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CMSgt Richard Etchberger
(Deceased)

Mr. Cecil Harvell CMSgt Bill Mosely
(Deceased)

LT. General Harry Raduege

Colonel Lloyd Watnee
(Deceased)

2011 Air Force Cyberspace Hall of Fame
(Formerly called the “Communications/Information” Hall of Fame)

The following individuals were inducted into
The Hall of Fame - Class of 2011

Congratulations to these outstanding individuals and their

families.  Their service and dedication to the Air Force and

to our country is much appreciated.
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35th AF Comm & ATC Association Convention
Hilton St. Louis Frontenac 
September 21 - 25, 2011

(Wednesday Early Check-In - Sunday Get-away Breakfast)

Hosts:
Lori & “Husband” Manske & Denise and Jerry Sonnenberg

Make Hotel Reservations NLT August 31, 2011
1-800-321-3232 or 1-314-993-1100 (in Hotel) - Reservation Code is:  ATC

BOOK EARLY TO MAKE SURE YOU GET A ROOM AT GROUP RATES
($75 plus tax)

Send Registration and other forms to
(see address on bottom of Registration Form)
- NO LATER THAN  September 1, 2011 -

The AF Comm & ATC Hospitality Room is in the “Clayton Ballroom
(follow signs)

and will be officially opened at Noon (or shortly thereafter)
on Wednesday, September 21st, 2011.

PLEASE NOTE:  Checks for the Convention must be made out to the
“AF Comm & ATC Assoc 2011.”

INFORMATION AND FORMS FOLLOW (start on Page 24)
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Radar Approach Control Members:
SrA Amy Schilt, TSgt Vedan DeJamette, MSgt Zelda Montoya, SSgt Mark Woolley,

A1C Robert Hunter, Maj Doug Strand, SSgt Melissa White, SSgt Charles Spratt
and MSgt Michael Frederick

WHY DO WE GO TO REUNION'S?
“From all across the land we come, with just one thought in mind:

To share again the memories of the days we left behind.
Tis ten, or sixty years ago since we stood together at different places,

And said goodbye to friends we'd known in service, sweat and toll.
We are people, friends, and brothers of many different kinds;
But just for now we're veterans of this place and another time.

Our friendships forged in danger and sometimes under fire,
The bond will last forever, explanation not required.

We will bow our heads in tribute to those not here today;
Those men whom we once knew as friends, who fell along the way.

Our ranks are growing thinner now, the passing years will tell;
We're brothers and we're veterans, who served our country well.
And so we meet, embrace and talk, and remember days of yore;
For there is just this deep desire to see our friends once more.
This may well be our last reunion, for some our last goodbye,

Till we meet again in heaven at the St. Louis Reunion in the SKY” 
(Original author unknown)
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

June 2011 Communicator

This will be my final message “From the Desk of”, as my four year tenure as your Executive Director
concludes this September. I will “pass” the gavel and leadership to the new incoming Director at the
closing of the Convention/Reunion in St. Louis. It has been an honor and privilege to have served in
this position.

I would like extend my appreciation and gratitude to the many individuals whom have given of their
time and talent to make our Association a strong and viable organization. My thanks go to: the Board

of Directors for their support, guidance and dedicated service through the years; the Chair Persons and Committee
Members involved in “behind the scenes” activities that contribute to our overall success; the Convention/Reunion
Hosts/Co-Hosts whose year long planning and hard work come to fruition each year for the benefit of all the attendees
at our annual gatherings; the members who “pitch in” at the Conventions selling raffle tickets, manning the Registration
Desk or stepping behind the bar in the Hospitality Room to dispense a favorite “libation”.

A special word of thanks is extended to the men and women of today's active duty Air Force, the “Blue Suitors”, who
have graciously accepted our invitations through the years to attend our Annual Conventions to share their insights and
experiences with all of us. We look forward to a continued strong relationship with the U.S. Air Force and appreciate
their assistance in helping the Air Force Communicators and Air Traffic Controllers Association achieve its mission and
goals.

Members and friends of the Association that need to replace or add to their wardrobe of “official” hats, jackets and
related items with our logo should be aware that “selected” items are being sold at reduced prices in our PX/BX at the
Convention/Reunion in St. Louis. As previously mentioned in the November 2010 Communicator, we are not restocking
any clothing item with the AACS Alumni Association logo. Don't miss out on this opportunity to purchase your favorite
article that will eventually become collectors items.

As with most organizations of our type, volunteers are a vital component for the ongoing successful management and
maintenance of its programs. We continue to invite inquiries from members to volunteer as perspective:
Convention/Reunion Hosts; Board of Directors; Committee Members. A “Host Request Form”, along with the various
“Position Descriptions” is listed on our website that explains the criteria for these important jobs. We have an immediate
need to identify a Host and location for the 2013 Convention/Reunion.

Our St. Louis Hosts Lori and Steve Manske, along with Co-Hosts Jerry and Denise Sonnenberg have put together a broad
variety of attractive tours and activities that should appeal to the majority of our members and their guests. This
Convention/Reunion should be one of our more memorable gatherings. I look forward to seeing you at the Hilton
Frontenac Hotel this September. 

Stan Phillips
Executive Director
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Missed Roll Call
(Since the November 2010 Communicator)

Cipicchio, Tom

DiNovo, Peter F.

Koerber, Lawrence N.

Logan, James “Jim”

Robbins, Jack MGen

Willey, Charles E.

The Chaplain's Corner
June, 2011 - A book I've just finished reading discusses the three temptations of Jesus which
He encountered in the desert following His baptism.   The first was to turn stones into bread
which would end a 40 day fast.  The second was to throw Himself down from the Temple wall
unhurt so as to impress the crowd.  The third was to be offered power over all the kingdoms
of the earth.  In his first  letter, the disciple John tells us temptation most often comes in the
same areas, which he calls, “the lust of the flesh” (desire for material things), “the lust of the
eye” (pride), and “the pride of life” (power).  In Eden Eve was tempted because the fruit was
pleasing to the eye, was good to eat, and the eating would make one as wise as God.  Here
is the same pattern.

Having spent 25 years in the broadcasting business, I have seen plenty of commercials, more
than most of you.  And I find it interesting that the advertising industry seems to use the
same themes.  How many times have you been informed that unless you owned a bigger
home, car, more expensive clothes, etc., you were just not with it?  Buy this item and you will
be the talk of the neighborhood, or the office, or on the golf course.  Then there are the
advertisements for sexual enhancement, beauty aids, hair restoration, dietary menus, life-extending drug formulas, and
so on and so on.  Go with this stock broker and get rich and powerful.  In the process, of course, the advertisers and the
media will be happy to capture our dollars as they tempt us with what they  have to sell.

It is inevitable we will be tempted.  As a Christian, I believe these three characteristics of temptation have a demonic
origin.  I understand that not everyone agrees, but the fact remains that the psychology is similar whether your
temptations have a supernatural or a secular origin.  Look carefully and evaluate the media for yourself.  Listen carefully
to the pitch.  I think you will agree that the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and pride of life are thrown at us each
and every day.  Knowledge can help with temptation. Succumbing to temptation can cause lots of trouble.   
Fr. Donald Seeks, Chaplain
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT
(June 2011)

We have gained 28 new members since 10 Oct 2010.    Our current active
membership stands at 1886.  64 members have renewed since 10 Oct 2010. 
As of 18 March 2011 we have 134 members whose dues expire 30 April 2010.
Please check the address label on your latest Communicator to see when your dues expire.
(i.e. 11-(first name) indicates dues expire 31 Dec 11.  Some will show e.g. 0911 - (first name)

which indicates 30 Sept 2011 expiration.)
Please refer all membership questions to Walt McLain,
1-866-299-1045 Toll Free or email aacsmbrship@comcast.net .

The Growth of the Association Depends on Members Recruiting Members

Applications are available in each Communicator, on our web site and from Walt McLain by
calling or emailing requests to 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free or Email aacsmbrship@comcast.net .

RECRUIT - RECRUIT - RECRUIT

Walt McLain
Director for Membership
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A look back at a “Young” Andy Agan
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VIP Visit, 1960?
Yakota Air Base, Japan, Communications Center operations. M-19 teletype machiens.

“The Good Old Days”
(60 wpm - ugh)

Msgt Kocher
(NCOIC, Comm Center)

Brig Gen Wooten
(Comdr, Pacific AACS)

A/1C Thurmon

Maj Gen Doubleday
(Comdr, AACS)

A/1C Agan
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“The Four Chaplains Legion of Honor Award”

Carl has been given the Four Chaplains Legion of Honor award in recognition of his service to all people regardless of
race or faith.  He also was presented with a lapel pin that is a Star of David with the Cross in the center.  The “Four
Chaplains” were Catholic, Protestant and Jewish.  This is a high honor and only given to outstanding individuals. 
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GERALD JOHNSTON
“Looks Back”

CHANUTE AFB - 1947

Sgt Gerald Johnston
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Due to the Editors Oversight, the following pictures submitted by Gerry Quellette 
Were overlooked in the Nov 2010 Story of the AUN SITE (1950)
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Saturday Buffet Bkft
(7 AM - 8:30 AM)

(Ambassadeur 246)
Seasonal fresh fruit and berries

Freshly baked danish, muffins and bagels
Selection of dry cereals with milk

Butter, cream cheese and fruit preserves
Scrambled eggs with aged cheddar cheese

Apple-wood smoked bacon
Choice of sausage links or country ham

Freshly baked biscuits with country gravy
Roasted hash brown potatoes

Southern grits with cheese
Freshly brewed coffee and selection of teas

Selection of fresh chilled juices

Saturday Night Banquet
(6:30 PM)

(Ambassadeur 246)

Charlotte's house salad (spring greens with
sliced Granny Smith apples, walnuts bleu cheese

crumbles with raspberry vinaigrette)
6 oz. beef filet 

or stuffed chicken breast with prosciutto,
sage and fontina with marsala demi glace

or grilled salmon with lemon caper reduction
Garlic whipped potatoes

Green beans
Chocolate Lava Cake

Sunday Get-Away Bkft
(7 AM - 10:00 AM - will be restocked till

9:30 AM)  (Ambassadeur 246)

Continental Breakfast
Seasonal fresh fruit and berries

Freshly baked danish, breakfast breads, bagels
Butter, cream cheese and fruit preserves

Selection of dry cereals with milk
Freshly brewed coffee and selection of teas

Selection of fresh chilled juices

Prayer Dinner - Buffet
(Thursday - 6 PM - 7:30 PM)

(Le Café Room)

Tossed salad with two dressings
Grilled salmon with lemon caper buerre
blanc Bowtie pasta with grilled chicken,

broccoli, asparagus and tomatoes
Penne pasta with meat sauce, mushrooms,

onions and mozzarella
Seasonal vegetables

Garlic breadsticks
Carrot cake and NY cheesecake

Freshly brewed coffee and selection of teas
($26 per person)

Come and enjoy “Friendship in the Company of Equals”

2011 AF Comm & ATC Association
35th Convention/Reunion Menus
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Charles McGowan from Rookie to Chaplain
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Association Life Member Cards

Correction to the November 2010 Communicator

On PAGE 48. The name of the Member of the 139th AACS Sq who was with the
2nd group to land in Japan after WWII and set up the Kanoya radio site, should

have been CECIL L. THOMASSON



38

Proposal to Host a Convention/Reunion

For potential convention/reunion hosts, the following are some of the minimum things that
must be considered in order to Host one the Associations annual conventions/reunions:

1 A location that has a number of attractions to offer the majority of our members.  
2 A major airport, easy Interstate access, golf courses, etc.
3 A hotel that can book 125-175 rooms, can seat up to 300-350 for breakfast and banquet

and the Annual General Meeting.
4 Are there other association members locally that can assist the host.
5 Potential hosts must be computer literate (you need minimum skills to enter and retrieve

convention information)

If a potential host feels that he/she can nominate a city that meets the above
minimum requirements, he/she should contact the Executive Director

(who is also the Chair of the Convention/Reunion Committee).

The Communicator    •            •    June 2011
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Ham Report for November 2011

George Reeves has spoken with the Director of the Association and
suggested that, with the low interest in the ham activities a “Ham Room” is going to be

a waste of time and money the September 2010 convention/reunion.  A table set aside for the hams
in the Hospitality Room might serve as a place for hams to meet. Also, he will be trying to get
someone to take over the post of “Ham Coordinator”.  

The Board of Directors voted to delete the
requirement for a Ham Room at future
conventions/reunions.  We will continue to
publish the radio frequencies until we know that
there is no activity on the net.

If George Reeves cannot find a Ham
Coordinator, and you want to volunteer for this
position, please contact the Executive Director.

HAM REPORT
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Berlin Airlift
1946th AACS Sq - Templehof, Germany (1948/1949)
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BILL BLEDSSOE (111TH AACS SQ) LOOKS BACK
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Hail Columbia!

As an Air Force Airman assigned to the 2045th Comm. Group, I was selected for duty to the
White House Communications Agency.  I reported for duty in January 1980.  After months of
training and testing I was awarded the position of Presidential Communicator; operating the
tactical switchboard and radio network for the President, Vice President, Secret Service, and
the Senior White House staff. I arrived early for work on the morning of April 12, 1981 and went
to the break area to witness the history making first launch of the Columbia Space Shuttle which
occurred at 7:00:03 a.m. EST. After watching the liftoff, losing sight of the shuttle, then seeing a
streak of light racing to the stars I was called to the morning briefing. I was assigned to the
Special Operator position and my duty was to respond quickly to the President, VP, & Senior WH
staff, patching calls by telephone or radio anywhere in the world. At 0712 Vice President
George H. W. Bush called from his car-phone and wanted to speak to the crew of the space
shuttle Columbia. He instructed me that he wanted to take the call in his office and would arrive
in 10 minutes. I responded to the Vice President like he had asked me to call his chief of staff
not having a clue how to make the call.  How do you call a spacecraft?  I asked my supervisor
and he didn't have a clue either. Being born and raised around Washington DC with a family
working within NASA I knew Goddard Space Center in
Greenbelt Maryland was a communications tracking facility.
With approval from my supervisor I called the commercial
number in the public phonebook and told them who I was,
what I wanted, and if they could help. The next thing I knew
I'm patched to the Pilot of the space shuttle Columbia, Robert
Crippen. It happened so fast we had 5 minutes to spare so I
asked NASA and the Pilot if they could hold the line for 5 min-
utes. NASA responded by saying sure no problem.  With that,
Pilot Crippen asked if we could patch some music up to them
while they waited, I said sure and patched country music up to
the space shuttle. On an earlier trip with the President to
Cleveland, Ohio I discovered a radio station with country
music that you could dial into and get their broadcast. I'm
sure that was a first. Anyway when the Vice President picked
up his office phone I had to drop the music patch, answer the
Vice President, and introduce the Space Shuttle crew.  Easy
huh, not when making the introductions the Pilot interrupted
thanking me for the music and the VP is wondering, what
music?  I didn't respond to Pilot Robert Crippen but instead
re-introduced the crew and assured the Vice President the
crew was on the line. The Vice President spoke to the crew,
congratulated them for a successful launch, and wished them
Godspeed (from one Veteran pilot to another in my humble
opinion).  In the first 20 minutes of my shift I made communi-
cations history by making the first phone call to a space shut-
tle for the Vice President of the United States and providing
music for the space shuttle crew.   
Wm. Larry Bethea, Jr.
Sgt U.S. Air Force Veteran 1978-1982
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2011 BOD Meeting
(Meeting will be held in the MONTMARTE Room)

35th Annual Board of Directors Meeting
WEDNESDAY, September 21, 2011   6:30 PM - ?

Tentative Agenda

*Old Business
*New Business

* Board Member Reports
*2011 Budget Review and Approval
*Income/Expense-12 Month Review

*Review and Approve Cost Reductions/Increases as appropriate.
*Donations Review

*2012 Convention Location/Host

Award Nominations:

• AF Hall of Fame
• AACS Hall of Honor
• Life Achievement
• Thomas F. Buckley
• Recruiting Award

Subjects Presented by the BOD and/or Association Members

A light meal is included for the Board of Directors.

Because of the interest for Board Members to go on the Scott AFB Tour on
Thursday, the annual Board of Directors meeting will be held at 6:30 PM on

Wednesday night.  Members who are in the Hotel on Wednesday are welcome to
attend the meeting after 7:30 PM.  Please remember that when formal votes are

being held, non-board members are asked to leave. 

Board members are asked to be prepared on the subjects to be
addressed as discussions will be limited prior to actual votes.
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“A long look back”
(before any of us saw Lindsey in later years)
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86TH Comm Sq Does it Again

For the 2nd year in a row, the “King Comm”
team from Ramstein won the
USAFE FLAG FOOTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP.
There were 12 spouses present and you
can see the son (Grant) of Lt Col Steven
Sweeney reaching to touch the trophy.
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PX/BX ITEMS
See PX/BX ORDER form on page 60 for prices, sizes and colors.

The AF Comm & ATC Wind Shirt is not shown, but it's the same as the AACS WS with a new patch.  
New AF COMM & ATC COINS are in STOCK  

New Challenge Coin

AFComm/ATC HAT AFCommATC SHIRT AF CommATC SHIRT

AACS ITEMS

Deluxe Patch Original Patch Command Patch

AACS Pin T-SHIRT                  AACS Hat   Windshirts  (BOTH)

Blue Shirt White Shirt                            NEW JACKET (BOTH)

The Communicator    •            •    June 201161
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“NOTICE”
Help support the “AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association”

“Donations” to help support the Association, will be gratefully accepted.  Because of the
aging membership of our WWII, Berlin Airlift and Korean Veterans, coupled with the loss of
Air Force Communications & Air Traffic Control Command/Unit integrity, our membership will
continue to dwindle.  We want to pass on to our younger and new members an “Association”
that will be a viable organization when it's their time, and one that will provide them with the

same fellowship and comradely that we have enjoyed since 1977.   If you care to give, only give
what you can afford.  Other than the names of those who donate, no dollar amounts will be

published and all donations are IRS Tax-deductible as authorized by the IRS.

************************************cut out and mail*************************************

Full NAME:___________________________________________________________________

Mailing
Address:____________________________________________________________________

Amount Donated:

$25_______, $50_______, $75______, $100______ Other $_________

Do you want a Tax Donation Receipt:  yes_____no_______
Please make checks out to:  AF COMM & ATC ASSOC. and mail to:

Ray Sharpless
113 Airway Lane

Belton, MO 64012
*****************************************************************************************

Thank you in advance for any donations.
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Mission Statement

To foster continued awareness of the Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control missions previously
accomplished by AACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, other past & current Major Air Commands. To
provide a forum for educational and humanitarian services, to renew & make new friendships and to

exchange ideas of common interest concerning people and activities associated with Communications &
Air Traffic Control.  To fully support the goals and missions of the U.S. Air Force and to honor each year the

ATC Enlisted Manager and Communications/Information Professionals of the year as selected by the Air
Force.  Make charitable contributions to worthy veteran organizations or related causes.  Of significant

importance is to manage our Association to be a viable Association for those
Airman/Officers/Civilians serving today.

The Beginning

The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first Association meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio in
1977.  The meeting was hosted by “Emeritus” Larry Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as a
result of a conversation with “Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.
Some of the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal, Ken Klise,
Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson,

Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few. This group established the high standards that will
continue to drive the AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association and we owe them and all

the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion, a great big
“Thank You”

AF COMMUNICATORS & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association - 1977 - 2008)

1977 - 1978 Hack Neal
1979 - 1980 Bob Dickerson
1981 - 1982 Joe Beler
1983 - 1984 Don Donnell
1985 - 1986 Wally Bailey
1987 - 1991 Bob Brewer
1992 - 1993 Cal Venable
1994 - 1997 Jasper Vaughn
1998 - 2001 Hank Sauer
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer
2008 - Stan Phillips

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

QUESTION:  Who or what are we ?
ANSWER:  An Association that is comprised of over 2,200 members 
who began their service in the Army Air Corps and/or the Signal 
Corps before WWII and who served in the first dedicated  communications 
element to provide communications and air traffic control as its primary 
mission and members who have served since then in any communications 
or air traffic control unit, including those serving today.  This new Army Air
Corps organization was formed in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways
Communications System” (AACS).  During WWII, it was renamed the
“Air Communications Service” (ACS) and placed under the then
“Air Transport Command” and within months was renamed once again as

the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS).  In 1961, AACS was
elevated to a Major Air Command and renamed “Air Force 
Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to 
Air Force Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990's the
Air Force was undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of functions

and AFCC was downsized and renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, 
Communications & Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was
renamed the “Air Force Communications Agency” (AFCA).  Also in the early 
1990's, the Air Force created the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency” (AFFSA), 
and reassigned air traffic control responsibilities to this new Agency and to the
Major Air Commands.  In 2009, AFCA was renamed the “Air Force Integration
Center” and placed under the AF Space Command along with the newly 
created 24th Air Force (for Cyber functions). Over the years since the AACS 
Alumni Association was formed (1977) the membership criteria changed from
individuals who only served in AACS units, to include all 
communicators/information/cyber/air traffic control and support skills 
regardless of what Major or Joint Command an individual served in, including
today's active duty personnel.

The motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, 
but  the glue that holds us all together through the different decades.  The 
Association is comprised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers, 
which includes many General Officers, both active and retired.

The Communicator
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“CHECK YOUR ADDRESS TO SEE
THE DATE and/or YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE”

It's the number before your first name. if you just have a ”11” you will be delinquent as
of December 31, 2010.  If you become delinquent, you will not get the June 2012 Communicator.


