. Sauer – Editor/Publisher
111 Carson Lane

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
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MEMBERS FULL ZIP CODE 
NEEDED

In the not too distant future, the
U.S. Postal Service is going to

require that all NINE (9) Digits of
your ZIP mailing address must be 
on all U.S. Mailings. In order to 
ensure that our AACS Database

has your 9 digit ZIP code,
please check your address on

this issue of the AACS
Communicator, and if the last
FOUR (4) digits are missing,

please notify Mac Maginnis, our
Director for Membership of the full

ZIP Code.

This is an important action, as
some of the Postal Workers think

that the first enforcement of having
all NINE (9) digits on

mailings, will be in BULK mailing.

Contact Mac:
C.B. Maginnis 6032 S. Bell,

Tacoma, WA 98408
1 (866) 299-1045 Toll free or email

c.maginnis@comcast.net


