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2009 Air Force Communications/Information
Hall of Fame

The following individuals were inducted into
The Hall of Fame - Class of 2009

Lt Gen William Donahue     Lt Gen John Woodward    Maj Gen George Lampe

Maj Gen Gerald Prather          Maj Gen John Stihl      Brig Gen Duncan Campbell

Brig Gen Charles Jiggetts                            Colonel Gil Sentimore

Congratulations to these outstanding individuals and their families.  Their service
and dedication to the air Force and to our country is much appreciated.
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

On December 11, 2008 my wife Jo-Ann and I had the opportunity and privilege to attend the 2009 Air
Force Communications and Information Hall of Fame Ceremony, held at the Hilton Alexandria Mark
Center, Alexandria, Virginia, just outside of Washington, D.C. Also in attendance, was member Joe
Duffy, along with fellow Board Members Hank Sauer and Bill Bethea; who are current members of the
Hall of Fame. The Hall of Fame provides the venue to recognize the achievements of past military
leaders and civil servants, whose contributions helped the U.S. Air Force, maintain its position of
excellence in the communications and information community.

The evening began with a cordial cocktail hour, accompanied with pleasant conversation and the opportunity to greet
old friends and make new acquaintances. During dinner, the Air Force “Strolling Strings”, a talented group of violin play-
ing musicians, provided the audience of 130 plus with a delightful selection of musical treats that had everyone swaying
in their seats and their feet tapping.

There were a total of eight inductees into the Air Force Communications and Information Hall of Fame, Class of 2009.
Seven (LGen Bill Donahue, LGen Jack Woodward, MGen George Lampe, MGen John Stihl, BGen Duncan Campbell,& Col
Gil Sentimore) of the inductees are members of the AF Comm & ATC Association; including our own Board Member,
MGen Gerry Prather. Gerry's 32 year Air Force career was highlighted, along with his many individual accomplishments. It
was a gathering of “Warriors” and a most memorable evening.

In the administrative area; we have completed the necessary procedures to incorporate the organization's name change
to the Air Force Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers Association. This is a preamble for the Internal Revenue's
requirement to complete the process of the name change and maintain our IRS 501 (c) (19) status. We have submitted
the name change request to the IRS and expect a favorable response in the immediate future.

We are all looking forward to the Air Force Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers Association Annual
Convention/Reunion to be held at the Holiday Inn Resort and Conference Center, Grand Island, NY, September 23-27,
2009. Our Hosts, Dan and Barbara Ann Morabito have planned some fun events in the greater Niagara Falls area and
extend a cordial invitation to all of our members and their guests to attend. Hope to see you there!

Stan Phillips
Executive Director

ATTENTION:  Writing check to the Association !!
The IRS has officially changed our name.  Effective immediately make all

checks out to:
“THE AF COMM & ATC ASSOC.”
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Missed Roll Call
(Since the November 2008 Communicator)

AIREY, PAUL (1st CMSAF)
Bauman, A. W.

Cassity, James S.
Geffen, Howard
Haley, Wendell P.

Mosley, Rev. Cyrus P. 
Pugh, Robert L.

Greene, Sam (BGen)   
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“Missed Roll Call”

WASHINGTON, DC - Former Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force Paul Wesley
Airey died March 11, 2009 in Panama City, Fla.

"Chief Airey was an Airman's Airman and one of the true pioneers for our service,"
said Gen. Norton Schwartz, Air Force Chief of Staff. "He was a warrior, an innova-
tor. and a leader with vision well ahead of his time. 
His legacy lives today in the truly professional enlisted force we have serving our
nation, and for that we owe him a debt of gratitude."

"Chief Airey is the most respected enlisted Airmen in the history of the Air Force," said Chief Master Sergeant of the
Air Force Rodney J. McKinley.   "When we speak of today's Airmen standing upon the shoulders of giants as they
reach for the sky and stars -- it was upon Paul Airey's shoulders they stood.
We will truly miss his leadership, counsel and friendship."

The first CMSAF was always a leader. During World War II he flew as a   B-24 radio operator and additional duty aeri-
al gunner. On his 28th mission,  then-Technical Sergeant Airey and his fellow crewmen were shot down over Vienna,
Austria, captured, and held prisoner by the German air force from July 1944 to May 1945. During his time as a pris-
oner of war he worked tirelessly to meet the basic needs of fellow prisoners, even through a 90-day forced march.

Chief Airey was born in Quincy, Mass., on December 13, 1923. At age  eighteen, shortly after the bombing of Pearl
Harbor on December, 7, 1941,  Airey quit high school to enlist in the Army Air Forces on November 16, 1942. He
later earned his high school equivalency certificate through off-duty study.

Chief Airey held the top enlisted from April 3, 1967 to July 31, 1969.  During his tenure he worked to change loan
establishments charging exorbitant rates outside the air base gates and to improve low retention during the Vietnam
Conflict. Chief Airey also led a team that laid the  foundation for the Weighted Airman Promotion System, a system
that has stood the test of time and which is still in use today. He also advocated for an  Air Force-level Senior
Noncommissioned Officer Academy. His vision became reality when the academy opened in 1973, becoming the
capstone in the development of Air Force Senior NCOs.

Chief Airey retired August 1, 1970. He continued advocating for Airmen's rights by serving on the boards of numer-
ous Air Force and enlisted  professional military organizations throughout the years. He was a member of the Board
of Trustees for the Airmen Memorial Museum, a member of the Air Force Memorial Foundation and the Air University
Foundation.

After retirement, Chief Airey lived in Panama City, Fla. with his wife Shirley. Mrs. Airey died in 2001.

Chief Airey was always proud of Airmen. "I have seen many changes as we progressed from simple air power to
today's aerospace force. The enlisted corps has kept pace with that progress, for it is pride and dedication that
keep enlisted men at their posts, not the lure of an easy life and secure future. It is the desire to serve our country
that motivates today's Air Force," he said at the Air Force's 20th Anniversary ceremony in 1967.

On the north wall of the Air Force Memorial in Washington D.C., Chief Airey's thoughts on Airmen are immortalized,
"When I think of the enlisted force, I see dedication, determination, loyalty and valor."

The Air Force Association honored Airey with its Lifetime Achievement   Award in 2007.  Chief Airey truly spent a
lifetime serving a nation and a force he loved,  said Michael Donley, Secretary of the Air Force. "From his first days
flying World War II combat missions in Europe, to his work improving the welfare  of enlisted per-
sonnel as the first Chief Master Sergeant of the Air Force,   and his recent role as a mentor to
today's Airmen, Chief Airey was a man of   honor and commitment to things greater than himself.
His passing is mourned by all Airmen around the globe."
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Treasurer's Report
March 30, 2009

Finances continue to improve.  Our main sources of income are membership fees,
donations, BX sales, and moneys from our annual conventions.  Our charitable dona-

tions continue to assist the Air Force Village and the Air Force Enlisted Village and are much appre-
ciated by these organizations.  Following is the current financial statement for our organization as of
the end of our fiscal year period (March 30 2009). 
Ray Sharpless, Treasurer, AACS Alumni Assn., Inc.

Assets

Checking Account 16,493.75
(Includes $ 2,729.62 in Convention Search Account)
Convention Advances (2009) 2500.00
Communicator Publisher's Account 195.04
CD's (2 @ $10,000 and 6 @ $5,000) 57,181,50
Inventory Assets:
AF Comm/ATC Inv 3,996.00
AACS Inv. 8,090.69

Equipment (Book Value) 1090.69

Total Assets $89,546,98

Liabilities

2009 Convention Commitment $55,000.00

Net Assets $34,546.98 

Total Liabilities & Equity $89,546.98

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT
June  2009

We have gained 34 new members since 1 Nov 2008.    The web site continues to be a strong recruiting tool with 38
percent of the new members listing the web site as “How Recruited”.  Our current active membership stands at 2291.
173 members have renewed since 1 Nov 2008.  As of 30 April 2009 we have 347 members who have not renewed
and will be listed as expired, dropping our active member total to 1944.  We have new recruiting brochures
available.  Contact Hank Sauer or Walt McLain for a supply to aid in recruiting new members.  If each member
recruits just one new member we can double our membership.  We still need members to contact active duty folks
and encourage them to join.  They are the future of the organization.  Please check the address label on your latest
communicator to see when your dues expire.  (i.e. 09-(first name) indicates dues expire 31 Dec 09.  Some will show
e.g. 0310 - (first name) which indicates 31 Mar 2010 expiration.  We changed the system slightly to insure that
members get a full year term for each $10.00 in dues paid and to help prevent all current year renewals coming

due in December of each year.  

Please refer all membership questions to Walt McLain, 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free or email aacsmbrship@comcast.net .  

Walt McLain
Director for Membership
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“Stake your Claim” 

This column is published for “claims” by Alumni members who think they are the
“first”, “hold a record” or the “only” person to have achieved or performed something
that no other member has.  Can you top or refute any of the claims already previously
published ??  If so, send them to Hank Sauer, Editor/Publisher, 111 Carson Lane, Oak
Ridge, TN 37830 or email to: DirAACS@comcast.net  

Because of our page limitation for our Communicators, all claims except those published in the last Communicator
have been removed.   Any challenges to claims previously published will be included in the current Communicator
under the section “Challenges to Claims”.

NEW CLAIMS (June 2009): 

Ron Allison, at Ronald.D.Allison@faa.gov claims to be the “only enlisted person in AFCC to be a MAJCOM Chief of Air
Traffic Control Operations (AFRES 1981-1984) and was the only person in AFCC to be a Senior Enlisted Advisor at 2
Divisions (SPCS & PCD),  Commandant of the AFCC PME Center, and the MAJCOM AFCC Senior Enlisted Advisor.

Ken Dunn, 13 Sultana St, Saratoga Springs, NY 12866 claims to be the only AACS Communicator to have cut the
President of the United States off the air.  I was on the night watch at the receiver site at Lajes in the Azores. One of
my duties that night was to monitor President Truman's address to the nation and rebroadcast it over our local AFRS
station for base personnel.  Tech control requested a circuit from Offutt AFB and I informed him that that antennae
was being used to receive the President's address.  A SAC officer got on the line, gave me his rank, name and a
direct order to give him the RTTY circuit. I said yes sir, pulled the plug on the President and patched him in.  I had a
lot of explaining to do that night but the SAC officer backed me up.

Claude Doyle, 4845 Millcreek Rd, Hot Springs, AR 71901 claims to have served as the youngest “Sgt Major” in an
AACS/AFCS Wing or Group.  He was the first Sgt Major in the 1812th AACS Group at Munich Riem Airport, when it was
created in April 1949, at age 20. Editors Note: I can attest to the claim as I was transferred from Templehof to help
set up the crypto center when the Group was formed.  

IF YOU CAN TOP OR REFUTE THE ABOVE CLAIMS, CONTACT THE EDITOR/PUBLISHER.

“Looking For”

NOTICE
The “Looking For” column is now on the Web Site.   Continue to send your notices to Hank Sauer (mailing and
email addresses are on Page 2.) Most Web Site postings will be removed approx 45 days after the mailing of the
next issue of the “Communicator”.  We are not a locator or telephone directory and postings in the
“Communicator” and the “Web Site” are at the discretion of the Web Site Manager.

Looking for a friend of MSgt Willie C. Daniels, Jr (A tower and GCA operator) who was stationed with "Willie" at
Korat AB, Thailand and then to Udorn (1973rd Comm Sq) in the 1968/1970 time frame. "Willie" died in 1979 and a
daughter who lives in England is trying to find out as much about him as she can.  If you can help, contact Joyce
Stewart at dollybhfl731@sbcglobal.net or call 405-273-7107 or 405-245-4945.
Mario Sassano, email: mariosassano@sbcglobal.net is looking for buddies who served in the Orote Tower on
Saipan in 1945-1946.  Mario completed Radio Mechanic school at Truax Field, Wisconsin in1945 and Scott Field
Illinois in the same year. I was discharged as an Air Traffic Service Tech #996. I regulated air traffic in and out of
Marianas, plotted course and position for all aircraft, regulated all radio communication with these aircraft, set
up flight schedules, and maintained logs on aircraft positions, schedules, and altitude. He served overseas for 12
months. Orote Tower was a navel fighter strip and there were just a few troops working it.  Over the hill was a big
B29 bomber base I think was called Harmon Tower.  The guys he replaced had been moved
all over the Pacific before Saipan was secured by the Army and Marines.  The other Orote
troops were all in their 20s and he was the youngest (19) which is probably why they took
care of him.  He is now 83 and Orote troops (if still alive) would be two or three
years older.
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The Ham Report

Well, I got back on the air on January 18, 2009.  After the light-
ning strike in mid-September, 2008, I had several month's
going around and around with my insurance company.  They
finally came through with some money and I was able to place
an order for some new equipment.  I got an Icom IC-718 low
band rig and an IC-2200H 2-meter radio.  Since my beam
antenna got broken up also, I bought a MFJ vertical antenna.  I

thought that a vertical would work better than the directional antenna and it seems to be working out good.
However, I never was able to get it tuned for the 80-meter band.  

The bands have been very quiet lately.  The only guys I have been able to talk to on a regular basis are Fred
Businger (W8KKD) in Ohio on 40-meters and Ray Hammett (K5HWQ) in Texas on 20-meters.  I call on the
Saturday CW net (on 20-meters) as often as I can, but so far I have never heard anyone answering my slow
code.  

There were 10 hams reported as attending the reunion in Branson.  Bud Seel (W9FSK);  Jack Schaab (W9FSX);
Al Lee (W6KQI);  Pat Pelland (W9GMR);  Bob Parrish (W9BP);  Miles Luke (KC5FRB);  John Flaherty (KC0NNJ);
Michael Hunter (KE6EJH);  Karl Mace (K8KAX)); and Bob McDow (W4KOG).  

This year the reunion will be in Grand Island, N.Y., near Niagara Falls.  At this time my plans are not definite,
however, I am going to try to go this year.  I hope that a good number of hams will again attend.  If I do get to
come, I will bring my IC-718 and an antenna of some kind and try to check into the Friday SSB net.

73 to all, George Reeves WD4BMG@aol.com
HAM Coordinator
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Some Pictures from “yester-year”
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CHAPLAIN'S CORNER
Do you remember the scene in the movie “Patton,” when Gen. Patton summoned his chaplain and
ordered him to write a “weather prayer?”  It was during 1944's Battle of the Bulge, in the midst of
foulest winter weather, as Patton's 3rd Army was approaching Bastogne in relief of the encircled 101st
Airborne troops.  Well, here's that prayer: 

THE “WEATHER PRAYER”
By James H. O'Neill, Chaplain (Col.) U. S. Army
Almighty and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech thee, of thy great goodness to restrain these
immoderate rains with which we have to contend.  Grant us fair weather for battle.  Graciously hearken
to us as soldiers who call upon thee that, armed with thy power, we may advance from victory to victory,
and crush the oppression and wickedness of our enemies, and establish thy justice among men and
nations.  Amen!

Like many great prayers, key words and phrases can be addressing both external and internal issues.
That's the also true of the “Weather Prayer.”  Consider the internal possibilities of this
prayer's pleas:  “. . . restrain these immoderate rains with which we have to contend”;
“Grant us fair weather for the battle.”; “. . . hearken unto us . . . that we may advance .
. . and crush the oppression of our enemies . . .”

Like many other great prayers, this one has great possibilities for the pleas of veterans
of today, as it did for those of yesterday.

God's peace,
Jim Burch, Chaplain
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This is our new AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
Recruiting Brochure



The Communicator    •            •    June 200915

*****Attention - Retired Enlisted Personnel*****
The USAA Insurance Company has opened its Membership to enlisted retirees.  You can find them at

www.usaa.com for more information.
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Some Memories of Don Holderness at
Cam Ranh Bay, 1966-1967



First Troops in Japan in 1945

Ezekial (Zeke) Duran, then a TSgt, in the
150th AACS Sq, claims that the Award of
Meritorious Service Unit Plaque to the
139th AACS Sq for “the initial landing
and occupation of Japan by armed
forces of the Army of the United States,
on 28 August 1945”, was not the first
AACS unit to step on Japanese soil.  Zeke
claims that he was part of a group that
staged at Clark Field, PI in preparation to
serve at Kanoya, Japan and activate an
AACS radio station. The backup material
that Zeke provided does not confirm the
date of actual arrival in Japan, but does
confirm that the radio station was being
set up. Can anyone provide more infor-
mation on what AACS unit was the first to
“step on Japanese soil” at the end of
WWII ?

Please provide any information to Hank
Sauer  (see mailing address and email
address on page 2 of the Communicator)

Editors Note:  Thanks Zeke.  It's hard to 
dispute who was first as I surely was not
there, but maybe the AFCA/History Office
or other members can shed some light
on “who was the first”.
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RADAR IN ATC 
Air Traffic Control - Historical Detail - Bruce Wellman 

http://www.rcaf-atc.org/other/other/other-16n.html
In 1935 Dr. Robert Watson-Watt of the United Kingdom determined that "radio detection" was feasible. By 1937,
the first operational station of the British Home Chain was built. It was this technological advance that was the
forerunner of the use of Radar in ATC today. Radar was used extensively by the Allies during the war. In late 1941,
feasibility of experiments in blind landing were carried out at Quonset Point Naval Air Station. On 22 December,
1942 Ensign Griffin USN made the first Ground Controlled Approach at Quonset Point, talked down by Lt Aurand,
USN. The U.S. Army contracted with Gilfillan and the U.S. Navy with Bendix to produce the first ATC radar sets
(AN/MPN 1). Training of personnel on the first GCA sets was somewhat different than today. The tasks of the crews
were as follows:

First Director - Performed initial aircraft pickup and vectored to base leg.
Second Director - Vectored aircraft from base leg to final and coordinated with tower; also performed the same
duty as First Director when more than one aircraft was being controlled by the unit.
Azimuth Tracker - Tracked aircraft on final approach by using cursor.
Elevation Tracker - Tracked aircraft on glide slope by using cursor.
Final Controller - Conducted final approach by giving readings from an Error Meter.
The Azimuth and Elevation trackers did not have direct radio communication with pilots but gave their readings
to the Final Controller. In some cases pilots expressed a great deal of enthusiasm for the GCA facilities, but every
now and agin, there was a Commander who expressed disbelief that some "groundling" would have the temerity
to attempt to tell him how to land his aircraft. In the Story of GCA, written by Chester F. Porterfield, there is a story
of a Colonel Base Commander who did not believe the GCA crew could ever help him.
"The crew got all set up on their own and simply waited for a day when the Colonel got himself caught up in a
heavy fog, and had no choice but to use the GCA facilities. He was brought in to a perfect landing, though the
field was so thoroughly closed that a jeep had to be sent out to guide the plane to its dispersal point; the jeep
drove off the perimeter road twice in the fog. Needless to say, the Colonel changed his mind and became a
staunch GCA supporter from that day onwards." GCA was used at the main RAF Bomber Base of Elsham Wolds,
critical bases of Coastal Command and Prestwick. GCA was used extensively by the Allies at war's end, but it was
the Berlin Airlift of 1947 when GCA became the mainstay; there was little doubt that it was here to stay.

RADAR IN RCAF MILITARY ATC

The RCAF made its first purchases of Ground Control Approach (GCA) units in 1948 and 1950; the Gilfillan
AN/MPN 1(c) units were installed in Montreal (St. Hubert), Greenwood, Edmonton and Sea Island.
In 1951, the RCAF purchased a surplus USAF AN/MPN 1(c) which was installed at Fort Nelson B.C. The AN/MPN 1(c)
consisted of a prime mover (Diamond T Truck), an operations trailer, and a power unit. The equipment was
mobile so it could be moved about the aerodrome, and sited on surveyed, prepared pads which served the run-
way in use.
The Operations trailer housed two control positions, consisting of a Surveillance scope, maximum range - 40
miles and two Precision Radar (PAR) scopes. The PAR scopes were interesting in that one had a range of ten
miles, while the other's range was three miles and the controller moved back and forth between them, depending
on which range was needed for controlling. The antennae servos for the PAR were operated by foot pedals and
the cursors were manually set overlays. The Operations trailer had a window at the back just to the left of the PAR
scope, covered with an appropriate curtain. This window was a boon to the more capable (and sly) PAR con-
trollers. On a certain day I remember a particular Sgt (later Captain) Glen Hazlett carrying out a PAR approach,
and just as the plane was due to touchdown, leaning over, opening the curtain a crack and intoning, "You are just
about to touchdown with your wheels...NOW!" Such a degree of control and professionalism never failed to
impress the pilots. The success of the purchase of these first GCA units prompted the RCAF to purchase more
Gilfillan units, AN/CPN 4s this time, which were installed at RCAF Stations: The AN/CPN 4 consisted of two trailers,
a power trailer, and operations trailer. The power trailer contained two diesels, an air conditioner, and a gas-
operated heating unit. The operations trailer held all the radar equipment and three operating positions. Each
position had a 40-mile surveillance scope and a 10 mile Precision Scope. All alignment equipment was electroni-
cally operated.



The Communicator    •            •    June 200919



Military Service Records
Its official, DD-214's are NOW Online.

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provided the following
website for veterans to gain access to their DD-214's online:

http://vetrecs.archives.gov/
This may be particularly helpful when a veteran needs a copy of his DD-214 for employment, or social security pur-
poses.  NPRC is working to make it easier for veterans with computers and Internet access to obtain copies of doc-
uments from their military files.  Military veterans and the next of kin of deceased former military members may
now use a new online military personnel records system to request documents.  

Other individuals with a need for documents must still complete the Standard Form 180, which can be downloaded
from the online web site. Because the requester will be asked to supply all information essential for NPRC to
process the request, delays that normally occur when NPRC has to ask
veterans for additional information will be minimized.  The new web-
based application was designed to provide better service on these
requests by Eliminating the records centers mailroom and processing
time. Military personnel records can be used for proving military service,
or as a valuable tool in genealogical research. Most veterans and their
next-of-kin can obtain free copies of their DD Form 214 (Report of
Separation) and other military and medical records several ways:
Use our eVetRecs system to create your request
http://vetrecs.archives.gov/
Mail or Fax a Standard Form SF-180
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Communicator
Correction

This correction is to
announce that Emil
Chovan, is a Life
Member, who joined
the Association on
March 3, 2008.  Emil
was a Control Tower
Operator at
Fassberg, Germany
during the Berlin
Airlift and had the
privilege of approv-
ing for takeoff the
100,000th flight into
Berlin.  Emil now
resides at 326 Sandy
NE, Massillon, OH
44646.

Emil would have
been listed in the
June 2008
Communicators New
Members Report
except for the fact
that I mistakenly
published the
November 2007
New Member
Report.
You can reach Emil
at
ECZK@SSSNET.COM
if you want to
contact him
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2009 BOD Meeting
(Meeting will be held in the West 2 Room)

33rd Annual Board of Directors Meeting - Thursday, September 24, 2009-12:00 PM-3:30 PM
Tentative Agenda

*Old Business * Board Member Reports
*New Business *2010 Budget Review and Approval
*Income/Expense-12 Month Review *2010 Convention Location/Host

Award Nominations:
• AF Hall of Fame
• AACS Hall of Honor
• Life Achievement
• Thomas F. Buckley

Subjects Presented by the BOD and/or Association Members

A box lunch is included for the Board of Directors.

Beginning at 12:45 PM, Non-Voting Members and AF Comm & ATC Committee Members may participate along with
any AF Comm & ATC Association Member choosing to attend and/or present a subject to the Board. Only Voting
Members of the Board can be present when conducting a formal vote. Members can write to the Executive
Secretary prior to the convention with written proposals, questions and comments for the Board to address no
later than 30 days prior to the convention start date.
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AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association

Presents the

Annual Membership Recruiting Award

To

John Doe

FOR RECRUITING THE MOST NEW MEMBERS DURING 
IN THE 2009-2010 TIME FRAME AND ENHANCING

THE PERPETUITY OF OUR ASSOCIATION

September 22, 2010 Joe Blow
Executive Director

YOU CAN EARN THIS PLAQUE BY RECRUITING OLD BUDDIES FROM
YOUR AIR FORCE DAYS……HELP US GROW !!!!!!!!!!!
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AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2009

Executive Director Vice Director
Stan Phillips Bill Bethea

Director for Information Executive Secretary Treasurer
David Moore Bob Akard Ray Sharpless

Editor/Publisher Director for Membership Sgt-at-Arms
Hank Sauer Walt McLain Gerry Prather
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33rd AF Comm & ATC Association Convention
Holiday Inn Grand Island Resort & Conference Center

September 23 - 27, 2009

Hosts:
Dan & Barbara Morabito 

Make Hotel Reservations NLT September 1, 2009 by 3PM
1-877-472-6310 (in hotel) - Reservation Code is:  AAC

REMEMBER IF YOU VISIT CANADA, YOU NEED A CURRENT
PASSPORT OR PASSCARD TO RETURN TO THE U.S.

BOOK  EARLY TO MAKE SURE YOU GET A ROOM AT GROUP RATES

Send Registration and other forms to Stan Phillips
No Later Than - September 5, 2009

(A late fee of $25.00 will be assessed for all registrations received after September 15th, 2009)

The AF Comm & ATC Hospitality Room is in the “Settlement” room
and will be officially opened at Noon (or shortly thereafter) on Wednesday,
September 23rd, 2009 with finger food available from 3:00pm until 5:00pm.

PLEASE NOTE:  Checks for the Convention must be made out to the “AACS Convention 2009”,
the IRS is still working on the Paperwork for our official name change.

See the Black & White pages 45 & 46 for the Registration
& Name Tag/Golf Registration Forms.

INFORMATION AND FORMS FOLLOW
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33rd AF Comm & ATC Association Convention
Beaver Island State Park Golf Course

The Beaver Island Golf course is located in Grand Island, NY on the Niagara River
between Buffalo and Niagara Falls.  The course has large, manicured greens,

accented with hazards of white sand.  Golfers can enjoy “watchable wildlife” as they
play down wide fairways that parallel picturesque ponds leading to generous, 
gently slopped greens.  The course offers a challenge to both the recreational 

and serious golfer.

The format will be captain's choice scored by using the Callaway one round scoring
system.  Lunch will be at the Buffalo Launch Club which is two blocks from the golf

course.  The Buffalo Launch Club is the oldest power boat club in the world.

If playing golf, complete the Golf registration form.

The cost per-player is $45.00 (includes green fee, cart and lunch)
Club Rental is $25.00 & only 4 sets of RH available.

(however the Host has 2 sets of RH clubs, if needed)
Car Pools will leave the Hotel at 7-7:15 am.

First tee time will 8 am.

If you are willing to provide a car pool vehicle,
mark the Golf Registration form.

Driving time is 10 minutes from the hotel.
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GENERAL BUSINESS MEETING
Saturday, September 26, 2009

7AM - Breakfast (line Closes at 8:00AM)

7:00 AM - Breakfast

8:00 AM - ED Calls Meeting to Order
(Logistics, Emergency exits, Announcements, welcome guests & VIPs)

-  Invocation/Pledge of Allegiance 

8:15 AM - BOD Reports (not more than 5 minutes for each report)
Executive Secretary (Vote on 2008  minutes) 
Membership
Treasurer

Director for Information
Any Committee Reports
Editor/Publisher
Executive Directors Comments
(Any BOD decisions from Board meeting)

9:00 AM -  Recognize 1st time Convention Member 
Attendees 

9:05 AM -  ELECTION OF OFFICERS
(NOMINATING COMMITTEE CHAIR OR MEMBER OF COMMITTEE)
(Elect Executive Director and Executive Secretary)

9:15 AM -  AF Comm & ATC Association Memorial Service

9:30 AM -  State of Air Force Air Traffic Control by AFFSA 
(Speaker TBA)

10:05 AM - Overview of 2010 Convention/Reunion                                                      

10:20 AM - Any Announcements, Reminder of 6:30PM to be in                                   
Your Seats for the Banquet

10:30 AM - Call the 2009 General Meeting to a CLOSE.
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2009 EVENTS FOR
OUR MEMBERS AND GUESTS

TO ENJOY

WEDNESDAY, September 23, 2009:
The Hospitality Room will open at Noon until Midnight in the “SETTLEMENT ROOM.

Early sign in at the Registration Table in the Hotel Lobby Noon - 8:00pm
($85 PER-PERSON IF NOT PREVIOUSLY PAID)

*RIVER BOAT DINNER CRUISE - $55.00 PER PERSON
5:45 PM BOARDING AT THE REAR OF THE HOTEL, BOAT RETURNS AT APPROXIMATELY 9 PM.

The Gray Lady can only take 90 passengers.
You must book early as it will be on a
“first-come, first-serve” basis. 

Dinner Menu (2008 Menu - subject to change)
• Tossed Salad - Rolls & Butter
• Double Entrée Steak & Chicken (char-grilled sirloin served

with a stuffed boneless chicken-breast, with mushrooms,
tomato, scallions & artichoke hearts in a rich port wine
demi-glace.

• All entrees are served with Chef's choice of potato & vegetable, dessert, regular/decaf
coffee & tea.

• Vegetarian meals available on request  (include note with registration form if this is your
choice (s))

THURSDAY, September 24, 2009:
Check in Registration: 9 AM - 8PM in Hotel Lobby

************************************************************************************************
The Hospitality Room will open at Noon until Midnight in the “SETTLEMENT ROOM”. 
************************************************************************************************
HAM ROOM - West 1 Room, 7AM - 11PM
************************************************************************************************
Seneca Niagara Casino Visit
Buses leave hotel at: 9:30AM return 3:30PM
Cost: $20 per-person  
The Casino will provide $10 in Casino slots for
Gambling and $5 in Casino slots for food.

Enjoy the day and maybe come home a “winner”
************************************************************************************************
Annual Board of Directors Meeting - West 2 Room, Noon - 3:30PM 
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BAVARIAN NIGHT DINNER IN THE HOTEL
BAVARIAN DRESS IS ENCOURGED BY ALL (EVEN IF NOT GERMAN)…..ENJOY A LOCAL FAVORIATE
UMP-PA-PA Accordion Player…THERE WILL BE A PAY-AS-YOU-GO BAR FOR GERMAN “BIER” 

In the Hotel- Riverview Room                                                                   TIFF 125                          

TIME: 6PM COST:  $30.00 PER-PERSON

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25, 2009:

Late Check-in-Registration -Noon -5PM Hotel Lobby 
Hospitality Room opens Noon until Midnight, in the “SETTLEMENT ROOM”
HAM ROOM -  WEST 1 ROOM  7AM - 11 PM
*****************************************************************************************************
EVENT:  The Annual “General Farman” Golf Tourney

WHERE:  Beaver Island State Park Golf Course.

TIME:  Car pools will leave Hotel around 7 - 7:15am

COST:  $45 PER-PLAYER (Includes Lunch at the
Buffalo Launch Club- 2 blocks from the course)
*****************************************************************************************************
EVENT:  The Niagara Falls Tour 

See all the spectacular sights:  Maid of the Mist (Boat Ride by the Falls),
Cave of the Winds,Niagara Adventure Theater, Niagara Gorge
Discovery Center & Aquarium of Niagara and all day
transportation on the Scenic Trolley. All of these attractions
are included in our Group rate.

TIME:  Buses Leave Hotel at:   9:30AM Return 3:30PM

Cost:  $45 per-person
*****************************************************************************************************
Women in the AF Seminar
(A history of their contributions & value to the AF)                                 

TIME: 1 PM
COST: NONE
WHERE:  In- Hotel (to be announced)
*****************************************************************************************************
EVENT:  ANNUAL PRAYER SUPPER.  Enjoy an inspiring evening 
with our own General Gerald Prather. You won't want to miss 
this event. 

TIME:  6:00 - 8pm (Niagara Currents Room)

COST:  $27.00 PER-PERSON
*****************************************************************************************************
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SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2009

EVENT:  BUFFET BREAKFAST & GENERAL MEETING (7 AM - 10 AM) 
Located in the Grand Ballroom

Note: Breakfast will only be from 7:AM - 8AM
Reports, Election of Officers, Proposal Votes, etc
State of Air Force Air Traffic Control
Memorial Service
Brief Overview of 2010 Convention

New York Wine Tasting !! In Hotel (Tentative, if held,
time will in the afternoon and location will be announced at the Convention)
************************************************************************************************
Hospitality Room opens Noon until 4:00pm. In the “SETTLEMENT ROOM”
************************************************************************************************
Ham Radio West 1 Room 11AM - 4 PM

EVENT:  ANNUAL BANQUET Located in the Grand Ballroom.
Included in full-registration.  Banquet-Only cost is $45 per-person

Pay as you go bar 5:45pm
BE SEATED BY 6:30pm SHARP

Posting of the Colors & Pledge
Invocation
Introduction of Guests
POW/MIA Ceremony
2009 Awards
State of AF Comm/Information (Maj General Mike Basla)
Guest Speaker (Ken Dabrow) 

Hospitality room reopens until midnight in the “SETTLEMENT” room.
************************************************************************************************
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27, 2009

Get-Away Breakfast in the Riverview Room     7:30am - 10-30am.
Close the 2009 Convention
Miscellaneous Announcements 

HOTEL CHECKOUT TIME IS 11:00am

HAVE A SAFE TRIP HOME - SEE YOU'ALL NEXT YEAR
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Our 2009 Conventioo Guest Speaker
Ken Dab-Row 

“Our-one-of-a-Kind Member”

Ken, one of the “Croughton Sheep Herders” was our guest 
speaker in 2004 at Scottsdale, Arizona and he “wowed” us with
one of his motivational talks.  He has agreed to do it again in

2009 at the Holiday Inn Resort, on Saturday night, September 26th.

Don't Miss it !!!!!



The Communicator    •            •    June 200940

IF DRIVING - “DRIVE SAFELY”        IF YOU GET LOST - CALL: The Hotel at (716) 773-1111
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“THE ACTIVE DUTY AIR FORCE PAGE”
“Background”

In 2004, the AACS Alumni Association voted to change our 
Constitution to authorize Air Force Communications, Information, Air Traffic 

Controllers, Maintenance and Support personnel (Officers, Airman and Civilians)
who have served or are now serving in any Air Force Major Command (including

Joint/Specified Commands, to become members of the AF Communicators & Air
Traffic Controllers Association (Formerly the AACS Alumni Association).

The changes in eligibility were predicated on ensuring the perpetuity of the Association
as the growing age of the current 2,200 plus members average age is now over 74, with a
significant number of them being WWII veterans.  The age factor was a major concern in

maintaining a viable Association for the long-term and to provide an Association such as ours,
to those individuals now serving in the Air Force.  The AACS Alumni Association was formed

in 1977 to provide a forum for those who served, to meet on an annual basis to renew
friendships and make new ones and to stay abreast of the changes in the Air Force. That

goal continues with the AF Comm & ATC Association. 

We have coordinated with the senior Air Force leadership and have added local base
Comm and ATC units to “The Communicator” distribution list for the June and November
issues we publish.  We are going to devote up to four (4) pages of each issue to stories

and photos of active duty activities (based on input) and we solicit your stories and
photos of interest.  

In simple terms we “is” communicators (in the broadest terms) & air traffic controllers.
The term “Communications” or “Communicators” includes all operational, maintenance

and administrative skills.
Each year at our annual convention, we present an annual award with a Trophy

(ceramic eagle), Plaque and $100 check to an outstanding Air Traffic Controller and a
Communications/Information Professional of the Year (E1 to E5). The Air Force

Communications Agency and the Air Force Flight Standards Agency select the Airman
to be honored each year. In 2008, SSgt Kevin Killoren of Tyndall AFB, FL was selected at

the Air Traffic Controller of the Year and SrA James Pettet of Mountain Home AFB, ID was
selected at the Communications/Information Professional of the Year.

The AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association (formerly the “AACS Alumni
Association”) WELCOMES all our new Air Force active duty “readers” and hopes that you

will enjoy our official publication and take part in this great Association, who continues to
maintain a close relationship with our active duty brethren.   It has been our custom for

many years that if our annual convention/reunion is being held in a city close to an Air Force
Base, we invite as our guests for the Banquet, members of the local communications and

air traffic control units.  It is our custom to have the Air Force Flight Standards Agency
(AFFSA) provide a “State of Air Force Air Traffic Control” presentation and the Senior Air

Staff Communications/Information Leadership to provide a “State of Air Force
Communications/Information” presentation, Stories and photos for “The Communicator”

should be forwarded to:
Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or email DirAACS@Comcast.net
(phone: 865-482-3013), NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1st  AND OCTOBER 1st of each year.  

Visit the AACS Web Site: www.afcommatc.org   

“Fellowship in the Company of Equals”
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The 2008 Air Traffic Controller of the Year

SSgt Kevin M. Killoren, a radar approach controller assigned to the 325th Operations Support
Squadron, Tyndall AFB FL is the 2008 Air Force Air Traffic Controller of the Year.
SSgt Killoren entered the Air Force in 2003 and attended ATC tech school at Kessler before
being assigned to Tyndall.  He was deployed to Balad AB Iraq from Sep 06 - Jan 07 and again
from May 07 to Sep 07 where he worked in the Combined Enroute Radar Approach Control, the
DoD's busiest ATC facility.  In addition to being recognized the AACS Air Force Air Traffic
Controller of the Year he was also the recipient of the Air Traffic Control Association's “Lin
Odems” Memorial Award for Military Air Traffic Control Specialist. He and his wife Jayme are
expecting their first child in May, a boy to be named Gavin Michael.  He is projected to be
reassigned to Osan AB Korea in March 09 and has a follow-on assignment from there to
Spangdahlem AB, Germany.
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2009 AF Comm & ATC Association
Convention/Reunion

Menus

Bavarian Night Saturday Night Banquet

Reception Cash Bar w/German Beer Reception Cash Bar
Sit Down Split Menu Tossed Salad

Buffet: Tossed Salad
German Potato Salad Rolls
Pork Schnitzel w/Spatzel Garnish * Prime Rib
Sauerbraten *Chicken Marsala
Sausage & Kraut *Broiled Salmon
Braised Red Cabbage Oven Roasted Potatoes
Potato Pancakes Fresh Vegetable Medley
Rolls & Rye Bread Chocolate Mousse
Apple Strudel Coffee, Tea, Decaf
Coffee, Tea, Decaf *Vegetarian 

Prayer Supper Sunday Farewell Breakfast

Reception Fruit Punch Continental Breakfast Chilled Juice
Assorted Breakfast 

Breads
Buffet: Tossed Salad Coffee, Tea, Decaf

Rolls
Sliced Roast Beef
Chicken Francoise
Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
Green Beans
Mini Desserts per Table
Coffee, Tea, Decaf, Iced Tea

Business Breakfast Meeting

Buffet: Scrambled Eggs
Sausage & Bacon
Breakfast Potatoes
French Toast
Breakfast Breads
Chilled Juice
Coffee, Tea, Decaf
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PUBLISHED IN THE FEBRUARY 2006 ISSUE OF THE INTERCOM

Joint project yields solution for ATCALS assets

By 1st Lt. Dustin Nowak
609th Air Communications Squadron

SHAW AIR FORCE BASE, S.C. - Today's Air Force is accomplishing its mission on many fronts across
the globe.  Often times the expeditionary environment means doing more with less, especially in
the world of deployable communications.  When it comes to deployable Air Traffic Control and
Landing Systems, the Air Force's current inventory is programmed to provide only six months of Air
Traffic Control capabilities to the warfighter.

Currently the Area of Responsibility employs all but one of the Air Force's tactical ATCALS packages
(TPN-19s from ACC, MPN-14s from the ANG and MPN-25s from AMC), virtually eliminating the possi-
bility of rotation.  The 609th Air Communications Squadron sought assistance from the Space and
Naval Warfare Systems Center Charleston.  The joint venture developed a solution that takes Navy
radar assets scheduled for removal along with some new engineering to develop a robust mid-term
airfield system suite in-a-box.

The Suite, The ASR-9/GPN-27 was chosen because of its availability and supportability. It was
upgraded with digital capabilities, built in a pair of conjoined Sea-land containers for mobility, and
named the Containerized Airport  Surveillance Radar.  The Radar Approach Control was designed
inside three Sea-land containers and called the Transportable RAPCON.  Micro En-route Automated
Radar Tracking System and Enhanced Terminal Voice Switch, two Federal Aviation Administration
and Air Force certified systems, were employed in the TRAPCON to expedite purchase and deploy-
ment.  The Transportable Transmit Receive Suite was developed using URC/CM-200UHF/VHF radios to 
provide the ground-to-air communications.  It consists of four antenna towers and one Sea-land
container with the tower separated to reduce radio interference. Finally, the Precision Approach
Radar, still widely used by Army Aircraft is a GPN-22 system engineered in a similar configuration to
the TPN-25.

After approximately a year of engineering, the suites will be installed at six sites around the AOR,
giving each site ATC services comparable to that of stateside facilities with the flexibility to be
moved or removed at a moment's notice.  The sites will be completed within two years and are
scheduled to remain in place until U.S. forces fully withdraw from the AOR.
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Places of Interest in the Niagara Falls Area
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CMSgt To Receive the Medal of Honor

CMSgt Richard Etchberger, a Ground Radar Superintendent who originally
received a posthumous Air Force Cross for his heroic action at “Lima Site 85” (a
top secret radar site atop one of the highest Laotian mountains), on March 11,
1968, has been authorized the Medal of Honor for his actions when the radar site
was overrun and he was able to get seven of the 19 Americans extracted by
helicopter before he was killed as the last man attempting to board the
helicopter. 
This radar site had a clear radar view to guide our B-52s to targets in and around
Hanoi.  Because of its classification, it took a number of years for the story to
come out and Chief Etchberger to be honored for “above and beyond” actions
that day.

General Tom Hobbins recently spoke to a large group of AF retires and thei
families (many were Korean and Vietnam Vets) and where Chief Etchberger's
actions were highlighted.  To learn more about Lima Site 85 being overrun, visit
www.aiipowmia.com/sea/limalinder.html .  Of additional interest, many of the
airmen at Lima Site 85 belonged to the 1st Mobile Comm Group, who rotated in
and out every 24 hours.  You can read about the 1st Mob at
www.limasite85.us/construction_7.htm.
They use AACS when they mean AFCS and they have General Stoney Commanding
AFCC, but the story is otherwise accurate.
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Some things never change !!!

When a truce was declared in Korea in July 1953, the active hostilities stopped, but it
was still considered a combat zone. However, the priorities for ordering  parts/sup-
plies/etc., went down the tubes. One day at K-2 AB, I received a call from Base Supply
stating they had received a priority shipment for me. Hustling on over there, I found it
was a package of fax paper (for the base weather fax machines) that my predecessor
had ordered 13 months earlier.  The priority system was obviously broken !!!

It was best described in a sign we had outside of our Comm Center that read some-
thing like this:

WE HAVE DONE SO MUCH WITH SO LITTLE, FOR SO LONG,
THAT NOW WE CAN DO ANYTHING WITH NOTHING.....

George Hoyt
CMSgt, USAF-Ret.
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Who is the Officer on the Right ?

On page 25 of the November 2008
Communicator we asked that question.
The first “guess” was from Jim Cassity

who said he thought it was “Jack
Livengood” who he worked for in the

5th Mob.  Mrs. Duke told Maj Gen
Doubleday, it was a Col Brown of the

Combat Support Group at Atlas AFB, OK.
As the Editor, I have no

idea who is correct.
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A look back at Leonard Thomas's tour in Wiesbaden, Germay
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Correction to page 20 of the Nov 2008 Communicator..

I omitted the fact that Stephen A. Nicolino was a new member and served
in AACS 1952-1955 as a Tower Operator, GCA Operator

and worked in an ARTC.
“Nick” would love to hear from anyone who served with him at Otis AFB, RAF

Wethersfield, Sembach AB  or went to school with him at Kessler AFB.
You can reach him at 555 Southside Ave, Freeport, NY 11520-9998

or call him at 516-868-6579
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Tom Jewell Remembers !

If there's a collecting place for old black-and-whites, here are some 1945 shots of the
134th AACS HQ on the Quay du Quatre Septembre in Paris, with a magnificent view of

the River Seine.  I spent a year and a half, after the "Soft Underbelly" invasion of France in
1944, at two bases on the Riviera. One was code-named "Shovel", with AACS point-to-point

stations WURP and WUQV, now the Marseilles International Airport.  The other was
code-named "Seabreeze", and was at the former French Air Academy, (used by the

occupying Germans to train cadets too), called "Le Tube", at Istres in Provence.
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Hank,

On the 16th Birthday of AACS, In 1954, the 1936th AACS Sq held a Sq
Party, the best I ever attended, but the “High Point” was that evening, the CO 
sent a brand new 2Lt/OD to the Nurses Quarters to investigate a “Peeping Tom”,
when he got there, the AP's arrested him and brought him back to the party.

Ken



The Communicator    •            •    June 200960

One of our own Hero's

"Smitty" goes to Europe
By Mr. Gerald Sonnenberg

AFCA Public Affairs  SCOTT AIR FORCE BASE, Ill. -

Women's service to this nation during World War II is often represented by the image of "Rosie the
Riveter," but not all of them worked in the factories. One of those 350,000 "Rosies" to enlist was
24-year-old Viola B. Smith who became a communications officer serving in Europe. During a recent
communications alumni gathering, she shared memories of her time in the war.

The now-80-something Grant, Fla., native said she volunteered because her brother, a welder, was
one of 1,150 civilian contractors captured on Wake Island by the Japanese in 1941 after a 15-day
siege. "I didn't hear from him, and I wanted to do something to bring him home," she said. "I want-
ed to join something that went overseas." At first she joined the WAACs (later the Women's Army
Corps) in 1944 with the desire to be a first sergeant. Instead, "Smitty," as she came to be called, was
commissioned a second lieutenant and became the company commander of dozens of young
women. Soon, 500 WAACs and 18,000 men were crammed onboard the refitted troopship RMS
Queen Elizabeth sailing out of New York and headed for Europe. Without an escort, the ship relied
on its speed to protect its human cargo, and the QE1 arrived about a week later in Scotland, on
June 6, to the news that the invasion of Europe had begun. Thirty of the women, including Smitty,
were assigned to the 5th Army Airways Communications System based in London. The unit provided
communications and air traffic control for the 8th Air Force.

Smitty said their first weekend in London was spent with their "heads under their pillows" as "buzz
bombs" or German V1 rockets flew overhead. Some time later, one of these bombs exploded in
Hyde Park sending shards of glass flying and two of her troops to the hospital. The two were later
awarded the Purple Heart. Smitty organized the women into a 5th AACS company performing
teletype operations, and working as drivers and administrative specialists six days a week. Smitty
used a razor blade to censor mail dealing with sensitive military issues that soldiers wrote home
about. They worked long hours while in London seemingly dodging the V1s then V2s more often as
the Allies pressed their advantage across the Channel. Many GIs found love in England, as did
Smitty. Capt. Dewey McClellan was an AACS pilot, and their whirlwind romance resulted in a
wedding. Dewey stood in his uniform and Smitty wore a dress from the Red Cross that she had to
turn in afterward for another bride to wear.

Her shoes were handmade by another soldier, and the members of her company saved their ration
cards for three months so the couple could have a cake. After VE day in May 1945, Smitty and
others helped set up the headquarters in Wiesbaden, Germany, before heading home on a B-17 in
the fall. Dewey was the pilot. But her homecoming was bittersweet.  "I found out after the war that
my brother never left Wake," she said. "He was one of 98 civilian prisoners gunned down by the
Japanese in October 1943." Back in the United States, she followed her husband where his active
duty assignments took them, and the family eventually settled in Midwest City, Okla. Dewey served
as the newsletter editor, historian and amateur radio coordinator for the AACS Alumni Association.

He passed away in 1997.
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ANOTHER AIRCRAFT SAVE

Eagle Eye: SrA. Angela Huguley, an air traffic controller with the 72nd Operations Support
Squadron at Tinker AFB. Okla., earlier this month received the Lt. Gen. Gordon A. Blake
Aircraft Save Award, a high honor for air traffic controllers. She was recognized for her 
decisive actions in the control tower at Ali Air Base, Iraq, on Oct. 6, 2008, in ordering an Army
RC-12 reconnaissance aircraft to abort a landing in poor visibility conditions when she 
noticed that the aircraft was mistakenly descending upon one of the base's closed runway 
where maintenance personnel were working. "She basically saved 19 people that day," said 
Capt. Gregg Potter, commander of the 72nd OSS' Airfield Operations Flight. Huguley was 
cited for her "extraordinary dedication to duty and application of air traffic control 
procedures [that] resulted in the prevention of a catastrophic mishap and loss of life." 
She credited her training with preparing her to handle such contingencies. 
(Tinker report by Howdy Stout, submitted by AF Comm & ATC Association
member, Jesse Callahan).
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“USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER & COMMUNICATOR”

The AF Communicators & Air Traffic
Controllers Association's current Communicator

is now on the Web Site along with the Membership
Roster and the Nov 2008 Communicator.

The Communicator is in a PDF format & the Roster is in a
PDF and WORD format. To READ OR DOWNLOAD the roster

you need to know the following:

WWW.AFCOMMATC.ORG (go to the Members section)
User Name: aacsalumni (all lower case letters)

Password: m299kl7 (all lower case letters.  Note that the next to last digit
in the password is the lower case “L”, NOT the number “1”)

REMEMBER TO PROTECT THE USER NAME AND PASSWORD AND
DENY ACCESS TO UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL

You need Adobe Reader and/or MS WORD to read or download to your computer.
If you do not have Adobe Reader, there is a link to Adobe.com so you can 
download a free copy.  We felt that we can allow more members to read or 

download the Communicator or the Membership Roster using the PDF format as it is the
“de-facto” internet standard and that the Adobe Reader program can be downloaded

free. You can use the PDF OR WORD EDIT/FIND functions to find names, units, etc, 
on the Membership Roster.

READ AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING.
(Remember to RIGHT Click to get the “SAVE TO Menu”)

SUGGEST before you start, you FIRST create a folder on your hard drive and name
it “Membership Roster” or “Communicator”.  When you are inputting the 

downloading instructions, name the file “Membership Roster” or “Communicator” 
and then download to the folder you have created…this way, each time you

download the roster or communicator, it will ask you if you want to replace the 
existing file….the answer is YES.. this will save disk space and only store

the current roster/communicator on your 
computer (unless you want to save multiple copies).

WE WILL CONTINUE TO MAIL COMMUNICATORS TO ALL MEMBERS, UNLESS YOU NOTIFY
WALT MCLAIN (aacsmbrship@comcast.net) or HANK SAUER (diraacs@comcast.net) 

to remove your name from the mailing list.

If you have any problems getting to these files, contact Hank Sauer
at DirAACS@comcast.net
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SAN PABLO SIGNS OFF
By Archie Cumbee (Holly Springs, NC)

San Pablo Airways signed off the air in June 1972.  The facility was part of the global network of USAF High
Frequency air-to-ground radio stations.  Located just outside Seville, Spain, at what was then called the Seville
Administrative Annex, San Pablo was operated by the 2186 Communications Squadron.  Up until the late
1960's, the base had been fully active and was known as San Pablo Air Base.  However, following the 1966
midair collision of a KC-135 tanker and a B-52 carrying hydrogen bombs while refueling over Spain, flying
operations at the base were subsequently phased out at the behest of the Spanish government.

I arrived at San Pablo in March 1971, along with several others straight out of tech school from Keesler AFB.
We were assigned to the airways radio station where the work schedule was a rotation of 3 swing shifts, 3 mid
shifts, 3 day shifts, and 3 days off.  It didn't take long to get the feeling that the facility's days appeared to be
numbered.  HF radio traffic through San Pablo had dwindled down to just a few pieces of traffic per day.  Most
trans-Atlantic military flights were mostly utilizing other airways stations, primarily Croughton in England and
Lajes in the Azores.  The airways station at San Pablo was so overstaffed that within a few weeks after our
arrival, several radio operators were sent TDY to locations in Greece and Turkey.  It came as no real surprise
when DOD announced that HF operations at San Pablo would soon terminate.

Early in 1972, E&I teams from Germany arrived to plan the process of dismantling acres of HF antennas and
tons of HF radio equipment.  As operations began to wind down, reassignment and separation orders started
to roll in for most unit personnel.  A skeleton crew would remain at Seville to maintain the tropo radio relay
system that would continue to operate as part of the European military wideband communications network.
The unit designation was changed from the 2186 Comm Sq to Det. 8, 1989 Comm Sq which was headquartered
at Torrejon AB near Madrid.  The command staff and orderly room for Det. 8 relocated to Moron AB, about 30
miles east of Seville.  Moron AB was already in caretaker status except for a few F-5 fighters belonging to the
Spanish Air Force.  Many of the USAF support functions at Moron were in the process of being contracted out
to civilians and operated by the Boeing Corporation.

By the time we moved to Moron in the summer of 1972, I was the only radio operator left from the old San
Pablo airways station and was assigned duties as an administrative assistant in the orderly room at Moron AB.
One day a Chief Master Sergeant from the Torrejon IG office appeared in the orderly room and announced he
was there for individual conferences if anyone had any issues they needed to address.  I had become restless
about not getting reassigned so I went to see him about my situation.  Exactly two days later, I received orders
to the 601st Tactical Control Wing, Sembach AB, West Germany.

I guess the moral of this story is to be careful what you ask for - you just might get it!  Spain was a good tour
of duty and I probably should have just kept quiet and enjoyed the rest of my enlistment there.  It wasn't bad
duty and quite inexpensive to live there at the time.  The assignment in Germany turned out to be a good expe-
rience, although a totally different type of duty - tactical field operations using the TSC-15 HF radio van, which
could easily have doubled as a meat locker in a cold German winter.
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AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
PX/BX Order & Contribution Form

Name___________________________Phone Nbr: (       )_____________
Address_______________________________________________________
Email:_________________________________________________________

Quantity Description Total Cost

_______ AACS Logo Patch @ $5.00 $ ______
(note: this patch has AACS,AFCS & AFCC EMBROIDED)

_______ New: Old Blue Original AACS Patch @ $8.00 ______

_______ Deluxe AACS Embroidered Pin-on Patch @ $12.50 ______

_______ Metal AACS Lapel Pin @ $4.50 ______

_______ Deluxe AACS Embroidered Logo Hat @ $13.00 (Blue Only) ______

_______ Deluxe AFCOMMATC Embroidered Logo Hat @ $13.00 (Blue Only) ______

_______ AACS Embroidered Logo Golf Shirts @ $26.00 ______

Blue _____ (Sizes: S__M__L__XL__ XXL__)
White_____(Sizes: S__M__L__XL__ XXL__) ______

_______ AFCOMMATC Embroided Logo Golf Shirt  BLUE @ $26.00 ______

_______ AFCOMMATC Embroided Logo Golf Shirt WHITE @ $26.00 ______

_______ AFCOMMATC Shirt Sizes: S__M__L__XL__XXL__

_______ AACS embroidered Wind Shirt (blue with gold trim)
S__M__L__XL__XXL__ @ $23.00 ea ______

_______ AFCOMMATC embroidered Wind Shirt (blue with gold trim)
S__M__L__XL__XXL__ @ $23.00 ea ______

_______ AACS Jacket (zipper) Sizes: S__M__L__XL__XXL__ @ $34.00 ______

_______ AFCOMMATC Jacket (zipper) Sizes S__M__L__XL__XXL @ $34.00 ______

DONATIONS (Tax deductible within the limits of the law):  Receipt Yes___No___ ______

GRAND TOTAL…………………………………………………………………………………………………… $ ______
“POSTAGE AND HANDLING ARE INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES”

MAKE CHECKS OUT TO “AF COMM & ATC ASSOC.”
AND MAILTO:

Ray Sharpless, 113 Airway Lane, Belton MO 64012, 816-331-7174, rayshrplss@kc.rr.com 

NEW AF COMM & ATC EMBROIDED SHIRTS, HATS ETC HAVE BEEN PURCHASED.
AACS ITEMS SUCH AS THE EMBROIDED PIN ON PATCH, ORIGINAL BLUE AACS PATCH, HATS, METAL AACS PIN, ETC.,

WILL CONTINUE TO BE STOCKED. IF DEMAND FOR SHIRTS AND HATS CONTINUES, WE WILL RESTOCK.
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PX/BX ITEMS
We have added the new AF Comm & ATC Golf Shirts, a Wind-shirt and a Hat.  We are keeping
all the AACS pins and patches.  The AACS Golf Shirts, Wind-Shirts and Hats will continue to
be stocked as long as there is a demand for them.  When the Deluxe AACS pin-on patch's

are gone, they will be discontinued.  The Wind-shirts are ideal for spring and fall
outer garments. See PX/BX ORDER form on page 68 for prices, sizes and colors.
The AF Comm & ATC Wind Shirt is not shown, but it's the same with a new patch.  

New AF COMM & ATC items have been ORDERED.  

AFComm ATC HAT AFCommATC SHIRT AF CommATC SHIRT

AACS ITEMS

Deluxe Patch Original Patch Command Patch

AACS Pin AACS Hat AACS Windshirt

Blue Shirt White Shirt NEW AFC Comm Jacket NEW AACS Jacket
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Mission Statement

To foster continued awareness of the Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control missions previously
accomplished by AACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, other past & current Major Air Commands. To
provide a forum for educational and humanitarian services, to renew & make new friendships and to

exchange ideas of common interest concerning people and activities associated with Communications &
Air Traffic Control.  To fully support the goals and missions of the U.S. Air Force and to honor each year the
Air Traffic Controller and Communications/Information Professional of the year as selected by the Air Force.

Of significant importance is to mange the Association to be a viable Association in the future for those
Airman/Officers/Civilians serving today.

The Beginning

The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first Association meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio in
1977.  The meeting was hosted by “Emeritus” Larry Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as a
result of a conversation with “Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.
Some of the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal, Ken Klise,
Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson,

Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few. This group established the high standards that will
continue to drive the AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association and we owe them and all

the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion, a great big
“Thank You”

AF COMMUNICATORS & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association)
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association

(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association)

1977 - 1978 Hack Neal
1979 - 1980 Bob Dickerson
1981 - 1982 Joe Beler
1983 - 1984 Don Donnell
1985 - 1986 Wally Bailey
1987 - 1991 Bob Brewer
1992 - 1993 Cal Venable
1994 - 1997 Jasper Vaughn
1998 - 2001 Hank Sauer
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer
2008 - Stan Phillips

(AF Comm & ATC)

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”



Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 189

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
JUNE 2009

“CHECK YOUR ADDRESS TO SEE
THE DATE and/or YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE”

It's the number before your first name. if you just have a ”09” you will be delinquent as
of December 2009.  If you become delinquent, you will not get the June 2010

Communicator.

AF COMM & ATC ASSOCIATION, INC.
R.P. Sauer - Editor/Publisher

111 Carson Lane
Oak Ridge, TN 37830

QUESTION:  WHO OR WHAT WE ARE ?
ANSWER: AN ASSOCIATION THAT IS COMPRISED OF OVER 2,200 MEMBERS WHO BEGAN THEIR SERVICE IN THE ARMY

AIR CORPS AND/OR THE SIGNAL CORPS BEFORE WWII AND WHO SERVED IN THE FIRST DEDICATED  COMMUNICATIONS
ELEMENT TO PROVIDE COMMUNICATIONS AND AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL AS ITS PRIMARY MISSION AND MEMBERS WHO

HAVE SERVED SINCE THEN IN ANY COMMUNICATIONS OR AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT, INCLUDING THOSE SERVING
TODAY.  THIS NEW ARMY AIR CORPS ORGANIZATION WAS FORMED IN 1938 AND WAS NAMED THE “ARMY AIRWAYS
COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM” (AACS).  DURING WWII, IT WAS RENAMED THE “AIR COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE” (ACS)
AND PLACED UNDER THE THEN “AIR TRANSPORT COMMAND” AND WITHIN MONTHS WAS RENAMED ONCE AGAIN AS

THE “AIRWAYS AND AIR COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE” (AACS).  IN 1961, AACS WAS ELEVATED TO A MAJOR AIR
COMMAND AND RENAMED “AIR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE” (AFCS).  IN 1979, THE NAME WAS CHANGED TO
“AIR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS COMMAND” (AFCC).  IN THE EARLY 1990'S THE AIR FORCE WAS UNDERGOING MAJOR
REORGANIZATIONS AND REALIGNMENT OF FUNCTIONS AND AFCC WAS DOWNSIZED AND RENAMED THE “AIR FORCE

COMMAND, CONTROL, COMMUNICATIONS & COMPUTERS AGENCY” (AFC4A) AND SHORTLY THEREAFTER, WAS
RENAMED THE “AIR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS AGENCY” (AFCA).  ALSO IN THE EARLY 1990'S, THE AIR FORCE CREATED
THE “AIR FORCE FLIGHT STANDARDS AGENCY” (AFFSA), AND REASSIGNED AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL RESPONSIBILITIES

TO THIS NEW AGENCY AND TO THE MAJOR AIR COMMANDS.  ON OCTOBER 1, 2008, THE AIR FORCE CREATED THE AIR
FORCE CYBER COMMAND (PROVISIONAL) WHICH IN 2008, HAS BEEN RE-DESIGNATED TO BE A NUMBERED AIR FORCE

UNDER SPACE COMMAND.

OVER THE YEARS SINCE THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION WAS FORMED (1977) THE MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA CHANGED
FROM INDIVIDUALS WHO ONLY SERVED IN AACS UNITS, TO INCLUDE ALL COMMUNICATORS/INFORMATION/AIR

TRAFFIC CONTROL AND SUPPORT SKILLS REGARDLESS OF WHAT MAJOR OR JOINT COMMAND AN INDIVIDUAL SERVED
IN, INCLUDING TODAY'S ACTIVE DUTY PERSONNEL.

BECAUSE OF THE HERITAGE OF PAST COMMANDS & AGENCIES, AND THEIR UNIQUE CONTRIBUTIONS TO LONG-HAUL
COMMUNICATIONS AND AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL, THE ASSOCIATION HAS VOTED IN SEPTEMBER 2008 TO CHANGE ITS

NAME TO THE “AIR FORCE COMMUNICATORS AND AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION” AS IT BETTER DESCRIBES
WHO WE ARE.  THE TERM “COMMUNICATIONS” OR “COMMUNICATORS” IS ALL INCLUSIVE AND INCLUDES; ALL

OPERATIONAL, MAINTENANCE AND ADMINISTRATIVE SKILLS OF PERSONNEL WHO HAVE SERVED OR ARE SERVING
IN ANY AIR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS AND/OR AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT. 

WHILE THE ANSWER ABOVE IS LONG, THE SHORT ANSWER IS “ANY INDIVIDUAL WHO SERVED OR IS SERVING IN ANY
ARMY AIR CORPS OR AIR FORCE COMMUNICATIONS OR AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL UNIT, IN ANY SKILL SET, FROM

1938- TO TODAY, “CAN BE” A MEMBER OF OUR ASSOCIATION.

THE MOTTO OF “FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS” IS MORE THAN JUST WORDS, BUT THE GLUE THAT HOLDS
US ALL TOGETHER THROUGH THE DIFFERENT DECADES.  THE ASSOCIATION IS COMPRISED OF ABOUT 85% ENLISTED

PERSONNEL AND 15% OFFICERS, WHICH INCLUDES OVER 50 GENERAL OFFICERS, ACTIVE AND RETIRED. 


