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*NOTICE*
See Absentee Ballot

on
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Concerning the
change of our name.

If you will not attend
the 32nd Annual

Convention in
September, please
vote and mail to

Bob Akard.

September 2008

Plan now on coming to the
32nd AACS

Convention/Reunion in

Branson, Missouri
The Stone Castle Hotel

(formerly the “Settle Inn)
Sept. 24 – Sept. 28, 2008.
(These dates are Wed. - Sun.)

Gene & Irene Sheridan
and their

Overland Park Crew
(from the 2005 Convention/Reunion)

will be the Hosts.



EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
Stan Phillips

840 Dartmouth Road
Troy, OH 45373-1157

937-335-7086
sjpaacs@woh.rr.com

VICE DIRECTOR
Bill Bethea

232 Carriage Chase Cir.
Warrenton, VA 20186-3078

540-349-4803
papabethea@aol.com

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY
Robert “Bob” Akard

937 Venice Road,
Knoxville, TN 37923-2044

865-693-0336
FAX 865-690-3093

akardbob@knology.net

TREASURER
Ray Sharpless

113 Airway Lane
Belton, MO 64012-1901

816-331-7174
rayshrplss@kc.rr.com

NEWSLETTER EDITOR &
PUBLISHER

Richard P. “Hank” Sauer
111 Carson Lane

Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7626
865-482-3013

DirAACS@comcast.net

DIRECTOR FOR MEMBERSHIP
Walt McLain

4514 Haverty Dr
Knoxville, TN 37931-3657

865-690-0479
Toll Free 1-866-299-1045
aacsmbrship@comcast.net

SERGEANT-AT-ARMS
Gerald Prather
HCR 1, Box 7

Del Rio, TX 78840-9533
830-774-4483

Cprather56@aol.com

JUDGE ADVOCATE
(Non-Voting Member)

John Milano
61-19 232nd Street

Bayside, NY 11364-2428
718-279-3542

CHAPLAIN
(Non-Voting Member)

Jim Burch
418 E. Frances Lane

Gilbert, AZ 85296-6658
480-812-4980

jburch9@cox.net

HISTORIAN
(Non-Voting Member)

Gene Sheridan
410 NE Point Drive

Lees Summit, MO 64064-1561
816-373-3027

afvetretired@sbcglobal.net

RECRUITING COORDINATOR
(Non-Voting Member)

David Moore
5002 Stairway to Heaven Rd

Sherwood, AR 72120
501-351-4301

dmoore_aacsaa@yahoo.com

HAM COORDINATOR
(Non-Voting Member)

George Reeves
317 Monticello Dr

N. Wilksboro, NC 28659-8268
336-670-2809

Wd4bmg@charter.net

NOMINATING COMMITTEE
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

John Watson (Chair)
1001 Dogwood Dr

Raymore, MO 64083-9492
816-318-4993

jdcfwat@msn.com

Members:
Bill Wallace
“Em” Spivey

AIR FORCE HALL OF FAME
&

AACS HALL OF HONOR

Hank Sauer (Chair)
111 Carson Lane

Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7626
865-482-3013

DirAACS@comcast.net

Members:
Jim Joska

Jack Hudson

SPECIAL  COMMITTEE

Fiscal Management & Budget Policy
Committee

Bob Akard (Chair)
Bill Bethea

Ray Sharpless (less audits)
(See addresses above)

Convention Committee

Stan Phillips (Chair)
Bob Akard
Bill Bethea

(see addresses above)

The AACS Alumni Association is a Non - Profit IRS approved 501 (c) (19) Organization



AACS PAGE OF HONOR

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION HALL OF FAME

Foundation Setters
Brig. General Billy Mitchell, General Edwin W. Rawlings, Lt. General Harold W. Grant,

*Lt. General Lee Paschall, Maj. General Harold M. McClelland, Maj. General Robert Sadler

Class of 1999 Class of 2000 Class of 2001
* Lt. General Lee M. Paschall Lt. General Winston D. Powers *Lt. General James S. Cassity

Maj. General  Robert Edge *Lt. General Robert H. Ludwig
*Brig. General Ivan L. Farman *CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer

*Colonel Glenn Giddings

Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004
*Lt. General  Richard Klocko General Robert T. Herres *Lt General John S. Fairfield
Lt. General Gordon Gould Lt .General Gordon A. Blake Maj. General John Paul Hyde
Maj. General Paul Stoney Maj. General Daniel C. Doubleday

*Maj. General Jack B. Robbins
*Brig .General Haskell E. “Hack” Neal

Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class of 2007
Lt. General Albert Edmonds Maj. General Francis L. Ankenbrandt Maj. General John T. Randerson

*Lt General Carl O’Berry Maj. General John B. Bestic Colonel James R. Lauducci
*Mr. Tom Yium *Maj. General Rupert H. Burris CMSgt. Charles E. Teston

*Colonel Derrel L. Dempsey
*CMSgt William Bethea

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HALL OF HONOR
Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer *Colonel Robert M. Brewer *Larry Camp * Colonel Garland B. Hilton
MSgt. Joseph J. Duffy Maj. General Gerald L. Prather

*Mr. Thomas S. Snyder
Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class of 2007

*Lt. General Harry Raduege *Colonel Derrel Dempsey * Colonel James Lauducci
* Colonel David Kovach *CMSgt Walt McLain CMSgt. Charles E. Teston

*Chaplain (Colonel) P.C. Brown
*CMSgt William Bethea

* Rocco Sansone

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*Colonel Ted V. Carlson Colonel Bernard U. Glettler *Claire B. Lofchie * Major C.B. Maginnis
*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer * John A. Milano * Mrs. Nancy Donnell

*Lt. General Lee Paschall
* Maj. General Gerald L. Prather

* CMSgt Jim VanDyne

Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Classo of 2007
*Lt. Colonel Richard W. Frye *”Smitty” McClellan *Duke Snyder

*George Villa *Shirley Beauchum
*Mary Lou Brewer

THOMAS F. BUCKLEY AACS SERVICE AWARD
Class of 2003 Class of 2004 Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class 2007

*Monika Buckley *James J. Duffy *Richard Gillis *Robert Akard *Maj Gen Gerald L. Prather

* Was or are members of the AACS Alumni Association. Note: 16 of the 26 or 61.5% of the incumbents in the Air Force
Communications/Information Hall of Fame were or are AACS Alumni Association Members.
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2008 Air Force Communications/Information
Hall of Fame

The following individuals were inducted into
The Hall of Fame – Class of 2008

Maj Gen Alvin L. Pachynski Maj Gen Van C. Doubleday CMSgt Walter D. McLain

Congratulations to these outstanding individuals and their families.
Their service and dedication to the air Force and

to our country is much appreciated.
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

June 2008 Communicator

On or about November 10, 2007 a notice titled “Operation Changeover” was posted on the AACS Web
Site. The purpose of the posting was to announce the Board of Directors recommendation, to the
membership, that the name of the organization be changed from the AACS Alumni Association to the

Air Force Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers Association.

The rationale for the proposed name change is to more readily identify who we are, in more generic terms, to attract
new members from the ranks of past/ recent Air Force veterans, as well as current active duty personnel; to bolster our
declining active membership roster.

Over the years, since the founding of our organization, the names/classifications of many active Air Force organizations,
at various command levels, have changed, due to “decentralized” management structure to meet their mission goals.
Communication/Air Traffic Control Services, once under a “centralized” command, were put into the hands of “opera-
tional” commanders at each “host” base. This resulted in the separation of communicators from air traffic control units,
and related support units, as we know them, into free standing organizations. As a result, the generations of
Airmen/Airwomen that followed us couldn’t identify with the AACS, AFCS and AFCC Command organizations.

What hasn’t changed is the pride and bond that we share with each other, within the AACS Alumni Association member-
ship and all other active/separated Air Force personnel who are or were communicators, maintainers, air traffic con-
trollers, commanders and related support staff. We are a “family” of related skills, missions and functions; regardless of
past or current organizational identification.

It is my sincere opinion that by changing our name to the Air Force Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers
Association, we will enhance/strengthen our organization, provide the opportunity to perpetuate our proud heritage
and continue the spirit of comaraderie to be shared with future   generations. Also, we would incorporate the basic
existing AACS logo into the design of a new organization logo that maintains our ties to our roots.

The membership will have the opportunity to vote on the proposed name change at the Convention in Branson,
Missouri, September 27, 2008. Those members unable to attend the Convention will be able to vote on this issue, via an
absentee ballot, provided in this publication.

If this proposal is approved by the membership, the name change would be effective October 1, 2008.

Sincerely,

Stan Phillips
Executive Director
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ATTENTION ALL AACS ALUMNI MEMBERS
IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

The AACS Alumni Association Board of Directors (BOD) is proposing a major name change to
the AACS Constitution and By-Laws.  The rationale and change to the constitution and By-Laws
follows:
Operation “Changeover”
(By Stan Phillips, Executive Director)

Operation “Changeover” is a sincere/comprehensive effort by the AACS Alumni Association Board of Directors
(BOD) to present a recommendation, to the membership, to change the name of the organization. The main
purpose of the name change is to more accurately identify who we are to potential new members that have or are
serving in the USAF, military or civilian, in the all encompassing Comm/ATC/Maintenance disciplines and related
support skills.  This would enhance our recruiting effort to perpetuate the growth of the organization and maintain
its proud heritage.
Proposed new name:
“The Air Force Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association”.

The rationale for this title is that it best describes the “broad” umbrella of job skills that are common to this “type”
family of career fields. To add additional jobs to the title would be cumbersome.
The title is more understandable to former/current Air Force personnel and easier to identify what the organization
is comprised of, as compared to the  AACS Alumni Association.
“Alumni” was not included in the title and may be missed by some members; possibly inferring that the new o
ganization is comprised only of “active” duty people. The proposed name describes our members as Air Force
Communications & Air Traffic Controllers and not an Air Force organizational title.
The only things that will change are the “Name of the Association” and the address for the “Web Site”.  Our History
will remain in tact.

The proposal to change the AACS Alumni Association Constitution and By-Laws is for the name change only.  The
membership will be asked to vote by absentee ballot if they will not be at the Annual General Meeting in Branson,
Missouri on September 27, 2008.  The members attending the Branson, Missouri Annual General Meeting will vote
the proposed name change up or down and all absentee votes will be counted as part of the vote. If approved by
the membership, 
“The Air Force Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers Association” would be the organization’s new name,
effective October 1, 2008.

The approval of our name change will require a number of administrative and legal changes with our State of
Incorporation (Michigan), the Internal Revenue Service for our 501 (c)  (19) status and a number of other states
where we have current Certificates of Exemption from Sales and Use Taxes.  We will as stated in the following
information take action to change our Web site name but ensure that all Internet Search Engines will take you to

the proper site based on names and key words.  We have developed preliminary design drafts for embroidered
patches for our hats and shirts and they will be implemented if the proposal is approved.

Proposed Change to the Constitution & By-Laws

Change Articles 1 NAME, of the Constitution and By-Laws to Read:

CONSTITUTION:

ARTICLE I.  NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Air Force Communicators & Air traffic Controllers Association. The name
of the Association is the natural fit for all members who have served or are serving as communicators,
information/cyber specialists, air traffic controllers, maintenance or other related support skills. 
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BY-LAWS:

ARTICLE I. NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Air Force Communicators & Air traffic Controllers Association. The name
of the Association is the natural fit for all members who have served or are serving as communicators,
information/cyber specialists, air traffic controllers, maintenance or other related support skills.

Rationale:  As our ages continue to increase, and fewer and fewer ex-communicators and air traffic controllers who
served in AACS, AFCS & AFCC, join our Association, we must look to the future and recruit those airman serving
today.  AACS was elevated to Major Air Command Status in 1961 (47 years ago), AFCS was renamed AFCC in 1979
(29 years ago) and AFCC was deactivated in 1993 (15 years ago).  Our Mission statement is to maintain a viable
Association to enable those serving today to enjoy the fellowship that we have had since 1977.  The Communicators
and Air Traffic Controllers have been in separate units for the past 15/17 years and are all in different major air
commands,  There is no single organizational element responsible for them.   Therefore, the Board of Directors is
proposing this name change in order to better describe who we are and to enhance our recruiting efforts of those
airmen serving today as well as those who served in other Major Air Commands.

Nothing will change.  

The BOD has been studying a possible name change since 1998 and feel that now is the time. We need to find a
name that describes us to those individuals who did not serve in any of the Communications Commands (AACS,
AFCS & AFCC), such as SAC, ADC, USAFSS, ATC, other Major Air Commands and those serving on active duty since
1993.

We “is” all Communicators in the broadest sense of the word.  When AACS was formed in 1938 its name was “Army
Airways Communications System”, during WWII it was renamed for a short period “Air Communications Service” and
in 1946 was renamed again the “Airways and Air Communications Service”.  In each of these commands the skills
sets were Air Traffic Controllers, Radio Operators, Cryptographers, Communicator Center Operators, etc., and all of
the Maintenance skills and most of the Administrative skills.  This was also true for those serving in AFCS and AFCC.
The term “Communications” fit us all regardless of when we served or what command we were assigned to.

Recruiting. 

In the past 10 years, our membership has dwindled from over 2,900 members to almost 2,300 members.  In the past
5 years we have been losing over 200-plus members a year due to deaths and medical problems.  Our current
recruiting has not kept up with our annual loses.  If we do not continue to grow, we will, like a lot of other Veteran
Organizations (American Legion, Veterans of Foreign Wars, etc,) die on the vine.  The term “AACS Alumni” does not
mean very much, if anything, to those who entered the Air Force in 1961 or later.

Some Statistics about our Alumni Association

2297 Total Active Members 

1023 Pre-WWII or WWII
1274 Korea Forward
1464 AACS Only
432 AACS & AFCS
104 AFCS & AFCC
156 AFCS Only
72 AFCC Only 
69 - Data unclear or no entry for any Command, other commands/agencies such as, AFCA, AFC4A and AFFSA are
identified.
2297 Total
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The above stats show that 36.3% (833 members of 2297) of our active members served in commands/agencies
other than just AACS.  63.7% (1464 of  2297) served in AACS only.  44.5 % of our active members (1023 of 2297)
are Pre WWII or WWII veterans.  These figures support the theory that we must change our name to insure future
members understand that the organization is not AACS only, but an organization for all Communicators,
Information/Cyber Specialists, Air Traffic Controllers, Maintenance, and related Support Skills regardless of com-
mand served.  Our current demographics dictate change to survive as a viable organization.  We have a few mem-
bers who have served in AACS/AFCS/AFCC in uniform and/or civilian status.

Voting.

This Name change proposal is in this issue of the AACS Communicator, along with the absentee ballot for those
members wishing to vote, and who will not be attending the 2008 AACS Annual Convention in Branson, Missouri in
September 2008.  Absentee Ballots must be received by the Executive Secretary on or before September 1, 2008.
The adoption of this proposed name change will be voted up or down at the annual General meeting and all absen-
tee votes will be counted.

Web Site Changes and Name of the New Official Publication.

If the new name “Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association” is adopted, the new URL for the web site will
be something like: www.afcommatc.org  

We will arrange for this new site URL to take you to what is our current web site (we will update the headings to
fully explain who we are and who we were).  All of the Internet Search Engines will be posted with the new web site
URL and when surfing the Internet, words/terms like  Air Force ATC, Comm, AACS, AFCS, AFCC, and many more terms
and words will bring you to our web site listing.

If the proposed change is adopted, the name of our Official Publication will be:  

Air Force Communicators & Air Traffic Control Association
“The Communicator”.



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 20089



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200810

Dear Hank,

I’ve read every issue of the Communicator since I became a Life Member.  My thanks go out to
all that keep the Association going.
This may or may not be of interest to you.  However, I don’t know if I was the first Air Traffic
Controller without a high school education. I remember being told that I could apply for office
work, cook or truck driver, but chances were slim that I’d ever be in ATC.  Anyhow I applied
and ended up at Kessler AFB in Mississippi.  The year was 1952.  Not only did I go to school for
Tower & Approach Control, I went OJT on the MPN-1 GCA unit at Ellington AFB, in Texas.  I
worked the CPN-4 while in Germany.
I couldn’t make Staff Sgt because I wasn’t a 7 level and I couldn’t make 7 level unless I was a
Staff Sgt.  I ended up with (I think) 52D, made SSgt before I ended my enlistment.
Thank you for taking the time to read this and thanks for all you do.  I’ve been retired from
Ford Motor Co. as a die Maker for the past 13 years.  With any luck I’ll be reading the
Communicator for a few more years.

Carl R. Weyant
143 Swan Dr
Rotonda West, FL 33947

P.S.  Staff Sgt. 4 years, 4 mo’s and 29 days.  AF15478559

EDITORS NOTE:  Carl, thanks for the kind words.  We have lots of members who work every day
to make our Association the best that it can be. I can’t answer your claim about being the first
ATC type without a HS diploma, but maybe one or more of our members can tell.  I was a High
School dropout in 1948 and they made me a Crypto Operator. 

AACS ALUMNI POLICIES/PROCEDURES

The AACS Alumni Association currently has the following Policies/Charters on the AACS
Web Site (www.aacsalumni.com):

1. The Constitution and By-Laws
2. Air Force Communications/Information Hall of Fame Policy
3. AACS Hall or Honor Policy
4. AACS Life Achievement Award Policy
5. The Thomas F. Buckley Service Award Policy 
6. The AACS Convention Committee Charter
7. The Board of Directors Nominating Committee Charter. 

With the exception of the Fiscal Management Committee Charter all can be read on the Web
Site.  Members wanting copies of any of the above items, including the Fiscal Management
Charter should contact the Executive Director and/or the Executive Secretary.
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Proposed Changes to the Constitution & By-Laws
(Proposed for adoption on September 27, 2008)

CONSTITUTION:  ARTICLE I.  NAME
The name of this organization shall be the Air Force Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association. The name
of the Association is the natural fit for all members who have served or are serving as communicators,
information/cyber specialists, air traffic controllers, maintainers or other related support  skills. 

BY-LAWS:  ARTICLE I. NAME
The name of this organization shall be the Air Force Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association. The name
of the Association is the natural fit for all members who have served or are serving as communicators,
information/cyber specialists, air traffic controllers, maintainers or other related support  skills. 

Rationale: As our ages continue to increase, and fewer and fewer ex-communicators and air traffic controllers who
served in AACS, AFCS & AFCC, join our Association, we must look to the future and recruit those airman serving
today & others.  AACS was elevated to Major Air Command Status in 1961 (47 years ago) & became AFCS.  AFCS was
renamed AFCC in 1979 (29 years ago) and AFCC was deactivated in 1993 (15 years ago). In the past 15 years
Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers have been in different base units and  in different Major Air Commands.
Our Mission statement is to maintain a viable Association to enable those serving today to enjoy the fellowship that
we have had since 1977.  Therefore, the Board of Directors is proposing this name change in order to better
describe who we are and to enhance our recruiting efforts of those airman serving today and others as we continue
to remain a viable Association.  

BY-LAWS:  ARTICLE VII  SECTION 7, ELECTIVE OFFICERS

Change wording in paragraph to read: “The Director For Membership will forward money received for dues, dona-
tions, etc. to the Treasurer for deposit in the main bank account.”

Rationale: The Director for Membership no longer maintains a bank account.
Add the following paragraph; “The Associations fiscal year for accounting purposes and for any Internal Revenue
(IRS) reporting will be from July 1 to June 30 of the following year. All required IRS TAX Forms will be coordinated
with the Executive Director and the Financial Management Policy Committee (FMPC), prior to any submission to the
IRS. Based on the June 30 date as the end of our fiscal year, required IRS TAX FORMS will be submitted to the IRS by
the 15th day of the 5th month after the end of the Association Fiscal Year. To fully comply with the current IRS tax
policy, required reports must be received by the IRS no later than November 15 of each year.”

Rationale: To fully comply with the new IRS Tax rules for 501 (c) (19) organizations.

*****************************************************cut out and mail to ***********************************************
Bob Akard,
937 Venice Road
Knoxville, TN 37923-2044
ABSENTEE BALLOT –  MAIL NLT SEPT 1, 2008 IF YOU DO NOT ATTEND THE BRANSON CONVENTION

I am an active member of the AACS Alumni Association and hereby vote:

Yes________No________ to the proposed name change.
Yes________No________ to changes to Article VII, Chapter 7

_______________________________________________                ________________
(Name & Signature) (Date)

Comments: (if any)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________



TREASURER’S REPORT AS OF MAR 8, 2008

Our financial condition continues to be strong; membership growth, coupled with
donation income and the 2007 Convention excess has increased our net worth over
last year’s figures. Balance is $88,813.23 as of March 8, 2008.  A formal Financial

statement will be included in the November 2008 AACS Communicator in a format that will sat-
isfy the annual 501 (c) (19) IRS filing.  Our Budget year is from June 1 to June 30 the following
year.  Our charitable donations continue to assist the Air Force Village and the Air Force Enlisted
Village and are much appreciated by these organizations.  

Ray Sharpless, Treasurer, AACS Alumni Assn., Inc.
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ATTENTION ALL AACS HAMS

Mr. Fernand Morizot, has been designated as
the Telecommunications et Controle

(ANATC-TNB), representative OUTSIDE
OF FRANCE.  He is the President of the

Provence, Cote d’azur and Corse of ANATC-
TNB.  He is responsible for their Radio

Club (Call Sign f8khg).  Mr. Morizot’s per-
sonal call sign is f6ast.  If any of our Hams

can make contact with their club or himself,
he would be most appreciative. 

George Reeves
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MISSED ROLL CALL
Since the November 2007 Communicator

We are happy to report that Stanleigh Turner who
was reported on the Nov 2007 MRC list is alive and well.

Anderson, Roland E.
Beatty, Gale
Berry. Carl W.
Blaase, Mrs. Robert W. “Donna” 
Brummitt, George D.
Bush, Mrs. Robert “Aleene”
Carlson, “Ted”
Courter, Mrs. Norman “Charlotte”
Dillman, James P.
Eccleston, John B,
Ernst, Emil
Evans, Ed
Fitzgerald, Edward
Gaumer, Ray
George, Robert
Glettler, “Barney”
Hanson, Calmer
Harding, Warren, W.

Horvath, James
Jeffers, William J.
Kisliuk, Edward
Lamb, Gerald H.
Lyle, Donald W.
McAuley Mrs. Kenneth, “Annie Jo”
Payne, Mrs. Billy P. “Pat”
Reece, John B.
Renaldo, Mrs. Peter,  Elizabeth “Liz”
Rhoades, Jackie L.
Sansone, Mrs. Rocco, “Cordelia”
Shelton, Charles W.
Sprouse, William R.
Solov, Harry
Wheeler, Edward D.
Whetstone, Martin
Wilkinson, Thomas K.
Winters, Mrs. Ralph “Jean”
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More Losses to the 
Alumni Association 

The year 2007 was not kind to the
AACS Alumni Association. The
number of our WWII members
added to our “Missed Roll Call”

listing continues to grow and more
& more “old soldiers” have been

added to the  list.

The loss of Bernard U. “Barney”
Glettler, long time member and

Association Treasurer, Ted Carlson,
Membership and Publisher and Ed
Evans, Ham Coordinator are just a

few examples of our losses.

We will miss them all

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER . . .                                 

It’s high political season.  Once again, pundits enthusiastically engage
in the sport of post-presidential primary hyper-analysis.  Some say that,
come this summer, both the Donkeys and the Elephants might go into
their respective national conventions, not to crown an already chosen
nominee for President, but to finish the business of electing their candi-
date of choice.  When was the last time that happened?

I hope your candidate ends up being the chosen one.  This November,
I hope your candidate ends up being the anointed one.  I know you hope
the same for my candidate.  (And by now, I hope you see this paragraph as
a perhaps lame attempt at dry political humor.)

Through it all, we provide the world another view of democratic
process on parade.  Oh, our process might well be a flawed one.  But all
citizens who choose to be are legitimately involved.  So far there have been
no riots, no beatings or brawls—either on the streets or at the polling
places.  If American history follows precedent, it will continue to be that
way through November’s election and January’s inauguration.

After all that, we’ll get over it one more time.  One more time, “we the
Donkeys” and “we the Elephants” will hitch up together with those who
are neither Donkey nor Elephant.  One more time, we’ll guide the ship of
state and—God willing—move onward.  And upward.  Together.

Where else but in America?
God bless America.  America, bless God!
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT
(JUNE 2008)

Membership numbers have stabilized and are showing a slight growth rate.  I attribute this to the hard
volunteer work of many of our members.  Led by the recruiting efforts of Dave Moore and others we have
gained 86 new members (23 new life members) since 1 Nov 2007.    The web site continues to be a strong
recruiting tool with 30 percent of the new members listing the web site as “How Recruited”.  Our current
active membership stands at 2344.  329 members have renewed (16 have renewed and changed to Life
Member status) since 1 Nov 2007.  As of 24 March 2008 we have 187 members who have not renewed
and will be listed as expired if dues are not renewed by 15 April 2008.

Regretfully, we have lost 23 members who have been reported as Missing Roll Call since Jun 2007.
Those names are listed on the web site and in the Communicator.

Please check the address label on your latest communicator to see when your dues expire.  (i.e. 08-
(first name) indicates dues expire 31 Dec 08.  Some will show e.g. 0310 – (first name) which indicates 31
Mar 2010 expiration.)  We changed the system slightly to insure that members get a full year term for
each $10.00 in dues paid and to help prevent all current year renewals coming due in December of each
year.  
Please refer all membership questions to Walt McLain, 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free
or email: aacsmbrship@comcast.net.  

Walt McLain
Director for Membership

MEET OUR NEW DIRECTOR FOR MEMBERSHIP

Walter D. McLain, CMSgt, USAF (Ret)
USAF 1962 – 1991
Air Traffic Controller, Command CMSgt, NCO PME Commandant

Chief Walt McLain was born in Jefferson City, Tennessee and entered the Air Force in Knoxville, TN in
September 1962.  He completed Basic Training at Lackland AFB, TX and Air Traffic Control School at
Keesler AFB, MS.  He began his Air Traffic Control Career at Randolph AFB Control Tower with assign-
ments following at Ernest-Harmon AFB, Tower/RAPCON; Webb AFB RAPCON; Binh Thuy AB, ATRC;
Myrtle Beach AFB, RAPCON; Shemya AFS, Tower/GCA; Loring AFB, RAPCON; Griffiss AFB, Hq NCA Air
Traffic Control; King Salmon AFS, RAPCON; Grissom AFB, RAPCON; Offutt AFB, Hq SCD/SISD, Command
CMSgt; Keesler AFB, AFCC NCO Academy and Leadership School, Commandant; Scott AFB, Hq AFCC,
Command CMSgt; and Hq ACD, Air Traffic Control.  He was promoted to CMSgt 1 January 1980. During
his career he completed:  Associate Degree in Air Traffic Control, Community College of the Air Force;
Bachelors Degree, University of Nebraska at Omaha, 1972; the AFCC NCO Academy 1973, Richards-
Gebaur AFB; AF Senior NCO Academy 1978, Gunter AFS.  He was the AFCC and ATCA Air Traffic
Controller of the Year in 1972, the AFCC NCO of the Year in 1973, NCA Radar Controller of the Year,
1976, Alaska Air Traffic Control Manager of the Year, 1980, and the SCD Air Traffic Control Manager of
the Year in 1981.  His Awards and Decorations include the Air Force Achievement Medal, Air Force
Commendation Medal (5), Meritorious Service Medal (5) and the Legion of Merit.  He retired from the
USAF October 1, 1991.  He is married to the former Carolyn M. Hackworth and they have two daugh-
ters, Kelly and Shannon.  Walt and Carolyn currently reside in Knoxville, Tennessee.
Walt was selected as the 4th Enlisted man to be inducted into the Air Force
Communications & Information Hall of Fame, Class of 2008.
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“ USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER”

The AACS Alumni Associations Membership Roster is
on the Web Site (www.aacsalumni.com)  in a PDF
format.  To DOWNLOAD the roster you need to

know the following:

User Name: aacsalumni (all lower case letters)
Password: m299kl7 (all lower case letters.  Note that the next to last digit in

the password is the lower case “L”, NOT the number “1”)

REMEMBER TO PROTECT THE USER NAME AND PASSWORD
AND DENY ACCESS TO  UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL

The AACS Web Site is in a PDF FORMAT and you will need Adobe Reader to download it to
your computer.  If you do not have Adobe Reader, there is a link to Adobe.com so you can
download a free copy.  We felt that we can allow more members to download the member-
ship roster using the PDF format as it is the “de-facto” internet standard and that the Adobe

Reader program can be downloaded free. 

READ AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING.
(Remember to RIGHT Click to get the “SAVE TO Menu”)

SUGGEST before you start, you FIRST create a folder on your hard drive and name it
“Membership Roster”.  When you are inputting the downloading

instructions, name the file “Membership Roster” and then download to the AACS Roster folder
you have created…this way, each time you download the roster, it will ask you if you want to
replace the existing file….the answer is YES.. this will save disk space and only store the cur-

rent roster on your computer.

If you have any problems contact Hank Sauer at DirAACS@comcast.net

Member Donations
Nov 08 – Apr 08

William W. Aird
Elijah E. Baker

Emmons E. Battey
J. James Burg
William Cecil
John R. Davis

Harold L English
Antonio T. Fasano
Morton Feingold

Michael D. Ferranto 
William L. Jacobs

Donald W. Jackson

Marvin Johnson
Richard M. Kinderman

Alfred Kohlberg Jr
D. J. MacDonald

John D. May
Darrell R. Merkel
Andrew Milligan
Larry R Morrison
Stephen Nicolino
Henry Povlotsky
Peter Renaldo
Duane Rueb

Donald E. Snyder
Robert L. Snyder
Laurence Sutton
Charles Teston
Calvin Venable

John Vogel
Leo E Washer
Lyle H. West

John Whitehead
Matthew J. Wray

Gerald W. Zablocky
Allen T Zachary
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“Looking For”

THE INDIVIDUAL who gave Gene Sheridan, the AACS Alumni Association

Historian photos of an Air Base in Alaska during the 2007 Convention in

Las Vegas.   Please contact Gene, whose mailing address, email address and

phone number are listed on the inside front cover of this Communicator.

“Stake your Claim” 

This column is published for “claims” by Alumni members who think they are the
“first”, “hold a record” or the “only” person to have achieved or performed something
that no other member has.  Can you top or refute any of the claims already previously
published ?????  If so, send them to Hank Sauer, Editor/Publisher, 111 Carson Lane,
Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or email to:DirAACS@comcast.net

Because of our page limitation for our Communicators, all claims except those published in the last Communicator
have been removed.   Any challenges to claims previously published will be included in the current Communicator
under the section “Challenges to Claims”.

NEW CLAIMS (June 2008): 

1. Richard F. Doyle,  Rich@mensdefense.orgresponded to Bob Brewer’s article on page 46 of the November 2007
AACS Communicator.  Bob claimed to be the only AACS’er to be chewed out General Curtis LeMay.  I can top that,
being (I’m sure), the only airman ever to have “showered” with him.  The General loved judo, and brought 2 instruc-
tors from the Kodokan Institute in Tokyo to Offutt AFB.  One day in 1953 or 1954 I was taking a shower after a les-
son, when his “minions” bowed him into the same small (3 shower head) stall that I occupied.  I never felt so unnec-
essary and beat a hasty retreat.  Only time I ever saw him without a cigar.
Richard Doyle, Former Offutt Approach Controller.

2. Alfonzo Celaya, 2210 Stanton St, San Angelo, TX 76901-1238 or email: alcelaya@msn.com. Claims to have received
more promotions in the same general location  (all in Hawaii) then anyone.
A1C, March 1, 1957 Det-1, 6486th ABW, Bellows Field
SSgt. June 1962, 1957th Comm Gp, Hickam AFB
TSgt, August 1969, Det-3, 1957th Comm Gp, Wheeler Field

3.  Don Fisher, 1800 Nedrah Dr., Ft. Collins, CO 80524 claims to be the only Control Tower 
Operator to start a fire while on duty.  Don was working in Trinidad, BWI (Waller Field) in 1946.  He was alone in the
tower and had two Navy R4D’s in the traffic pattern preparing to land.  One was on his base leg and the other was
flying downwind. I heard something snap and I had a complete electrical power failure.  I knew that those Navy
pilots would be wondering what happened to our voice communications, so I grabbed a vary pistol and fired a
green flare into the air.  The tower was 75 feet high and I dashed down stairs to start the emergency generator.  By
the time I got back to the tower cab, both planes had landed safely. I had forgotten about the flare until the phone
rang and someone wanted to know what the fire was all about.  I looked out the windows and saw that the dry
grassy area between the two parallel runways was ablaze.  Apparently, there was some discarded oil that was
dumped there and was set afire by the flare.  In a short time there was a big black smoky fire going and fire/crash
trucks responding as it appeared like a plane crash.  I explained to my Commander when he called and I guess he
accepted my explanation. 

4. Ed Aagesen, aagesen8549@bellsouth.net,  claims to be the first person on Okinawa to know that President
Kennedy was assassinated.  Ed was an Air Force CW operator stationed with the 2152nd Comm Sq at Naha AB,
Okinawa in 1963.  When Ed received the CW message and reported it to the OIC, he did not believe him.  It was sev-
eral hours later that the message was confirmed as true. 

IF YOU CAN TOP OR REFUTE THE ABOVE CLAIMS, CONTACT THE EDITOR/PUBLISHER.
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From the Photo Album of Harold Swartz
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“PLEASE READ”

Help support the “AACS Alumni Association”

This is our Second ever request for “Donations” to help support the Alumni
Association.  We reported in the November 2006 AACS Communicator, that the
BOD has approved the soliciting of funds to support the long term goals of the
Association.  Because of our aging membership of WWII and Korean Veterans,
and the loss of Communications Unit integrity, our membership will continue to
dwindle. While the number of Life Members continues to increase, it results in a
loss of annual operating funds. We are embarking on new ways to “recruit” ex-

AACS, AFCS and AFCC veterans and those young officers and airman serving
today.  We want to pass on to them an “AACS Alumni Association” that will be a
viable organization and one that will provide them with the same fellowship and
comradely that we have enjoyed since 1977.   If you care to give, only give what
you can afford.  Other than the names of those who donate, no dollar amounts

will be published and all donations are IRS allowed Tax-deductible.

**********************************cut out and mail********************************

Full NAME:_________________________________________________

Mailing
Address:___________________________________________________________________

Amount Donated:

$25_______, $50_______, $75______, $100______ Other $_________

Do you want a Tax Donation Receipt:  yes_____no_______

Please make checks out to:  AACS Alumni Association and mail to:

Ray Sharless
113 Airway Lane

Belton, MO 64012
**********************************************************************

Thank you in advance for any donations.
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EDITOR-PUBLISHER/WEB SITE REPORT

THE COST OF THE NOVEMBER  2007 AACS COMMUNICATOR

PRINTING, LABELING, SHIPPING (3,000 COPIES) $3,395.00
LAYOUT/DRAFT/CONVERSION 550.00
P.O. BULK MAIL CHARGES (2,676 MAILED) 1,028.73
ANNUAL P.O. PERMIT 189 RENEWAL 175.00        
OVERSEAS/MEDIA MAIL 49.00

TOTAL: $5,197.73 
The 2007 P.O. Bulk Mail rate increases have increased our costs by over $400 per-issue.

It cost the Alumni Association approximately $1.73 per-copy to publish and mail the November 2007 AACS Communicator.

NOTE:  Monthly reports for the AACS Editors Bank Account are submitted to the AACS Treasurer.

The AACS Web Site Costs are paid on an annual basis. The cost for 2007 was again $359.00 (under $30.00 per-month).  The AACS
Web Site averages approximately 125 - 150 hits per-day and approximately 3,800 per month.  The total hits on the Web Site as of
this issue, should be over 217,000. The web Site is our biggest recruiter of new members.  Since we created our new Database and
started keeping more accurate records, the web site has been responsible for recruiting well over 600 new members. 

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STORIES AND PHOTOS COMING.  THEY ARE WHAT MAKE THE COMMUNICATOR A “MEM-
BERS” PUBLICATION.  The November 2007 Communicator was mailed during the last week of November and by December
25th, I had already received more stories and pictures that I could fit into the 72 pages for the June 2008 Communicator.  SEND
YOUR STORIES AND PICTURES EARLY.  If I can’t get your stories/pictures in one issue, I will keep them for the next issue.  In
fairness to all members, I use a “first in-first published” policy.  After scanning (into my hard drive) any pictures you send, I will
return them to you.  You do not have to have copies made.

Hank Sauer
AACS Editor/Publisher & Web Site Manager

KEEP YOUR MAILING ADDRESS CURRENT – CONTACT WALT McLAIN
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Larry Camp

We were able to squeeze in a notice in the November
2007 AACS Communicator that Larry had passed away
on October 17, 2007.

As most members know, we do not normally publish
obituary’s, but in the case of one of our “Founders”,
we are waiving this rule.  Older members of the
Alumni Association know that Larry Camp and “Dux”
LeDoux were responsible for founding our Association.
If you are not immediately knowledgeable, you can
read the story on the inside back cover of this issue
of the AACS Communicator. 

Larry has attended almost all of annual conventions
except for a few in his later years due to health
issues.  We were blessed to have him attend the
2006 Convention in Covington, Kentucky and most
of us had an opportunity to talk to him at the Banquet.
He was always positive and always had  only the best
interests of the AACS Alumni Association and its
members in mind.   We will miss him and the guidance
he provided “behind” the scenes to all of us who have
served the Association. 

He really was one of kind.



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200826

WWII PHOTO’S IN THE ALEUTAINS 
(Submitted by Dr. Mark S. Cramer, MD, FAAFP

Son of Lt Marco James Cramer, a WWII Weatherman/Crypto/Radio Officer)
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Hank,

Today I received my membership to AACS Alumni
Association  and a copy of the AACS Communicator.
Thanks for the membership data. This mail has to do
with a picture on page 22, November 2007. There are 3
pictures with John Schobelock in them.  The top picture
is John standing in front of the Squadron sign.  I was
the artist of the four  pictures on that sign.  At the time
I was working in the radio operations section.  This was
in the year 1951.

John was a friend then and after leaving Korea (K-2) we
lost contact.  Some years ago John managed to locate
me along with Tom Hartliep and Chic Adams.  We have
been email buddies for years now.  

John was the one that informed me of the Alumni Association. You can't imagine how surprised I was at seeing the
picture and with  John standing in front of the sign. I hope at some point I can find others I know in the membership
roster.   Thanks for being what you are.......

Richard  Baumgartner
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AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS
2008

(Elected to new Board of Director positions at the Las Vegas Convention/Reunion
were Stan Phillips. Bill Bethea, Hank Sauer, Walt McLain & Gerry Prather)

Executive Director
Stan Phillips

Vice Director Executive Secretary Treasurer
Bill Bethea Bob Akard Ray Sharpless

Editor/Publisher Dir for Membership Sgt-at-Arms
Hank Sauer Walt McLain Gerry Prather
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32nd AACS Alumni Association Convention
The Settle Inn Resort & Conference Center
(The name may change to “The Stone Castle Hotel”)

September 24 – 27, 2008

Hosts: Gene & Irene Sheridan  

Co-Hosts: Dick & Gerry Duncan, Ray & Sally Sharpless, Jim & Erika Van Dyne, 
Bill & Julie Wallace and John & Carol Watson

Make Hotel Reservations
BOOK EARLY TO MAKE SURE YOU
GET A ROOM IN HOTEL BLDG “C”

Send Registration and other forms to Gene Sheridan postmarked No Later Than 

September 5, 2008 

(A late fee of $25.00 will be assessed for all registrations received after September 15th, 2008)

The AACS Hospitality Room in “Knights of the Round Table” room
will be officially opened at Noon (or shortly thereafter) on Wednesday, September

24th, 2008 with finger food
available from 3:00pm until 5:00pm.

Airline Destinations should be to SPRINGFIELD-BRANSON National Airport 

INFORMATION AND FORMS FOLLOW
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32nd AACS Alumni Association Convention
Thousand Hills Golf Resort

(See Golf Registration Form elsewhere in this issue.)

The Thousand Hills Golf resort has been reserved for the “General Farman” golf tournament on Friday,
September 26, 2008, starting at 8:00 AM.  Players will be arriving at 7:30 AM to get their carts, tees, etc.
Play will be a reverse shotgun.  A drink cart will be provided and drinks will be sold by the resort.  No cool-
ers or beverages may be brought onto the golf property.  The dress code is a shirt with collar.  No cut-offs,
sweats, tank tops or clothing with offensive printing will be allowed.  Soft spikes are preferred but are not
required.  Golf carts will be kept well away from tees and greens and returned to the Pro shop immediately
after play. A Deli-Lunch will be served on the Patio, weather permitting, or in the Restaurant.  Four flags will
be used, two for men and two for women (a) longest drive and (b) closest to the pin.  The Resort will score
with the handicap provided by the player on the convention golf registration form.  Players must provide
their handicap.
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*2008 EVENTS FOR OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS TO ENJOY*

WEDNESDAY, September 24, 2008:
+   The Hospitality Room will open at Noon – Midnight (Opening time is approximate)

Knights of the Round Table Room, Building “C”.  Finger Food 3 PM – 5 PM
+  The AACS Hospitality Room will be open On Thursday & Friday from Noon-Midnight

On Saturday Noon- 4PM and from after the Banquet till Midnight.

+   Early sign in at the Registration Table in the Hotel Lobby: Noon – 8 PM
SEE THE CONVENTION SCHEDULE FOR SPECIFIC INFORMATION

THURSDAY, September 25, 2008: (Continental Breakfast in Hosp Room, 7 Am – 9 AM)

WHAT:  ANNUAL PRAYER DINNER

TIME:  6PM (Kings Court Hosp Room)

COST:  $ 25 PER-PERSON

**************************************************************************************************
WHAT: PRESLEY’S COUNTRY JUBILEE

TIME: BUS leaves 7 PM

COST:  $ 40 PER-PERSON

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2008: (Continental Breakfast in Hosp Room 7- 9 AM)

WHAT: The Annual ‘General Farman” Golf Tourney

WHERE:  Thousand Hills

TIME:  Car pools will leave Hotel around  7  AM

COST:  $ 55.00 PER-PERSON

Complete the Golf registration form and submit with your  
Convention Registration and Name Tag Forms.
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WHAT:  Yakov Smirnoff Show (will keep you “laughing” all day)

TIME:  BUSES WILL LEAVE HOTEL AT 2 PM   

COST:  $40.00 PER-PERSON

WHAT:  SIX  Dinner and Show

WHEN:  Bus leaves 6 PM

COST:  $ 50.00 PER-PERSON

SATURDAY. SEPTEMBER 27, 2008

Buffet Breakfast: 7 – 9:30 AM - 
General Meeting:  7:30 AM – 11 AM

Reports, Election of Officers, Proposal Votes, etc
State of Air Force Air Traffic Control
Memorial Service

ANNUAL BANQUET (Stonehenge Hospitality Room)
Pay as you go Bar 5:45 PM
BE SEATED BY 6:30 SHARP

Posting of the Colors & Pledge
Invocation
Introduction of Guests
POW/MIA Ceremony
2008 Awards
State of AF Comm/Info
Guest Speaker
Hospitality reopens

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 28, 2008
(Continental Breakfast in Stonehenge Hosp room, 7:30 AM – 10-30 AM)

Close the 2008 Convention
Brief Overview of the 2009 Convention
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2008 BOD Meeting

Meeting will be held in the Kings Court Room

32nd Annual Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, September 25, 2008-12:00 PM-4:00 PM

Tentative Agenda

Old Business

New Business

• Organization Name Change & Vote

Board Member Reports

2009 Budget Review and Approval

Income/Expense-12 Month Review

2009 Convention Location/Host

Recruiting Report-David Moore

Award Nominations:

• AF Hall of Fame
• AACS Hall of Honor
• Life Achievement
• Thomas F. Buckley

Subjects Presented by the BOD and/or Alumni Members

A box lunch is included for the Board of Directors.

Beginning at 12:45 PM, Non-Voting Members and AACS Committee Members may participate
along with any AACS Alumni Member choosing to attend and/or present a subject to the Board.
Only Voting Members of the Board can be present when conducting a formal vote. Members can
write to the Executive Secretary prior to the convention with written proposals, questions and
comments for the Board to address no later than 30 days prior to the convention start date.
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Directions to the

“SETTLE INN RESORT & CONFERENCE CENTER”
Branson, MO

(The name may change to “The Stone Castle Hotel”)
(417) 335-4700 or toll free (800) 677-6906

3050 Green Mountain Drive
Branson, Missouri 65616

By Air: Springfield Airport is located In Springfield, Missouri approximately 35 to 45 miles north of Branson. The

following Airlines fly into Springfield-Branson National Airport. 

Delta   from Atlanta, GA and Cincinnati, OH
NWA   from Memphis, TN, Detroit, MI and Minneapolis/St. Paul, MN
American Airlines   from Dallas/Fort Worth, TX, Chicago, IL-O’Hare, and St. Louis, MO.
United   from Denver, CO and Chicago, IL-O’Hare
Allegiant Air    from Orlando-Sanford, FL, St Petersburg, FL and Las Vegas, NV
Shuttle Transportation

Branson Coach & Tri-Lakes Shuttle at (417)-339-4888 or (800)-841-2313) and FAX at (417)-339-3431 provides one-way
transportation to the Settle Inn for $79.90 for 1 or 2 people by reservation only, at least 24 hours in advance.
Additional passengers will be charged at $39.50 per person.

Rental Companies:  The host suggests that members flying in may want to coordinate with other members they know
who will also be flying to Branson and sharing the bus trip or sharing a rental car. The following companies are at the
Springfield Airport.
Avis – Budget – Enterprise – Hertz – National – Thrifty
If you rent a car at either the Springfield Airport or at Branson, you should return to where you rented it or pay a fee
for dropping the car off at a different location.

By Automobile: Turn West onto Highway 76 (known as the “Branson Strip”) to the intersection of Gretna Rd.

(Highway 165) and Highway 76. The Titanic is on your right. Turn left on Gretna road and then turn left on Green

Mountain Road at the first traffic light. The hotel will be on your right.

Hotel Parking is FREE.   RV Parking is permitted on the parking lot. There are no hook-ups. CHECK WITH HOTEL FOR RV
AUTHORIZED PARKING. Musicland Kampground is less than one mile from the hotel for the RVer’s.
Go to www.kampground.com or call 1-(888)-248-9080 for rates, etc.

IF DRIVING – “DRIVE SAFELY”
IF YOU GET LOST – CALL:  The Hotel at (417)-335-4700 or (800)-677-6906

Or
Host Gene Sheridan at:   (816)-863-0264
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Duke Snyder - Life Achievement Award Maj. Gen. Prather
Thomas F. Buckley Service Award



The AACS Communicator •            •   June 200842



The AACS Communicator •            •   June 200843



The AACS Communicator    • • June 200844

“Order of the Sword”
(Another AACS Life Member HONORED)

With all the pomp and circumstance the U.S. Air Forces in Europe enlisted corps could muster,
some 950 guests witnessed the induction of General William T. Hobbins, USAFE Commander, into
the “Order of the Sword”.  The Order of the Sword is the highest honor enlisted Airmen can
bestow on a Commander.  Gen & Mrs. Hobbins were in the receiving line until 0230 hours.  The
Club could not hold
anymore.

General Hobbins is a
Life Member of the
AACS Alumni
Association and retired
on February 1, 2008.  To
say we are proud is an
understatement to say
the least.
Congratulations is the
operative word.

The AACS Editor
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Ron Tallmadge Looks back
Itazuke AB Japan - 1950
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Another
Schobelock Serving

John Schobeloc’s granddaugh-
ter, Katerina is an Airman 1st
Class serving with the 962nd
Airborne Air Control Squadron.
(Note that this relates to
“AACS).  John served as a Tower
Operator in AACS units in the
49-52 time frame.  His grand-
daughter was written up for the
following: 

“Airman 1st Class Katerina
Schobelock, 962nd Airborne Air
Control Squadron corrected
several computer system mal-
functions onboard the E-3
Airborne Warning and Control
Systems aircraft, during an
exercise at Hickam AFB, Hawaii.
She troubleshot and repaired a
hard fault, preventing loss of
passive detection capability.  In
addition, she recovered two
seats with display problems and
resolved a computer processor
failure and numerous computer
display errors during the week-
long exercise.  Her actions led
to 100 percent on-station time
on four exercise sorties.  

Editor’s Note:  Looks like it runs
in the family.  Well done
Katerina !!!!
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“Old Timers”

The photo of past AACS Alumni members, Jules Wenglare and Ed Evans, shows how frag-
ile our membership is and the losing of our WWII Radio Operators.  As many of you know
Jules was with the first group of AACS (American) troops who went into Japan to set up
the communications for the surrender talks and Ed was our long time Ham Coordinator.
Jules amateur radio call sign was W6YO and it was reissued to the “Jules Wenglare
Memorial” station in Air Force Village, San Antonio, Texas.  Ed Evans passed away in late
2007.
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Dear Hank:
The following pictures are from my tour in the Belgian Congo with the 14th AACS Sq, in 1942.
The cadre of the 14th AACS Officers (photo taken in West Palm Beach) is shown just before they
left for the Belgian Congo. These photos are a follow up to Arthur Elkins letter in the Nov 2007
Communicator (page 22).

Lester B. McAllister
1400 N. Drake, Apt 255
Kalamazoo, MI 49006U
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Dear Mac:

I just received the latest issue of the AACS Communicator.  Sorry that I couldn't attend the conven-
tion in Las Vegas, but I was unable to get away the week of the convention.  I did go the next week,
but it was a week late and a dollar short.

I am writing regarding the piece by Bob Brewer on page 46 about meeting General LeMay.  I was
working in the Vice Chief's office when Gen. LeMay was Chief of Staff.  I usually would meet him at
least once a day in the hall way or taking something to his office.  His response to my salutation was
usually a grunt.  However, he was a very nice person to work for.

After he retired, the Col. Blanchard that Bob Brewer spoke of was appointed Vice Chief of Staff.
John P. McConnell was Chief of Staff.  Gen Blanchard died of a massive heart attack during an early
morning ops meeting in the JCS ops center in 1966.  He was only 50 years old.  
I worked with a number of old timers in AACS who were given direct commissions when WWII
began.  Walter B. Berg was a Lt Col in CBI (he got reprimanded for venting his frustration of the lack
of support for AACS).  Everett (Pappy) Sells was a Captain.  

The Col. Jess Guthrie had the nickname "Tex" and he commanded the AACS Group in Texas (EUCOM
Softball, page 28).  I am sure that was later than 1950.
On page 9, Hank Sauer mentioned that John Rohloff in Germany in 1949/1950.  John Rohloff was still
at Andrews in 1950 when I was assigned to the Embassy in Rome, so it must have been later.

Truman Billingsley

Editors Note: Truman, Col Guthrie was the Commander of the 1807th AACS Wing in 1950, just
before Col (later Maj Gen) E. Blair Garland took Command in mid-1950.  Mac Maginnis,
myself and a few other members of the Alumni Association played basketball for then Col
Garland from October 1950 until April 1951.  John Rohloff got me the Air Attache job in the
American Embassy in London in early 1959.  Thanks for your input on Bob Brewers article.
Hope you can make the Branson, Missouri Convention in September.  There are lots of us
who would love to sit and hear some stories from the past.
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Walt,
This story appeared in the 623rd AC&W
Newsletter, to which I also belong.
Because it is about a Control Tower
incident I believe it more rightfully
belongs in our AACS Communicator.
Please forward it to the right guy for
consideration.
Thanks

Bill Shine



N
ew

 M
em

b
er

s 
R

ep
o

rt
 s

in
ce

 t
he

 J
un

e 
20

07
 A

A
CS

Co
m

m
un

ic
at

o
r

L
A

S
T

F
IR

S
T

 
S

P
O

U
S

E
S

 
H

A
M

/C
A

L
L

 &
 

U
N

IT
 &

 
D

at
es

 
S

T
R

E
E

T

N
A

M
E

N
A

M
E

M
I

N
A

M
E

E
M

A
IL

 
C

O
M

M
A

N
D

 F
O

R
 

IN
 A

F
A

D
D

R
E

S
S

C
IT

Y
S

TA
T

E
Z

IP

The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200858



59The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 2008



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200860



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200861



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200862



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200863



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200864



The AACS Communicator    •            •    June 200865

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION

MAIL TO:  Mr. Walt McLain, 4514 Haverty Dr., Knoxville, TN 37931-3657
Email:aacsmbrship@comcast.net 
Types of Membership
Life  & Regular Membership is based on service (men and women) as a commissioned officer, warrant officer, non-commis-
sioned officer, enlisted or civilian, who has served  or is serving in any communications/information or air traffic control unit or
holds or held a MOS, AFSC or other skill identifier as a communicator/information, air traffic controller or support skill in any Air
Force Major Air Command (AACS, ACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, SAC, TAC, ADC, USAFSS MAC, etc., or the current com-
mands)  Spouses of a surviving member are also eligible for Regular membership.  The Life Membership of a deceased member
will transfer to the surviving spouse unless he/she requests otherwise. Associate Membership is subject to the approval of the
Alumni Associations Executive Board for individuals who actively supported any communications/information or air traffic con-
trol activity, but otherwise does not meet the criteria for Life or Regular Membership. Associate Members are not eligible to vote
or to hold office in the Association, but are treated like all other members.

Regular and Associate Membership dues are $10.00 per-year, payable in two-year increments.
Life Memberships are based on age:
To – 50 years of age = $165
51 – 60 years of age  = $145
61 – 70 years of age  = $115
71 --?  Years if age  = $75

Life Membership ___Regular___Associate ___Amouunt of money enclosed: $______
(check one category of membership and make check out to AACS Alumni Association)
PRINT CLEARLY

Date:______FIRST NAME: ______________MI ____LAST NAME_____________SPOUSES  FIRST NAME__________________
HAM SIGN_________________EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________

UNIT(s) AND COMMAND(s) (For the Membership Roster – limited to approximately 2 units and 3 abbreviated
Commands) ___________________________________________________________________

**DATES SERVED IN AF or Armed Forces: __________(44-46, 48-75, 50-54 etc) (IMPORTANT)
ERA’s Served: ____________________________(WWII, Korea, RVN, Gulf, etc) 
St.Address;____________________City___________________State___ZIP_________-_______(9 digits)
Country:__________________
Phone Number:__________________Date of Birth:____________(Important)
Service Status: Officer__Warramt__Enlisted__Civilian__Tech Rep __  Other___ 
How were you recruited: Members Name___________________, Web Site _______,Magazine ___________(provide
name) or other ______________________________Combat area or Base:_______________Additional Comm/ATC
units____________________What did you do in the AF: ____________________________e.g. Tower, GCA, Crypto, Radio
Maint, Personnel, etc)

NOTE: AACS covers 1938-1961, AFCS covers 1961-1979, AFCC covers 1979-1993, AFC4A. AFCA and/or AFFSA covers
1993 to present. List other commands as appropriate.
If you have any questions contact Mac Walt McLain at TOLL FREE  1-866-299-1045
PLEASE COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION

If you are a “SNOWBIRD” PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING:
(The AACS Communicators are mailed around 15 May & 15 Nov)

Second St. Address:________________________City:_______________State____ZIP _______-____
Second Phone Number:______________If different email address;________________________
Dates this second address will be used:   From_______________TO_______________________
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You can help in recruiting new members !!!!!!

You can obtain extra copies of AACS Communicators
and the AACS Brochure to send to possible new members

or you can ask the Director for Membership to
mail copies to prospective new members.

You can call TOLL FREE TO Walt McLain
1-866-299-1045 or email him at

aacsmbrship@comcast.net

DO IT TODAY !!!!!!



“THE ACTIVE DUTY AIR FORCE PAGE”
“Background”

In 2004, the AACS Alumni Association unanimously voted to change our
Constitution to authorize Air Force Communications, Information, Air Traffic 

Controllers, Maintenance and Support personnel (Officers, Airman and Civilians) who
have served or are now serving in any Air Force Major Command

(including Joint/Specified Commands).

The changes in eligibility were predicated on ensuring the perpetuity of the AACS Alumni
Association as the growing age of the current 2,300 plus members is now over 74 years in age,

with a significant number of them being WWII veterans.  The age factor was a major concern in maintaining a viable
Association for the long-term and to provide an Association such as ours, to those individuals now serving in the

Air Force.  The AACS Alumni Association was formed in 1977 to provide a forum for those who served, to meet on
an annual basis to renew friendships and make new ones and to stay abreast of the changes in the Air Force.

Please see in this issue our rationale for a name change of the Alumni Association to the
“Air Force Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association”  this change will better define who we are.

In simple terms we “is” Communicators (in the broadest terms) & Air Traffic Controllers.

Each year at our annual convention, we present an annual award with a Trophy (ceramic eagle), Certificate and
$100 check to an outstanding Air Traffic Controller and a Communications/Information Professional of the Year
(E1 to E5). The Air Force Communications Agency and the Air Force Flight Standards Agency select the Airman
to be honored each year.    In 2006, the Air Traffic Controller of the Year was SrA Joshua Matias, Air Mobility

Command and the Communications/Information Professional of the Year was SSgt Jacob Flores,
Air Force Material Command.

The 2007 Air Traffic Controller of the Year was A1C Sarah B. O’Brien of the 3 OSS, Elmendorf AFB,
AK and the Communications/Information Professional of the Year is SSgt Jaclyn Rutan of 3 CS,

Elmendorf AFB, AK.

The AACS Alumni Association WELCOMES all our new Air Force active duty “readers” and hopes that you will enjoy
our official publication and take part in this great Alumni Association, who continues to maintain a close

relationship with our active duty brethren.   It has been our custom for many years that if our annual
convention/reunion is being held in a city close to an Air Force Base, we invite as our guests for the Banquet,

members of the local communications and air traffic control units.  At many of these Banquets, it is not unusual for
our older members to tell the “young Officers, NCO’s and Airmen”, sitting with us, that they should look around, as
in 40 to 50 years, they will be trading places with us.  It is our custom to have the Air Force Flight Standards Agency

(AFFSA) provide a “State of Air Force Air Traffic Control” presentation and the Senior Air Staff
Communications/Information Leadership to provide a “State of Air Force Communications/Information”

presentation, In addition, the Air Force Communications Agency (AFCA) History Office provides historical displays
at our conventions/reunions to depict significant events in our Air Force Communications

and Air Traffic Control History.

Stories and photos for “The AACS Communicator” should be forwarded to:
Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or emailDirAACS@Comcast.net( phone: 865-482-3013)

NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1st  AND OCTOBER 1st of each year (THE EARLIER THE BETTER).

Questions about membership or about our Association should be addressed to:
Walt McLain, 4514 Haverty Dr, Knoxville, TN 37931-3657, acsmbrship@comcast.net

or 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free

Visit the AACS Web Site: www.aacsalumni.com  
“Fellowship in the Company of Equals”
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NEW PX/BX ITEMS

We have added two new items for our
well dressed Alumni Members.  A Blue Wind Shirt with our AACS embroided patch,

made of nylon and lined with a cotton lining and new original Blue AACS Patches. The
Windshirt is ideal for spring and fall outer garments. Initially they will be stocked in

Medium, Large and Extra Large sizes.  See PX/BX order form on page 68.  Price for the
Windshirt is $23.00, including shipping.  We have added “The Old Blue AACS Patch”

without AACS –AFCS –AFCC embroided on it. Cost is $8.00, including shipping.
All PX/BX Items are sold at cost plus shipping.

SEE PAGE 68 FOR ORDER FORM
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Mission Statement

To foster continued awareness of the Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control
missions previously accomplished by AACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, other past
& current Major Air Commands. To provide a forum for educational and humanitarian
services, to renew & make new friendships and to exchange ideas of common interest
concerning people and activities associated with Communications & Air Traffic Control.

To fully support the goals and missions of the U.S. Air Force and to honor each year the
AACS Air Traffic Controller and Communications/Information Professional of the year as
selected by the Air Force.  Of significant importance is to mange the Association to be a

viable Association in the future for those Airman/Officers/Civilians serving today.

The Beginning

The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Alumni Association meeting
was held in Columbus, Ohio in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “Emeritus” Larry

Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as a result of a conversation with
“Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.  Some of
the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal,
Ken Klise, Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux

LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson, Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.
This group established the high standards that still drive the AACS Alumni Association
and we owe them and all the individuals who attended that first meeting a great big

“Thank You”

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

1977 – 1978 Hack Neal
1979 – 1980 Bob Dickerson
1981 – 1982 Joe Beler
1983 – 1984 Don Donnell
1985 – 1986 Wally Bailey
1987 – 1991 Bob Brewer
1992 – 1993 Cal Venable
1994 – 1997 Jasper Vaughn
1998 – 2001 Hank Sauer
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer

2008 - Stan Phillips

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”



TO: THOSE POTENTIAL MEMBERS OF THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION !
QUESTION:  WHO OR WHAT IS THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ?

ANSWER: An Association that is comprised of over 2,300 members who began their service in the
Army Air Force before WWII and who served in the first dedicated communications element to
provide communications and air traffic control as its primary mission and members who have served
since then in any communications or air traffic control unit, including those serving today.  This new
Army Air Force organization, was formed in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways Communications
System” (AACS).  During WWII, it was renamed the “Air Communications Service” (ACS) and placed
under the then “Air Transport Command” and within months was renamed once again as the “Airways
and Air Communications Service” (AACS).  In 1961, AACS was elevated to a Major Air Command and
renamed “Air Force Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to “Air Force
Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990’s the Air Force was undergoing major
reorganizations and realignment of functions and AFCC was downsized and renamed the “Air Force
Command, Control, Communications & Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was
renamed the “Air Force Communications Agency” (AFCA) which is still an active Air Force
organization.  Also in the early 1990’s, the Air Force created the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency”
(AFFSA) and reassigned air traffic control responsibilities to this new Agency.

Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association was formed (1977) the membership criteria
changed  from individuals who only served in AACS units, to include all communicators
information/air traffic control and support skills regardless of what Major or Joint Command
an individual served in, including today’s active duty personnel.

Because of the heritage of the letters “AACS” and its unique contributions to long-haul 
communications and air traffic control, the Association has decided to maintain “AACS” as
our organizational name.  This could change in the future as our members who served from 1938 to
1961 are added to our “Missed Roll Call” list, and a new organizational name becomes more
appropriate.

While the answer above is long, the short answer is “any individual who served or is serving in any
Air Force Communications or Air Traffic Control unit, in any skill set, from 1938- to today, “is” the
AACS Alumni Association.

The AACS motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, but the glue that
holds us all together through the different decades.  The AACS Alumni Association is
comprised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers, which includes over 50 General
Officers, active and retired. 

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.

R.P. Sauer – Editor/Publisher
111 Carson Lane

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
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