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Our Goal:  Each member
recruits at least 1 new

member each year.
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2012 Air Force Cyberspace Hall of Fame
(Formerly called the “Communications/Information” Hall of Fame)

The following individuals were inducted
into The Hall of Fame - Class of 2012

Maj. General Dale Meyerrose Brig. General Bruce J. Bohn Brig. General Avon James

Lt. Col Grace M. “Maggie” Barth CMSAF Eric W. Benken Mr. Timothy R. Long
(Deceased) (Deceased)

Congratulations to these outstanding individuals and their

families. Their service and dedication to the Air Force

and to our country is much appreciated.
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The 36th AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
ANNUAL CONVENTION/REUNION

WHERE: St. Anthony's Riverwalk Hotel, San Antonio, Texas

WHEN:  September 19 - 23, 2012

HOSTS
David & Cheryl Kovach

SEE: Information and forms starting on page 24
Please sign up early as San Antonio is a “vacation destination”

Visit www.thestanthonyhotel.com and see what the hotel looks like!  
Come and make new friendships and renew old ones.  Remember that you will enjoy 

“Fellowship in the Company of Equals”

Reunion Helpers Needed !!

If you want to Volunteer to work the Registration Table,
Make Hospitality Room “booze” runs or help with the

PX/BX sales during the 2012 San Antonio Reunion, Please contact:
Dave Kovach, Reunion Host (email and phone number on

bottom of registration form on page 33.)
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New Brigadier General

Colonel Kevin B. Wooton, Commander of the

67th Network Warfare Wing (NWW), Lackland

AFB, Texas has been nominated by the President

in December 2011 for promotion.  The 67th

NWW is under the 24th Air Force and is the

newest combat wing.  Its mission is to operate,

manage and defend global Air Force Networks.

The Wing also trains and readies Airmen to

execute computer network exploitation

and attack.
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Lt. General Michael Basla, new Chief of Warfighting Integration (SAF/XC)

Lt. General Michael Basla is scheduled to replace Lt. General William Lord (who is
retiring) as the SAF/XC & A6-CIO in June 2012.  General Basla was the Vice

Commander, Air Force Space Command.  We wish General Lord continued success in
his new endeavors and much success to General Basla in his new position.
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

While September may seem like a long way off when we're surrounded by
cherry blossoms and tulips here in the Washington, DC area, Dave and
Cheryl Kovach have been putting together a fabulous program for this
year's reunion in San Antonio.  Check out the details in this issue and
make your reservations early!  I'd like to encourage each member to not
only plan to attend, but to sign up a friend as well.  Those who have
attended one of the conventions/reunions are well aware of the fun,
fellowship, and camaraderie that enjoy each year, but there are lots of
members of the Comm and Air Traffic Control communities that haven't
yet enjoyed one of our get-togethers.  What could be a better time than

now to join in?  Most anyone associated with the Air Force has cycled through San Antonio - if
only TDY - and knows how much the city has to offer.  Adding to that, our reunion site, the St.
Anthony's Riverwalk Hotel, is located in the heart of the city - no need to take a taxi or car ride
to be strolling down the Riverwalk.  So, call your friends and tell them to block out 19 - 23
September on their calendars and plan on meeting you at this year's reunion.  It will truly be a
special gathering by a special group.

Speaking of our special group, we're blessed to have a very dedicated Board of Directors that
works behind the scenes to take care of the day-to-day functioning of the Association.  But this
is your organization, so if you would like to serve on a committee or just have some good ideas
on how we could make the Association a little bit better, please let me know.  Fresh
perspectives and fresh ideas are always welcome.  

I'd like to close with a few words about today's Air Force.  It's different than the Air Force many
of us grew up with.  The operative terms today include such things as “cyberspace” - a broad
term that encompasses computers, networks, and information technologies as a separate
domain for our fighting Air Force.  We not only have to prepare ourselves for combat in air and
space, but also in the “virtual world” of computer networks.  It's pretty heady stuff, but at the
forefront of what our current day communicators - our “cyber warriors” do.  At the heart of it all
our young airmen carry out the cyber mission with the same commitment to the mission that we
remember from days gone by.  While the equipment and organizational structures may change,
the soul of our communications and air traffic community lives on in a professional and
dedicated force from a new generation.  Our legacy is in good hands.

So come to the reunion and enjoy time with your friends and fellow comm and ATC'ers while
hearing a bit about the Air Force of today (and tomorrow!).  
See you in San Antonio!

Doug Donnell
Executive Director
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Entwisle, Harry S

Hearn, John R.

Gallman, Ray L.

Gamble, James R.

Mock,  Shellie

Morrissey, William E.

Rasmussen, Earl  F.

The Chaplain's Corner
A priest in an eastern parish once told of a woman who used to sit on the south side of their church
balcony, right beside the thermostat.  In every service she insisted on having the thermostat set to
her personal needs.  But she never was satisfied; the heat or air conditioning never was right for
her.  Finally the vestry even spoke of disconnecting that thermostat and putting in a working one
somewhere else just to get rid of the problem.  But it proved to be too expensive.  The lady also
complained about the music; this hymn was too fast, that one too slow.  If a theological sermon was
preached it was “too intellectual.”  If a contemporary theme was the subject, it was “too
modernistic.”  Periodically she pulled her kids out of Sunday School because of what the teachers
said or didn't say.  No matter what the priest said or did, it never seemed to satisfy.  Then one day
while the priest was visiting at her home, the woman relaxed her guard and told him she had a

severely handicapped child whom she kept secreted away out of guilt and embarrassment.  This made her very defensive
about everything else and she was planting one bad seed after another. What's more, she had been sexually active before
marriage and had been told that God had given her this badly deformed baby as punishment for her fornication.  So the
lady had lost her self-respect. She then projected all her guilt and anger and frustration on every safe target in her life--
including her church family.  Once she had shared this secret, she made her confession and received absolution from the
bad seeds in her life.  She became a changed woman--and never complained or criticized anyone after that.
Jesus offers that kind of freedom to all who are sincere in their asking. We Christians are not called by God to identify the
good and the bad seeds in Church--for we never know what lies deep within another person's life.  We are, however,
commanded to evaluate people others by the fruit they bear, but never to try to get involved in final judgments. The
difference I call judgment to evaluation, and judgment to condemnation. We need to exercise the first, but never the
second.  The two key passages are: “By their fruit you shall know them,” and “Judge not, that ye be judged.”
Next time you encounter someone who complains a lot, keep in mind there may be some bad seeds inside, try to listen
with empathy, then pray for them.  We could be an instrument of change for the better, and what a privilege that
would be!

Fr. Donald Seeks

Missed Roll Call
(Since the November 2011 Communicator)
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Donation List:  (October 15, 2011 through April 1, 2012)

Billy J. Bledsoe
Elvin Connelly
James Dunn

Charles Harding
Richard Kinderman

George Mohr
Raymond A. Rotolo

Charles W. Taylor
Hank Sauer
James Smith
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Help ! !
The info on the names of the people in these photos was lost.

Please contact Hank Sauer and photos with names will be republished.  
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT
(June 2012)

We have gained 15 new members since 1 Oct 2011. Our current active membership stands at
1640.  106 members have renewed since 1 Oct 2011.  156 member's dues expired in 2011. As
of 18 March 2012 we have 214 whose dues will expire in 2012.  Since Jan 2009 our member-
ship has decreased from 1960 to 1640.  This decrease of 321 members was caused primarily
by dues expirations. Please check the address label on your latest Communicator to see when your dues
expire.  (i.e. 12-(first name) indicates dues expire 31 Dec 12.  Some will show e.g. 0712 - (first name) which
indicates 31 July 2012 expiration.)  In order to receive your June 2013 Communicator you must renew by 1
April 2013.  We changed the system slightly to insure that members get a full year term for each $15.00 in
dues paid and to help prevent all current year renewals coming due in December of each year.  

Please refer all membership questions to Walt McLain 865-690-0479 or email aacsmbrship@comcast.net

New Members and Renewals:  Make checks payable to AF Comm ATC Assn
Mail to:  AF Comm ATC Assn 4514 Haverty Drive Knoxville, TN 37931-3657

RECRUIT - RECRUIT - RECRUIT

Applications are available in each Communicator, on our web site and from Walt McLain by
calling 865-690-0479 or emailing requests to aacsmbrship@comcast.net .

RENEW - RENEW - RENEW
Walt McLain
Director for Membership

TREASURERS REPORT
(April 1, 2012)
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Meet our new Web Master
Ms. Lori Manske

Lori is the retired Chief of Public Affairs of the Air Force Communications Agency (AFCA). She started
her comm career with AFCC and has had lots of jobs including the “Editor” of the Command magazine
the “intercom”.

If you have not visited our new web site (www.afcommatc.org) you need to do so soon. 

Lori has put a lot of time in upgrading the web site to make it easier to navigate thru all the major
sections and has preserved our history so all new members can see who and what we are.
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Submitted by Robert Petersen
(ATC Facility of the Year 1969 - 1962 Comm Gp)
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Memories from days gone by!!

SSgt Hank Sauer - Operations Sgt
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Another GCA Save
John Towler's story in the November 2011 issue reminded me of 2 similar incidents in my ATC career,
related as accurately as possible; they happened a long time ago, and the memory fades.
The night of March 24, 1954 was “a dark and stormy night' -- literally. The night shift at the Offut AFB
Rapcon had a skeleton crew--a trainee and I, because the military wasn't flying. Incidentally, my boss
Sgt. Marvin Curry (still in contact with his German-born widow) was a GCA crew chief during the Berlin
airlift.
Around 2200 hours, a call came in from United Flight 611 on our primary VHF frequency, “Charlie.” It
was raining so hard their navigation antennas had shorted out (Same thing happened to me in a twin
Cessna over the Caribbean many years later). Flight 611 was lost enroute from MKC to OMA on the old
low frequency airways, and needed radar direction to OMA just North of us (Civilian airports didn't

have radar in those days). After
2 identifying turns, I vectored the
target for a back course
approach to OMA's SE runway.
Three months later, during a
squadron meeting, our Rapcon
crew was called by the squadron
commander to approach him at
the front of the hall. Being com-
pletely in the dark about the
summons and being a rather
wild bunch, we expected a royal
ass chewing about something,
but instead got a commendation
(attached hereto).
It seems that the Manager of
United Flight Operations had
written the Air Force a letter
which came down through the
chain of command thanking us
for “assistance” that night. The
letter didn't admit that Captain
Lovett and crew were utterly
lost.
Years later, I had a similar situa-
tion happen with a Piper aircraft
one snowy night working as a
CAA/FAA controller at Topeka
tower, alone and without radar,
identifying him and talking him
through an OMNI approach to
the field.

Richard Doyle
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“Snow Birds & Others”

HELP us reduce costs by telling Walt McLain (aacsmbrship@comcast.net) or Hank Sauer
(DirAACS@comcast.net) if you are going to be temporarily away from your NORMAL MAILING
ADDRESS in May or November.  Just tell us what temp address to mail your Communicator to.
We are PAYING the Post Office for telling us that you are temporarily away (they throw away
your Communicator).  The Communicators are normally mailed in mid MAY and mid NOVEMBER.
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Charlie McGowan, an Association Life Member,
continues to be active in the Local Community

Munich Riem
Airport
1951

Home of the
1812th AACS Gp
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Pencil Drawings

Success, Susan Fryc found some information on the Artist “LANDIS”.  The AF Art
Office in the Pentagon identified Mr. Landis as a Civilian AF employee who was a

Visual Information Specialist at Scott AFB, Illinois. We published some of his
pencil drawings in the June 2009 and the November 2011 Communicators to see

if we could find some information about him.  We did not have any success. 
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DIRECTIONS TO HOTEL 

San Antonio Airport is 8 Miles from Hotel. Drive time is normally under 25 minutes.

SHUTTLE/TAXI SERVICE IS AVAILABLE TO AND FROM HOTEL:

SHUTTLE: 1 Way Approx $18, RT $32

TAXI: 1 Way $22 to $24 (ride, not per-person)

MORE DRIVING DIRECTONS VISIT

www.wyndham.com/hotels/SATST/mapanddirections/main.wnt
For:  from-to directions
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2012 BOD Meeting
Meeting will be held in the LaFitte Room
36th Annual Board of Directors Meeting

Thursday, September 20, 2012
Noon-4 PM

Tentative Agenda

*Old Business
*New Business
*Board Member Reports
*2012 Budget Review and Approval
*Income/Expense-12 Month Review
*Review and Approve Cost Reductions/Increases as
appropriate.

*Donations Review
*2013 Convention Location/Host(s)
Award Nominations:

• AF Hall of Fame
• AACS Hall of Honor
• Life Achievement
• Thomas F. Buckley
• Recruiting Award

Subjects Presented by the BOD and/or Association Members

A light meal is included for the Board of Directors. Noon-1 PM

Association members who are in the Hotel on Thursday are welcome
to attend the meeting after 1 PM.  Please remember that when formal

votes  are being held, non-board members are asked to leave. 

Board members are asked to be prepared on the subjects to be
addressed as discussions will be limited prior to actual votes.
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A look back at a Great Communications Sq Commander

Lt Colonel John Carson was the Commander of the 1876th Comm Sq, 
Tan Son Nhut AB , Vietnam from June 1968 till June 1969.

He took over a communications unit of over 1,000 airmen that was still
reeling from the Tet Offensive of early 1968.  Many veterans of this unit

during his tenure,  have always said that “he was the right man, at the right time”.
He was directly responsible for restoring morale, instilling a new

“can do” attitude, and taking one of lowest communications squadrons
in rankings to one of the top communications squadrons in the Air Force.
His leadership during the period that the war was significantly escalating

along with the increases in the number of American military units,
was outstanding.  “He was one of a Kind” 
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Looking for Help !!!!
“Transmitter Site outside Fairbanks, Alaska”

Jim Kolhoff, at kolhoffthompson@aol.com is looking for help.  He is looking for any
information about this facility near the present day Eielson AFB, Alaska.  It was located at the
end of the “transmitter site” road.  At one time, in the 1950s it was a transmitter site. If any of
our members have any information about this site (was it a transmitter or receiver site ?),
please contact Jim by email and if you do not have email capability, write to me.  

It appears to have been a 24/7 facility, with sleeping quarters on the 2nd floor and had a
messing facility. There was a 20' ceiling in what could have been an operations area.  It had
lots of cable runs all over the building.

Thanks, Hank Sauer
Editor/Publisher 

“ Info on William J. Welter of the 65th AACS Group”

cmwelter@aol.com is looking for info on his father, William J. Welter (35358543T42) who was
in the 65th AACS Group. His father's records were lost in the fire at the St Louis records
depository.  He was stationed in Scotland and London with the 65th AACS Group and spent
some time in “communications”.
Not much to go on, but maybe one of our members who served in the 65th
will remember him.

A Short Story
By Jack Kelly, Arlington, Texas
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Does anyone remember Donald Everett ?

Laurent Loizy, of France, who is a member of the 317th Troop Carrier Group
Veterans Group is looking for any information on the owner of a B-4 bag from the 1950's.

The name on the bag is “Donald Everett” and writings on the bag are; “AACS,
Rhein Main, Corbigny, Paris, Lyon, Dijon”.  Our records show Dets and Sq's

Of the 132nd AACS Sq, 133rd AACS Sq, 134th AACS Sq and the 1945th AACS Sq at Rhein Main
were the AACS units that were at these locations in the 40s. In 1948, the 3 digit designations

were changed to 4 digit unit designations, so the time frame may have been earlier than 1950.
You can reach Laurent Loizy at email: lolo.sub@wanadoo.fr
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The Southern Pines PILOT, N.C., Friday July 19, 1946
“Pate On Paris-Munich Hop Finds “GCA” a Lifesaver”

( Lt. Pate is Bill Bethea's Uncle)

1st Lt. Arthur Pate dropped by the “PILOT” (the newspaper) last Saturday to see his ex-GI brother, Jim,
but as all printers will tell you if you ask, or even if you don't, they were busy back on the presses and
Jim couldn't give younger brother Arthur much time.

“Go on up the front where they never work” said Jim with a noble scorn.  So Lt Pate came up front
where we were having tea and crumpets and saccharine.  Lt. Pate has a juicy streak in tow, but never
loosened firm grip on it.

One thing led to another, a few Pacific memories swapped for ones of London, Paris, and Munich.
Then Lt Pate got to talking about a mission when he had to fly a C-47 through thick stratus clouds and
ice from Paris to Munich, landing by the new GCA that promises to revolutionize blind flying.  It had
already saved lots of lives, and Lt Pate had 5 passengers with him who never saw the ground until they
felt the plane land.

Said Pilot Pate.. “At Paris the weather wasn't too good.  But they told me I'd top it at 7500 and be in
the clear”… but at 9500 I was still in the soup. After I got out from Paris maybe 75 miles I went in
between layers, still plenty of weather but you could see the cloud layers.

“When I got over the Rhine you could can always tell that even if you can't see the ground because of
the hills that rise about 4500 feet giving you build up cumulus over the area-well it was soupy but
smooth on to Munich.  When I got down near Munich somebody was on the Munich frequency sending
code.  I got worried because about 80 miles past Munich the Alps rise 6 to 8,000 feet. The code
coming in caused my radio compass to swing, but I was only using it for a check.  The closer I got the
clearer the signal got and I knew exactly when I came over the cone.

“They told me to fly over the North Leg, and right then I had about three minutes of clear vision, saw it
snowing on the ground.  The soup closed in tight again. “The tower switched me over to GCA.  GCA
picked me up on their radar scope and gave me direct headings to fly and the procedure on letting
down to traffic altitude.”   They kept telling me.  “Have you in sight now, have you in sight now and
then “Pick up heading seven zero degrees”.  I knew I was flying parallel with the runway then.  The
heading was 160 and after that 350 and then they told me “You're on your base leg now”
“You head into the runway about seven miles out, holding your altitude and coming in at 120 mph.
They tell you to descend at the rate of 500 feet per-minute.  All the time they give you your heading
correction, keeping up a running chatter.  “Your altitude is good, your heading is correct, your looking
good now.  Your right on the glide path.  Your looking good.  We were coming down and could not
see a thing”.

“I finally broke out at about 50 feet from the ground and 50 feet from the runway.  It was snowing
hard and the only way I could tell I was headed exactly straight for it was the runway markers sticking
up out of the snow”. “All I had to do was pull the power off and set her in”.  After I got on the ground,
I couldn't see the terminal it was snowing so hard”.  “And then we all wiped the sweat away”'
“That GCA is really fine.  It has saved lots of lives”, added Pate. And then I left to go play ball  
with the SP team in Siler City.  
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Air Force's cyber leader says communication, information role shifting

JOINT BASE SAN ANTONIO-RANDOLPH, Texas (AFNS) -- The Air Force's leader in cyberspace
operations and support told communications and information career field members here how
emerging technology and the information superhighway are changing their roles and providing
them with challenges and opportunities.

Lt. Gen. William T. Lord, the Air Force chief of warfighting integration and chief information
officer, presented CyberVision 2020, an initiative to transform the communications and
information community, during a town hall meeting here Jan. 11 sponsored by Headquarters Air
Education and Training Command A6.

Lord called the transition to cyberspace operations and support a "culture shift" from
traditional information assurance to mission assurance. He compared the journey of
communications and information service members and civilians to a roller coaster ride.

"I used to say that the roller coaster ride was on the incline," he said. "I think the roller coaster
ride you are on, whether you want to be on it or not, is at the top and it's begun to free fall.
What we want to do is shape where we're going in cyber so that, one, we get there safely; two,
that maybe you can enjoy the ride while we're at it; but three, that the important things we have
always done don't get lost on the ride and at the same time we arrive in a new place."

A video that preceded Lord's address and slide show presentation traced the communications
and information career field's evolution from its role in the U.S. Army Signal Corps before
World War I to cyberspace today. Now effects can be achieved "on the battlefield with nonki-
netic tools" through five core competencies: cyberspace operation, knowledge, cyberspace
operation support, warfighting integration and cyberspace governance.

Lord said the Air Force is "at that aspect of cyber between World War I and World War II."

"We figured out that we can use it for other things," he said, just as airplanes were later used
"for other things than just moving information."

Lord said the technology that is embraced by young people plays an important role in the Air
Force's cyber mission.

"Great new capability comes from some of those new devices," he said. "We have to be able to
figure out how to deliver that capability. You've got to deliver it fast, and we also have to
deliver it securely, and sometimes those are in direct confrontation with one another."

Lord said the tools used in the communications and information career field are already at play
in the operational realm -- on the flightline, where fiber optics can be found in maintenance
bays, and in the aerial battle ground, where sophisticated devices such as the Battlefield
Airborne Communications Node employed on airplanes are important to Army ground combat
maneuver units. 



"We're going to be at wars that have maybe more capable platforms, but not as many of them,"
he said. "You all are part of the community that ties that stuff together, that requires you to
know some other skills that perhaps we haven't paid as much attention to in the past as we go
forward in the future."

Lord said Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta's recent remarks on the future of the military in an
age of budget cuts and manpower reductions underscored the importance of technology and
the need to excel in cyberspace.

Cyberspace operations and support are such a priority, he noted, that the field now has its own
four-star advocate, Gen. William L. Shelton, Air Force Space Command commander, at Peterson
Air Force Base, Colo.

"How cool is it that for the first time ever, we have a four-star operator who is the champion of
this business?" he said.

Lord said the cyber mission faces challenges as the Air Force "gets a little smaller in the future."

"You have an environment where we have to tie innovation together that we never thought
about how to do in the past or modernize that which hasn't been modernized for 30 or 40
years," he said. 

The initial steps in the transformation are being taken by the air staff and the Air Force Space
Command, Lord said.

"There's a couple of hundred action items that are being assigned, and that work is being
staffed now to get after how we get from where we were to where we're going," he said.

Lord, who also answered questions from the audience, said communications and information
professionals will need the "three C's: courage, competence and creativity." He urged them to
innovate, a "wonderful mantra" from Air Education and Training Command.

"You are figuring out the mechanism by which we train all our replacements," he said. "And it's
one of the strengths of our Air Force. There are no dumb ideas. The only dumb idea is the one
that wasn't expressed."
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AACS PX/BX ITEMS LEFT IN THE INVENTORY

Hats - 25
Blue Golf Shirts Size Small - 13

Blue Golf Shirts Size 2XL- 3
White Golf Shirts Size Small  - 12

White Golf Shirts Size XL - 8
White Golf Shirts Size 2XL - 1

Wind Shirts Size Small - 5
Wind Shirts Size 2XL - 3
Jackets Size Small  - 3

T-Shirts Size Medium - 2
T-Shirts Size Large  - 5

T-Shirts Size XL - 4

WHEN AACS ITEMS ARE SOLD OUT, “THEY WILL NOT BE RESTOCKED”

A “Stanza” from Years Ago !!!
By Life Member:  Abraham J. Iakovides

Abraham served during the Korean War and two of his units listed in our Database are the 1950th AACS
Sq, Tripoli, Libya & the 2045th AACS Gp, Andrews AFB, MD.  The “Stanza” was written when they build the
Viet Nam Memorial as he felt that there were no memorials for the Veterans of WWII and the Korean War.

(Memorials were built in later years).

“Eternal be their Memory”
Who visits me ?

Who thinks of me ?
Who mourns for me or visits my memory on sacred sculptured stone ?

The memory fades -
I lost the first (Korea)

The “Flower Children” and others
With the “Video Eye” lost the second (Vietnam)

Who will speak for me ?
Where does my nation mourn

Except at the “Unknown”

In a distant land at a now distant time
The memory fades as should all wars,

But, should not someone visit my “Stone”
And say well done -----

But, there is no “Sacred Stone”
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Looking for Information

Does anyone have info on MSgt William Welter?  He served under Col Dux
LeDoux, Commander of the 65th AACS Group in the United Kindom during WWII.
His Son, Cyril Welter can be reached at cmwelter@aol.com.  In his Dads letters,

he refers to Larry Camp and a Capt Kniskern, Capt Parr, Sgt Libby and a Maj
McDavitt.  Cyril would like to know what his dad did in AACS.   He may have

been a cryptographer and was stationed in Central London.
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Ham Report for November 2011

It has been decided that due to the lack of interest in Ham activities
and low attendance, the “Ham Room” has been discontinued.
If attendance is up, a table will be set aside for the hams in the

Hospitality
Room.   

The Board of
Directors voted to delete

the requirement for a Ham Room at
conventions/reunions.  We will continue to
publish the radio frequencies until we
know that there is no activity on the net.

There is currently no “Ham Coordinator” to
coordinate activities.  If you want to
volunteer, contact Dough Donnell,
Executive Director.

A New Cyber Operations Unit

Risen on the Cyber Tide

Air Force Reserve Command's 910th Airlift Wing at Youngstown ARS, Ohio, added

a new squadron by elevating the 910th Communications Flight to squadron status.

"With the increased focus on cyber operations, we've experienced an increase in

staff to help shoulder the workload," said Lt. Col. Pete Milkovich, 910th CS

commander, at the chance-of-status ceremony at the wing's headquarters on

Jan. 7. "We have already been functioning at a squadron level, so the change

from flight to squadron is kind of a formality," he added.
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NEW WEB SITE
New design offers simplicity, ease of use

Last November we launched our shiny, new web site at www.afcommatc.org. The new site has much of the same
information as the previous site, including our Communicator newsletters.  It is designed to make everything easier
to use and find. More than 4,000 have visited since the site went live in November 2011.  If you are not one of
those, please visit soon and check it out. The site's improved navigation includes topic-focused sections and
subsections to allow viewers to quickly drill down to subjects they are looking for. The clickable headings run
across the upper section of the home page in a blue bar: Home, History, Join, News, Contacts/Links, Photos/Videos,
Members Only, Resources, and Sign our Guestbook. Home. Our home page describes the who, what, and why of
our Association. It includes links to Facebook and our Guestbook. A subsection identifies our board of directors,
non-voting positions, and current Air Force comm/info/cyber/air traffic control leadership. A second subsection fea-
tures our Hall of Honors, dedicated to our award recipients and to members who recently passed away. History.
Here we lay out the history of our organization, going back to 1977 and the beginning of the AACS Alumni
Association. On this page you'll find our legacy commands and agencies and past leadership. We include a link to
the Air Force Network Integration Center's heritage web site. Join.  We need new members to continue our great
organization.  This page has membership forms and information about renewals and address changes. News.  Read
articles, hot topics, and items of interest regarding our Association and the Air Force communications, information,
air traffic control, and cyberspace communities.  Check back often for new items and links to related topics.  As a
subsection, we also post everything you need to know about upcoming conventions. Contacts/Links.  We provide
the appropriate point of contact for questions/comments on a variety of topics--from membership, to PX/BX
orders, to the Communicator newsletter.  Links include the Cyberspace Operations and Support Hall of Fame; Air
Force web sites; other alumni sites, and a link to the Rohna survivors memorial association.  A subsection directs
you to a PX/BX order form and photos of items for sale.  A second subsection allows visitors who are looking for a
person, place, or thing to post information or questions.  Click on “comments” to see posts.  Check in…you just
might be able to help someone. Photos/Videos.  Take a look at who attended recent conventions, or watch a video
tribute to communicators, or view short videos of interest to our community. Members only.  This page is password-
protected and accessible only to our members.  Since you're reading this in the Communicator, you are obviously a
member.  The password is “mpn1aacs”.  You have access to current and past Communicator newsletters and the
membership roster. Resources.  This page offers easy-to-follow instructions to accomplish various tasks within our
organization.  Click on any subject to open a Word document with specific guidelines/instructions.  Topics include
“how to host a convention,” “how
to prepare/submit an award nom-
ination,” and more. You'll also
find position descriptions for our
board of directors and our
Association's policies and char-
ters.   Guestbook.  You can start
an online conversation or reply
to questions posted by other for-
mer or current communicators.
You never know who you might
find.  To post a comment, simply
enter your name, Air Force spe-
cialty, location, and e-mail, and
type in your comment.  Then
check back to see if anyone has
commented on your post. Be sure
to explore the new web site to
check out these features. Please
tell us what you think by e-mail-
ing any constructive comments or
questions to
manske5@charter.net, or simply
use the comment box on the
web site.
Lori Manske,
web site manager
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AACS Legacy - Korean War
AACS troops in Korea began supporting a Korean Orphanage in 1950 and support

spread to all the AACS units in the Far East.  The photo's were taken by
Ray Buday who worked in the K-18 Control Tower. Thanks to Jim Davis of

Sterling, VA for providing the photo's.
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PX/BX ITEMS
See PX/BX ORDER form on page 60 for prices, sizes and colors.

The AF Comm & ATC Wind Shirt is not shown, but it's the same as the AACS WS with a new patch.  

New Challenge Coin CUP

AFComm/ATC HAT AFCommATC SHIRT AF CommATC SHIRT

AACS ITEMS

Deluxe Patch Original Patch Command Patch

AACS Pin T-SHIRT                  AACS Hat   Windshirts  (BOTH)

Blue Shirt White Shirt                            NEW JACKET (BOTH)
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“NOTICE”
Help support the “AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association”

“Donations” to help support the Association, will be gratefully accepted.  Because of the aging
membership of our WWII, Berlin Airlift and Korean Veterans, coupled with the loss of Air Force
Communications & Air Traffic Control Command/Unit integrity, our membership will continue to
dwindle.  We want to pass on to our younger and new members an “Association” that will be a

viable organization when it's their time, and one that will provide them with the same
fellowship and comradely that we have enjoyed since 1977.   If you care to give, only give what

you can afford.  Other than the names of those who donate, no dollar amounts will be

published. ALL DONATIONS are IRS Tax-deductible as authorized by the IRS.
*****************************************************cut out and mail*************************************************
Full NAME:______________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address:_________________________________________________________________

Amount Donated:

$25_______, $50_______, $75______, $100______ Other $_________

Do you want a Tax Donation Receipt:  yes_____no_______

Please make checks out to: AFCOMMATC and mail to:

Cindy Allison
691 Lawshe Road
Senoia, GA 30276
**********************************************************************************************************************

Thank you in advance for any donations.
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Mission Statement

To foster continued awareness of the Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control missions previously
accomplished by AACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, other past & current Major Air Commands. To
provide a forum for educational and humanitarian services, to renew & make new friendships and to

exchange ideas of common interest concerning people and activities associated with Communications &
Air Traffic Control.  To fully support the goals and missions of the U.S. Air Force and to honor each year the

ATC Enlisted Manager and Communications/Information Professionals of the year as selected by the Air
Force.  Make charitable contributions to worthy veteran organizations or related causes.  Of significant
importance is to manage our Association to be a viable Association for those Officers/Airman/Civilians

serving today.

The Beginning

The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Association meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio
in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “Emeritus” Larry Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as
a result of a conversation with “Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.
Some of the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal, Ken Klise,
Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson,

Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.
This initial  group established the high standards that continues to drive the AF Communicators & Air Traffic
Controllers Association and we owe them and all the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion, a

great big  “Thank You”.

AF COMMUNICATORS & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association - 1977 - 2008)

1977 - 1978 Hack Neal (BGen)
1979 - 1980 Bob Dickerson (Col)
1981 - 1982 Joe Beler (Col)
1983 - 1984 Don Donnell (Col)
1985 - 1986 Wally Bailey (Col)
1987 - 1991 Bob Brewer (Col)
1992 - 1993 Cal Venable (Col)
1994 - 1997 Jasper Vaughn (Col)
1998 - 2001 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye (Lt Col)
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2008 - 2011 Stan Phillips (SSgt)
2012 - Doug Donnell (Col)

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”
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“CHECK YOUR ADDRESS TO SEE
THE DATE and/or YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE”

It's the number before your first name. If you have an ”12” you will be delinquent as
of December 31, 2012.  If you become delinquent after April 1, 2013 you will not receive

the June 2013 Communicator.

QUESTION:  Who or what are we? The AF Communicators &
Air Traffic Controllers Association.

ANSWER:  An Association that is comprised of approximately 2,000 members
who began their service in the Army Air Corps and/or the Signal Corps before
WWII and who served in the first dedicated communications element to provide
communications and air traffic control as its primary mission and members who
have served since then in any communications or air traffic control unit,
including those serving today.  This new Army Air Corps organization was formed
in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways Communications System” (AACS).
During WWII, it was renamed the  “Air Communications Service” (ACS) and
placed under the then “Air Transport Command” and within months was renamed
once again as the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS). In 1961,
AACS was elevated to a Major Air Command and renamed “Air Force
Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to Air Force
Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990's the Air Force was
undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of functions and AFCC was
downsized and renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, Communications &
Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was renamed the “Air Force
Communications Agency” (AFCA).  Also in the early 1990's, the Air Force created
the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency” (AFFSA), and reassigned air traffic
control responsibilities to this new Agency and to the Major Air Commands.  In
2009, AFCA was renamed the “Air Force Network Integration Center” (AFNIC) and
placed under the AF Space Command along with the newly created 24th Air
Force (for Cyber functions). Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association
was formed (1977) the membership criteria changed from individuals who only
served in AACS units, to include all communicators/information/cyber/air traffic
control, maintenance and support  skills regardless of what Major or Joint
Command an individual served in, including today's active duty personnel. All
Honors & awards still reside with AFNIC.

The motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, but
the glue that holds us all together through the different decades.  The
Association is comprised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers,
which includes many General Officers, both active and retired.


