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New 24th Air Force Commander
On February 21, 2013, the Air Force announced the retirement of Major General Susanne
“Zan” Vautrinot and named Major General James K. McLaughlln to be the 3rd Commander

of the 24th (CYBER) Air Force.  General Vautrinot was our guest speaker at the 2012
Convention/Reunion in San Antonio.  We wish her all the best in her retirement and second

career.  General McLaughlin brings a wealth of experience in the space operations and
intel worlds, and we wish him every success in his new assignment.

Air Force “Cyberspace Operations” Hall of Fame
(formerly called the Communications/Information Hall of Fame)

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE
2013 INDUCTEES

Gen (Ret) William T. Hobbins
Brig Gen (Ret) Buford R. Witt

GS-16 (Ret) Robert L. Feik
Col (Ret) Jack Stratford

CMSgt (Ret) Laurence M. Patrick

(PHOTO'S NOT YET AVAILABLE FOR ALL)
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

We're only about six months away from what promises to be
another fabulous reunion for our group.  Our hosts Hank Sauer and
Bob Akard have been working hard to put together a great
program, with everything from a riverboat cruise to a look back at
the early settlement of the Great Smoky Mountains.  Check out the
latest information, pictures, schedules, etc. on the website
(afcommatc.org).  
Each time we meet I'm struck by the enthusiasm of our members.
We come to the reunions to share memories and spend time with
friends, but, beyond that, a thread that binds us all is the special

pride we feel in having served our country.  This comes through loud and clear whenever
and wherever we gather. With the reunion coming up, now is the perfect time to reach
out to your friends and invite them to join us in September. The annual gatherings are
the centerpieces of our association and what better way to increase our numbers and
increase our fun by bringing new members into the organization.  The best way to make
that happen is to reach out personally - make that phone call or send that email and
plan to meet in Knoxville!
The Board of Directors is always looking for ways to improve our organization, so if you
have some ideas, please send them along.  If you're one of our members (or even a
friend of the organization), perhaps you have a few ideas for ways that the organization
could better serve our group.  
Around the world, today's cyber warriors continue to build on the legacy of those of us
that preceded them in the communications career fields.  Despite the amazing changes
in technology that we have seen over the years, their world, like ours before, still
involves professionals making sure their leaders have the information they need to make
decisions and the means to get those decisions to the warfighters whenever and
wherever needed.  And the Air Traffic Controllers? They still keep 'em flying!    

Doug Donnell
Executive Director
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The Life Blood of the Air Force Communicators
and Air Traffic Control Association

Maintaining Membership Numbers:  New Members Important
Renewals are Critical

If we are to maintain this association members must pay attention to membership
expiration dates and renew their memberships in a timely manner. 

Our only sources of income are membership dues and donations by members. The web site
and the Communicator are solely supported by this income.

Please pay close attention to your membership expiration dates and renew in a
timely manner. Your expiration date is indicated on your membership card and
on the address label of your Communicator.

If you are due to renew please do so by 1 April 2014 to insure that
you receive your June 2014 Communicator which will contain the

2014 Convention Information.

For those who make periodic or regular donations we appreciate your continued
support.  You can be assured that your donations are critical to the continued

operation of this great organization.

Membership Director Report for June 2013 Communicator

We have gained 18 new members since 1 Oct 2012.  Our current active
membership stands at 1537.  80 members have renewed since 1 Oct 2012.

As of 1 Apr 2013 we have 127 whose dues will expire in 2013.  To see when your dues expire check the
address label on your latest Communicator or the expiration date on you membership card. 

Please refer all membership questions to Walt McLain
865-690-0479 or email aacsmbrship@comcast.net

New Members and Renewals:  Make checks payable to AF Comm ATC Assn
Mail to:  AF Comm ATC Assn 4514 Haverty Drive Knoxville, TN 37931-3657

Applications are available in each Communicator, on our web site and from Walt McLain by calling
865-690-0479 or emailing requests to aacsmbrship@comcast.net.

Walt McLain
Director for Membership

Donations Since  November 2012 Communicator:

H.B. Miller, Janet Rollins, Walt McLain, Alan Brenner, Paul Ratliff, James Thomas Jr, 
Vollie Miller, John Tucker, Andrew Milligan Jr, Maj Donald McDaniel, Richard Kinderman,

Raymond Rotolo, Walter Wasielewski, Fred Berneski Sr, Bob Akard, Hank Sauer & Lori Manske.
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FROM THE CHAPLAIN FOR THE COMMUNICATOR
JUNE 2013

A casual survey of today's churches can reveal that many of the sermons are
focused on the happenings of the present day rather than on the hereafter,
and more on living life here and now, but comparatively little on the life
which will follow for eternity. After all, on the one hand we are dealing with
immediacy and that produces a reasonable certainty.  This life, with all its
challenges and opportunities is immediately before us and we know a fair
amount about how to deal with it.  However difficult it may become, it always seems easier than
having to cope with the unknown, the uncertain, the clouded and darkly shaded future.
One little girl had a problem over the two worlds.  The four year old was looking at a family
portrait and asked her mother, “Why aren't I in this picture?”  “Honey, you weren't born yet,”
answered her mother smiling.  “What does that mean, that I wasn't born yet?”  “It means you did
not come along until after this picture was taken.”  “You mean, I was still in heaven with Jesus”, she
said.  And her mother said, “That's right!”
There's another story about a young girl whose father was with her at the clinic when she had to
have some minor surgery.  The doctor worked quickly and the child never even flinched.  When it
was over the doctor praised her for her courage.  She replied, “I wouldn't have done it if I couldn't
have put my hand in my daddy's hand!”  
Now just consider that half of the girls and boys in America do not have a father at home to hold
their hand.  How vital it is then, that we who attend church or synagogue seek out the children, and
at least prayerfully hold each of their hands.  Better yet if we get to know them, especially children
from single parent families, and be a foster father or grandfather with our best efforts.
I believe Heaven will be like that, for we are assured that in Heaven we will rest in the Hand of
God.  Jesus took great pains to teach us that God is like a loving, caring parent.  Only once did
Jesus ever call God anything but “Father”.

It is imperative then, that we who have led responsible military lives show in our actions toward
young people what a father's (or grandfather's) love can be like.  For it is within the family of God
that we find our true values and where we can catch a glimpse of Heaven.  It is within the family of
God where we can capture a vision for the future, both now, and the future yet to come. It is God's
family where we will be for eternity, basking in the power and great glory of God's perfect love.
“Once we were no people”, writes Saint Paul, “but now we are God's people”.
We Christians believe that if we stay close to Jesus, His Spirit of love will flow through our lives and
our young people will see the difference.  Thereby, the glory of Heaven will become more of a
reality, especially to the young.
No poem or song or story ever can do justice to that truth, but some young folks I know have a
song where they can give a good try.  It goes: “Heaven is a wonderful place; filled with God's glory
and grace.  I'm gonna see my Savior's face, Heaven is a wonderful place, I wanna tell ya”.
How wonderful it would be if all our nation's young had that faith, and at least partially so because
you and I cared enough to love them like a father, whether natural or as a substitute. 
“Let not your hearts be troubled …(for) in my Father's house are many rooms.  If it were not so,
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you?  And when I go and prepare a place for
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that where I am, you may be also.”
That is a message for all of us, and most assuredly for the young.
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Emerson P. Whaley

Emerson P. “Pete” Whaley called last night … Pete used to be a control tower operator at King One Eight.  He
arrived there in mid 1952 and I hadn't talked to him face-to-face or on the phone since 1953. 
Pete's last email to me was on April 21, 2008.  He went “off the air” about the time his wife died.  Hadn't
heard from him since and then right after Ray Buday called last night … here comes Pete's call … a bolt
from the blue … what a pleasant surprise! 
Our acquaintance at K-18 … 59 years ago … was brief but long enough for him to teach me a few things
about my new job.  For now let me say that I owe him a lot … he says I don't … I think I do.  The last time I
talked to him over the telephone was also 59 years ago.  
His advice to me in that phone call, from his tent during my first shift in the tower at K-18, probably saved
the lives what was left of an Invader crew … a midwatch (0000I to 0600I) … very low ceiling with one engine
feathered.  The pilot was hit … as I remember he was dead … this is bad since the B-26 only carried one
pilot … the navigator in his right seat was driving.  Pete advised me to turn on the ceiling light … a search-
light … and tell the pilot to spiral down.  This advice came after “nav” had missed two approaches.  I think
the application of power woke up the whole base including Pete since I vaguely remember one phrase from
the conversation … 'we're trying to sleep down here' or something similar.  
The wreckage remained relatively intact … and all but the pilot walked away.  The AC&W guys, up on the hill,
probably led the plane through the dark to K-18, as they did for many.  I wonder if any of the pilots ever
tipped their hats to those guys … they were good ... I kinda suspect they were just taken for granted … 
Pete and I talked for a long time … he told of his 26 years of service … mostly in the USAF … two tours in
Vietnam … his life in the country near Nacona, TX … his dog with which he walks a lot and how he used to
fish a lot.  He retired in 1975 … enlisted in 1951 … had some earlier time in the Guard after he fibbed about
his age … his Guard unit discharged him (under age) when they were ordered to Korea at the start of the
war. 
He also said at K-18 he spent a lot of time with the USN guys at FASRON-11 … they had a TBM Avenger …
they called it “The Turkey” and it was flown by a CPO.  Pete was invited by the chief to fly up to Wonsan
harbor … an island emergency strip behind enemy lines to pick up a downed pilot.  The chief said it was just
a milk run.  Pete couldn't find Lt. Roy Lane our detachment commander (DETCO) to obtain permission.  Not
being able to find Lt. Lane Pete went on the “milk run” to the island anyway.
Unknown to Pete … the enemy had a huge railroad gun pointed at the strip on the island … a beach …
when any plane landed they rolled out the gun and fired one round then rolled it back into the tunnel.  Our
cruisers laid for this gun but as far as I know they never got it.
The Seabees had constructed revetments near the strip and all aircraft were placed in one … the enemy
couldn't tell which one … a shell game … everyone took cover until the round was fired and work resumed.
Bill Leisher, FASRON-11, filled me in on this.
Pete's welcoming “round” hit near the Avenger and peppered it good.  Pete told the chief he'd be
court-martialed if he missed his upcoming shift in the tower and off they went in a wounded “Turkey”.  Pete
remembers they had gear problems approaching K-18 but got down OK.  Bill says he remembered seeing
the “battle damage” holes in the airplane.
Pete says he still remembers Lt. Lane's “words” when he learned about this “milk run”.
Needless to say we talked a lot … about K-18 … our youth and subsequent life.
All-in-all July 17, 2012 was a great day for me … Pete and Ray called … Ray's
gonna be OK after losing his home to the Colorado Springs forest fire; and Emerson P. Whaley is back in the
fold … The “Nats” won with a homerun in the bottom of the 11th and my daughter-in-law celebrated her
birthday in Ocean City, MD and I remembered it in time to get her a card before she gets back.
After I made my plans to attend AirVenture 2012 (Oshkosh) … got an invitation from DoD 60th Anniversary
of the Korean War Commemoration Committee.  They are having a ceremony at Arlington on July 27th.  The
purpose is to remember the 59th Anniversary of the signing of the Korean War Armistice … and our
“heroes”.  I'm flying back home early from Oshkosh and plan to be there.  I'll take some pictures and share
what I can with you.  I'll be thinking of those that have gone on … before us …

Jim Davis, USAF 1952 - 1956 - CAA/FAA 1956 - 1990
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A Tribute To Major Gray!

Ever since he began his Air Force career, Maj. Walter “Dave” Gray was someone to look up to.
During his first time at the tactical air control party schoolhouse, classmates would go to Gray
for help.  “He took a lot of us under his wing,” said Master Sgt. David Bickel, the Superintendent
of Operations at the Joint Tactical Air Control Advanced Instructor course who went through
technical school with Gray in 1995.
So it wasn't a surprise that, more than a decade after his commissioning as an officer, Gray
went back through TACP school and was a leader in the first class of air liaison officers - known
as 13 Limas because of their Air Force Specialty Code.
Gray, who was assigned to the 13th Air Support Operations Squadron out of Fort Carson, Colo.,
was killed Wednesday when a suicide bomber attacked his vehicle in Kunar province,
Afghanistan. Gray, 38, is survived by his wife and three children.
“He was what a TACP officer should be,” Bickel said. “We've been wanting TACP officers. We
want guys who have been through the training and bled in the field. He was the epitome of
what a 13 Lima should be.”
Gray received his commission in 1997 through the ROTC after serving as an enlisted airman. He
served for several years as an Airfield Operations Officer before becoming one of the first Air
Liaison Officers as part of “Raptor 01,” the first TACP class to include 13Ls.
Tech. Sgt. Israel Del Toro, a Tactical Air Control Party instructor at Joint Base San Antonio-
Lackland, said he had known Gray for 12 years, and was an instructor when Gray went through
TACP school as an officer. Even though Gray had been through it before, Del Toro joked with
him while he was training with the younger airmen, saying “you better keep up, dude.”
“He liked to joke around, he was a joker,” Del Toro said. “He was very good for his buddies.”
His peers and friends said everyone who served with Gray respected him. It was a respect that
did not just come from the bars or oak leaves he wore, but from his actions and words.
“Once he became an officer, he realized his job was to lead guys into battle,” Bickel said. “He
was very confident, and he led by example, and the guys loved him.”
Gray was one of the highest-ranking ALOs in the Air Force, and his comrades looked forward to
him being a leader in the new career field.
“I'd follow him into a firefight, because I know he'd never lead us wrong,” Bickel said.

BIENNIAL GEEIA-MDA-EI 
WORLD WIDE REUNION

3-6 October, 2013, at the Hotel Biltmore, Oklahoma City, OK.

Contact Jim Street at streetjames@att.net or Darrell Getchell at

304teamchief@geeia.net or 406 W. Curtis Dr. Midwest City, OK 73110-3006

for specific information about this reunion.
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TREASURERS REPORT
(as of June 30, 2012)
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More Names for the Class picture on page 18 of the
November 2012 Communicator

HANK...
I hope I can help clear the mystery of one of the photos on page 18 of 
the November 2012 issue. Specifically, the class photo at the bottom right. 
It showed me and my classmates from Airborne Electronic Equipment 
Maintenance school at Keesler AFB, Biloxi , MS in 1956.

I am in the top row on the extreme left with the Barracks Chief "rope" 
on my left shoulder. Alex McEwan is on the opposite end of that same 
row and Jack Keenan is to my immediate left. Ray Ballard is in the 2nd 
row immediately in front of me and Rich Reitano is 2nd from the left in 
the first row. I think Rene Fredette is 4th from the left in the middle 
row. My memory won't help me jog the names of the other guys at the moment.

In the wisdom of the Air Force I graduated from this course and was sent 
to Detachment 3 (Wheelus AB, Tripoli, Libya) of the 1884th AACS I&M 
Squadron (Bordeaux, France) along with Alex McEwan and Rich Reitano 
where we installed ground ATC and Communications equipment throughout 
the Middle East and Southern Europe.

I hope this helps.
Best Regards, John Hansen, Hobe  Sound, FL
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Chanel & Technical Control Training Course
2045th AACS Gp, Andrews AFB, MD - February 1960

Submitted by Ralph Stiles
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My 2 year tour with a '16 Boston Whaler
Charles Christian

Embassy Muscat had a Dauntless model that was for the use of
the embassy personal for pleasure and  the great fishing nearby.
We had it stored at the local yacht club with a great sandy beach,
club house with bar,  diner food,  roofed picnic tables,  and tables
and chairs on the veranda out front overlooking the private beach.
I  had the control of the boat and the three membership passes
which were kept by the USMC guard at Post 1 in the lobby of  the
embassy.  They had a log book and also a waiting list to maintain.
After a day use of the pass you had to turn it back in to the Marine
the next morning. Once an Army Major took a pass and thought he
would just keep it for awhile.  As I was not military, and he had no
connection with me other then the communications we furnished
his office, I  contacted him via office memo and told  him he was
to turn that pass in immediately back to Post 1. (I think I sent a CC
copy of it to the Ambassador).  Do not remember the Major ever
speaking to me again.

The boat was great in heavy seas and it was very controllable
with a 100 HP Mercury outboard ( 6 HP backup engine). It was
used close to shore up or down the coast with the south being the preferred direction for some
unpopulated scenery of barren mountains, rocky islands, and a very nice deserted, sandy beach
that was protected by a close-in rocky islet with narrow passage on  one side to keep the small
bay protected from wind and waves. Just behind the beach was a  deserted native mud village
from hundreds of years ago for exploring. It was always the favorite picnic beach for everyone.
One of the 10 TDY communicators (all of them outranked me) I had during my tour (I was 6
months acting Communication Programs Officer) and I checked the boat out  for an outing down
the coast with some cold beer and snacks on a rare day off  that we both  had one week. We
went to that sheltered beach where we just hung around for awhile, drinking,  chatting, and
watching a group of other Europeans  swimming who had also boated down as  getting there by
vehicle was difficult.  Soon it was getting late in the afternoon and  a very strong  wind came up
making heavy seas  in the narrow gaps to the open water.  The others were so concerned that
they said they would stay until it blew over no matter how long it took rather then risk swamping
in the now violent ocean I knew the ability well of the Boston Whaler with that big engine. I felt
confident that  it would be a piece of cake to pass safely. I told my companion I was going to do
it and he turned almost white and asked me not to. As I was the captain I acknowledged his
concern and decided to go regardless. As I hit the violent waves and wind I gunned  the engine.
She went straight through with no hesitation or deviation from a straight shot out to sea. It was
as easy as I had thought. We then went back to the club where soon a driver with a wheeled
tractor brought our trailer. My friend had almost nothing to say during the time we went to my
apartment for our Happy Hour and where I quickly broke out some quality bourbon . He drank
almost half a fifth before I took him back to his hotel and still he had little to say to me. I guess
he was pretty upset about the experience and held me in some contempt. He soon left  town
and, as he was not writing my next ER, my only concern was having his displeasure. I never had
any contact with him during the rest of my time with the State Dept.  (I am sorry Fred!)
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HANK: 

When I was stationed at Ft Meyer in 1948 I was at the old WWII South Post. At that
time I never worked in the Pentagon but rather went to a teletype school. After
school I went to National Airport and worked in an AACS tape relay center. Then
in late 1948 we moved the National base to Andrews into the 1909 AACS Sq.
Wasn't much at the National base, Hqs ATC and Hq AACS. Once at Andrews ATC
became MATS, We made the National to Andrews move after SAC moved from
Andrews to Omaha. At that time Andrews was way out in the boondocks. Most of
us wasn't satisfied there and I volunteered for overseas and got Argentia,
Newfoundland. Newfoundland was good duty. The local natives there was very
nice folks. I was one of the first 25 AACS people that moved into Iceland in 1951
(TDY). At Argentia I was in the 1805th AACS Group with Al Lofchie. In 1951 I was
TDY to the Pentagon working on the Plan 51 switching system. And, in 1952 I was
back at the Pentagon TDY assisting with radio teletype operations. I did two tours
in the DC area. In 22 years I was at only two ZI bases; DC and Sewart AFB TN. I did
two 3-year tours at Hickam, 54 and 63. My unaccompanied 12 month remote tour
was 59-60 at Sidi Slimane, Morocco. Longest 10 years of my life!! Retired AF in
1969 and then worked another 22 years for the Postal Service. All my AF time was
in AACS/AFCS comm operations. When I started in 1948 we ran 55 WPM teletype
off-line encrypted and 22 years later we were running as much as 6400 WPM on-
line encrypted and error controlled, fully automatic relay with predetermined
routing. I haven't been able to attend the reunions due to my wife's health issues.
If and when her health is no longer an issue I plan to return. 

Regards, Ben Doyle, MSgt USAF Retired, Murfreesboro, TN
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The Air Force Enlisted Village (formerly the Air
Force Enlisted Widows Home Foundation),
was founded in 1967 after the Air Force
Sergeant's association conducted a survey

and found that over 50,000 widows of
enlisted men were living in poverty. A

group of active duty and retired Air Force
noncommissioned officers with the assistance of

former Air Force Chief of Staff General and Mrs. John D.
Ryan set about to correct this deficiency. Their goal was to
provide a home for surviving spouses of enlisted Air Force
members. The Foundation was incorporated in Washington,
D. C. in 1968 and granted federal tax-exempt status as a
nonprofit 501(C)(3) corporation in 1971. The Village was

recognized as an official Air Force charity in 1973. Support through the Air Force
Assistance Fund was granted that same year and those donations are earmarked
specifically for indigent widows.
The Village's primary mission is to offer housing and financial assistance to surviving
spouses of enlisted Air Force members. Those spouses with the greatest need have
priority. Low pay and frequent military moves leave some dependants without the
opportunity of careers, home equities, retirement plans or any significant assets.
Surviving spouses applying for long-term residence at Bob Hope or Teresa Villages
must be at least 55 years of age, have a valid identification card and must be able to
live independently. Those who can no longer safely live on their own are now able to
be at home in the Hawthorn House. Surviving spouse of enlisted members who
served in other branches of the military are admitted on a space-available basis, but
aren't eligible for financial assistance.
We also help active duty members as well. Temporary housing is available to spouses
of enlisted members who die or who are killed on active duty. Adult dependents -
typically parents of active duty members or their spouses - are eligible for perma-
nent housing on a space-available basis.
Housing is provided at two locations - Teresa Village in Fort Walton Beach, Fla., and
Bob Hope Village in nearby Shalimar and the Hawthorn House is located on the Bob
Hope Village campus. Both are only minutes from Eglin Air Force Base and Hurlburt
Field.
A 64-apartment assisted living facility - Hawthorn House - is a two-story facility, which
features all the amenities of a top-of-the-line complex. The residence sits on five
acres of land in the Bob Hope Village campus. The completion of this project has
enabled us to realize a dream - to provide assisted care to the members of our mili-
tary family who have given so much to our country.

Air Force Enlisted Widows Village

CMSAF (Ret)
James C. Binnicker
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Air Force Enlisted Widows Village

Ways to Give

People who share their hard earned resources with those less fortunate are the
backbone of our American society. We'd like to thank all those who have faithfully
supported and encouraged our efforts over the years to "Provide a Home.” Through the
vision and leadership of our CEO and President Jim Binnicker CMSAF #9, we have a
variety of ways you can contribute in an easy manner.

To make a donation over the phone or contact us
about the best way to give

call 1-800-258-1413 or email info@afev.us.

Donation Opportunities 
• Donate online with a credit card
• Brick Paver Program
• Leave a Lasting Legacy
• Workplace Giving
• Participate in events and fund raisers, or Manage one of your Own
• Unique Gift in the honor or memory of a loved one
• Donation to Air Force Assistance Fund
• Text2Donate

Any type of donation is greatly appreciated and if you
have any questions please call 1-800-258-1413 or email info@afev.us.

The Air Force Enlisted Village, Inc. (AFEV) is a 501( c )(3) organization. The Internal
Revenue Service recognizes contributions made to AFEV as tax deductible to the fullest

extent allowed by law. The Federal Tax Identification Number is 23-7078212. 

Give via the website at http://www.afev.us/WaystoGive.html
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37th AF Comm & ATC Association Convention
Holiday Inn Downtown, Knoxville, Tennessee

September 18 - 22, 2013
(Wednesday Early Check-In - Sunday Get-away Breakfast)

Hosts:
Hank Sauer & Bob Akard

Make Hotel Reservations NLT August 27, 2013
1-800-465-4329 - Reservation Code is: 

ATC
Hotel Phone number is: 865-522-2800

BOOK EARLY TO MAKE SURE YOU GET A ROOM AT GROUP RATES
OF $86.00 per-night - plus taxes.

Send your Registration and other forms to
Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830-7626    

No Later Than -------- September 2, 2013 

The AF Comm & ATC Hospitality Room is in the:
Dogwood & Mountain Laurel Rooms

2nd Floor (1 room is Overflow)  
and will be officially opened at Noon (or shortly thereafter)

on Wednesday, September 18TH, 2013.

All Banquet Seating will be assigned by Table (max of 8).  If you want to sit with
someone (or Couple), make sure they are coming. Email Hank at

DirAACS@comcast.net and we will try and make it happen.

PLEASE NOTE:  Checks for the Convention must be made
out to the “AF Comm & ATC Assoc 2013.”

INFORMATION AND FORMS FOLLOW
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Cost:  $35 Per Person -
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2013 Guest Speaker
Lt. General Michael Basla

SAF/CIO A6

Lt General Basla was unable to join us in San Antonio,
but has agreed to try again in 2013.

General Basla is a native of Syracuse, N.Y., graduating
from Bishop Grimes High School. He received his
commission in 1979 as a distinguished graduate of
Officer Training School. General Basla has served in five
operational communications units including commands
at detachment, squadron and group levels. He has
extensive joint experience including a tour as Director
for C4 Systems, Joint Task Force Southwest Asia in Saudi
Arabia where he delivered integrated network
operations in support of United Nations security
resolution enforcement against Iraq. He has served on
the staffs of the Joint Staff, U.S. Transportation
Command, Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Air Mobility
Command and Air Force Communications Command. In 2005, General Basla received
the Eugene M. Zuckert Award, which honors one general officer or senior executive
service member for outstanding management achievements by a Department of the
Air Force Manager. 

Prior to his current assignment, he has been the Vice Commander of the U.S. Air Force
Space Command, Peterson AFB, Colorado,  Vice Director for C4

Systems, Joint Staff, the Pentagon, Washington, D.C., where
he supported the Director of C4 Systems in supporting

the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff in carrying out
his duties as principal adviser to the President and
Secretary of Defense and developing and providing
guidance to the combatant commands on C4
systems and information capabilities as key enablers
of combat forces.
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2013 BOD Meeting
Meeting will be held in the Meeting Room on the 2nd Floor

37th Annual Board of Directors Meeting
Thursday, September 18, 2013

Noon-4 PM
Tentative Agenda

• Old Business
• New Business
• Board Member Reports
• 2013 Budget Review and Approval
• Income/Expense-12 Month Review
• Review and Approve Cost Reductions/Increases as appropriate.
• Donations Review
• 2014/2015 Convention Location/Host(s), if applicable.

• Award Nominations:
• AF Hall of Fame
• AACS Hall of Honor
• Life Achievement
• Thomas F. Buckley
•   Recruiting Award

• Subjects Presented by the BOD and/or Association Members

• A light meal is included for the Board of Directors. Noon - 1 PM

• Association members who are in the Hotel on Thursday are welcome to attend
the  meeting after 1 PM.  Please remember that when formal votes  are being held,
non-board members are asked to leave. 

•Board members are asked to be prepared on the subjects to be addressed
as discussions will be limited prior to actual votes.
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The 3rd Herd Story
Pg's 34-35-36, Nov 2012 Communicator

Dear Hank:
Reference the 3rd Herd story in the Nov 2012 issue.  The forerunner of this organization
began in May 1950. Approximately 1,000 personnel arrived at Tinker AFB, OK to form the
1850th AACS Mobile Communications Sq.  I was assigned to the AACS Sq at Thule AQB, Grnld
from Sep 51-52 & returned to the 1850th in Sep 52. Lt Col Walter Berg was the first
Commander. In December 1952 we became the 3rd AACS Mobile Communications Sq and at
that time the “3rd Herd” was born, not due to a Mascot Bull.  During the period 1950-1955 we
won all the sporting events at Tinker AFB including besting the base basketball team.  I left
the 3rd Herd in May 1955 and went to the 1938th AACS Sq at Ramey AFB, PR.  No disrespect
to the article, but the 1850th was the roots of the 3rd Herd & other future designation.  Just
want to clear up some minor discrepancies in the story.

Duke Snyder
CMSgt (ret)

Editors Note (Hank Sauer):
I was an original member of the 1860th AACS Mobile Communications Sq that was formed in
May 1951 at Munich Riem Airport, Munich, Germany.   In 1952 this unit was redesigned as the
2nd AACS Mobile Communications Sq and was based at Sembach AB Germany.   The 1st AACS
Mobile Communications Sq was also created and was based at times at Clark AB, PI and at
Tachikawa, AB, Japan.

Ham Report for June 2013
There is currently no “Ham Coordinator”
to coordinate activities.  If you want to

volunteer, contact Dough Donnell,
Executive Director.
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The Beginning of RETGO

The beginning of the Retired
General Officers (RETGO)

Conference, that is now called
the “Spring Update” was

created in January 1976 and
held in the Pentagon in what

was then the Command, Control
& Communications Directorate.

The old office symbol was
PRC. Brig. General (later Maj
Gen (ret)) Van C. Doubleday

suggested to Maj Gen Bob Edge
that they should invite some of

the retired General Officers
from the Communication
Community to talk about
current programs and get

feedback from the problems
they faced when on active duty.
***The rest is history***
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Dallas Amateur Radio Club

Are you a “ham?" Thinking about becoming an amateur radio operator? Join us on
the air for the Dallas Amateur Radio Club (“DARC”) weekly Veterans Net, “VetNet”.
Over 27,000 veterans are back in North Texas from service around the world. The
Dallas VA is helping 15,000 veterans. Many active-duty military, and reservists are
interested in communications technology. That is what enables hams to
communicate across the nation and the world. Amateur radio enables veterans to
make their voices heard, reach out to a vibrant community on the air, and find
new friends on the air. 
The DARC VetNet welcomes vets to participate on the air to meet and share
experiences, and to get announcements of area activities, job openings for vets,
and news for veterans and military members. Those who check in discuss what
they're reading or their take-away's from movies or news. VetNet ends with a roll
call of participants so veterans will know other DFW area vets who are amateur
radio operators. 
Ham radio offers many things of value - to our ears, our minds, our hands, our
understanding - to our friendships and social life. If you know a veteran who is
looking for a way to get involved, or looking for a hobby, we're looking for a way
to involve him or her. 
If you have 2-meter FM capability, join us every Wednesday at 19:00 local time on
the DARC repeater, 146.88 MHz with PL tone of 110.9 Hz, or join us via Echolink
using the W5FC-R station ID or Echolink node 37247. We want to hear you on the
air. If you don't have a license, you can listen in on the net via our live stream link,
www.n5kd.org/webcast. You can also reach us at w9ve@arrl.net or
ke5zcm@arrl.net.

Contact:

Katherine Hall, KE5ZCM
Education Officer & Vice President

Dallas Amateur Club
P.O. Box 744266
Dallas, TX  75374

Email: ke5zcm@sbcglobal.net
Telephone 972-317-6505
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LOOKING FOR HELP

AIR NAVIGATION & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROL IN GERMANY, 1945 and beyond
- A call for assistance to AACS ATC veterans -

The second world-war was over in 1945. The victorious powers began to settle in their occupation zones
in Germany and to establish their separate air navigation and air traffic services structures in fulfilling
their air transport demands.
The AACS units were the ones to set up the required ground/ground and air/ground communication sta-
tions, radio navigation aids, such as direction finders, radio ranges, beacons, control towers and airways
communication centres.

Looking back into air navigation history today, it becomes immediately apparent that most of these rules
and procedures stem from the times of air navigation ground support services development in the pre-
war years of the 1920's and 1930's. Leaders in this development mainly were the USA, the UK and
Germany. But in 1945 still national rules and procedures applied in the four occupation zones.  It,
therefore, was only logic that most of the national air navigation rules of these countries found their way
into the standards and procedures of ICAO in 1947; which became also applicable in the USAF in 1952.
Many of them had already seen international application by ICAO's predecessor ICAN in 1919 and other
international aviation organizations before WW II broke out.

After international standstill on procedures standardization during the war rapid development took
place in this field in applying new technologies, systems and procedures, with Germany not participating.
This resulted in an at least eight year long stagnation in Germany.  As a result it was up to the occupation
and then stationary forces to fill this gap in catering for their own flying needs and to provide corre-
sponding air traffic services to airlines of other countries then operating into and through Germany.  In
this respect USAFE (AACS) played the major role and acted as the initiator for the set-up of a german air
navigation administration, which became reality in 1953. Before then, all ATC units were operated by
AACS units and the Allied CAB. BFS, the new administration, solely relied on AACS equipment,
procedures and services. 

But ATC being an English speaking service and profession remained to be a strange world to the public.
In order to fill this gap in understanding, a documentation is being elaborated for the german national
library and universities of the air navigation development during the years of 1945 to 1956 in explaining
the role of the american and british activities, stations and services. In doing so I am searching for
specific USAFE documentation of these years to help me explain the more detailed development. These
documents are:

* The Army, Navy, Civil - Procedures for the Control of Air Traffic (ANC-PCAT) of 1948
* The 5th AACS Wing Manual 63-1 of 1947+ (Air Traffic Regulations Europe)
* The  USAF or USAFE AFM 60-0-1 of 1947+ (Air Traffic Regulations Europe)
* A USAFE pilot's radio navigation enroute chart for instrument navigation covering Germany

during the 1947 to 1951 period; i.e. not a RAFAC.
If anyone of the readers of the Communicator can help me in locating or providing any one of these
documents then please inform me by e-mail to "fischer@atc-ansa.org" or contact Hank Sauer, the editor. 

Frank W Fischer
Air Traffic Controller, 52 years in ATC
BFS, ICAO, US AACS + FAA licences
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What's New on the Web Site

Our web site now carries four historical documents that provide interesting reading for
our members, courtesy of the AFNIC History Office and retired Colonel Ken Reiff.  

Under the “History” tab, you'll find “From Flares to Satellites” - A History of Air Force
Communications; “AFCC:  An Illustrated History, 1938-1991”; “Window to the Future” -
AFCC Chronology, 1938-1988”; and “AFCC and the Aftermath of the Air Traffic Controllers
Strike, 1981-1983”.  

On each document's page, you have the options to click on  “Print” or view in
“Fullscreen”.   We don't recommend printing the documents because of their size.
Fullscreen will bring up an easy-to-read, scrolling document.  Click on “Exit Fullscreen”
to return to the web site.  

(Lori Manske, Web Site Manager, www.afcommatc.org)

Brewer, Robert (Past Executive Director 1987-1991)

Finnegan, John H.    McGinnis, Paul O.
James, Charles D.     McGowan, Charles
Gieger, Robert E.     McGraw, Clinton
Landress, John        Teel, William “Bill”
Lewis, Austin           Timmerman, Mary
Kohlberg. Ellen         Stewart, Joyce B.  

Walton, Bruce W.

Missed Roll Call
(Since the November 2012 Communicator)
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ABSTRACT A HISTORY
of the THE NAPLES DETACTMENT  “ARMY AIRWAYS COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE”

Capodichino Airfield, Italy, November 30, 1943 - March 15, 1947

The Army Airways Communications Service (AACS) was created by the Army Air Corps on November 15, 1938, the result of a proposal by Lt.
Henry H. (Hap) Arnold, destined to become Chief of the Air Corps and General of the Army. Its purpose was to operate Air Corps radio facilities
for the control of air traffic between Army Flying Fields in the Continental United States. 
The tremendous expansion of air operations in World War II required the AACS to extend its services to all corners of the globe. By the end of
the war over 700 detachments had been established creating a network providing a fast and reliable communications system connecting the
United States to all theatres of operation. 

This is the story of one of these detachments, the AACS Naples Detachment at Capodichino Airfield, Italy, the first AACS detachment on the
European mainland. Its story began in North Africa in late 1942, when the 18th AACS Squadron landed at Casablanca, French Morocco, later
establishing its headquarters at Algiers. Following the defeat of the German Army in North Africa and Sicily, the landing of US and British forces
in Italy and the liberation of Naples in late September 1943, an AACS presence on the Italian mainland became necessary. The first step was to
locate a team of eleven communications specialists and equipment at Capodichino airfield, located in a Naples suburb. The group, organized
from the Squadron's North African and Sicilian detachments, arrived there from Algiers on November 30, 1943 in three C-47's. 

The 18th Squadron's team was confronted with a challenging set of circumstances. Their generator equipment had been damaged on arrival;
the only space available for installation and operation of their equipment was in the airfield's heavily damaged headquarters building. Despite
these primitive conditions, the Naples detachment was operational by December 3.

As the Allied armies advanced north, the 18th Squadron continued to expand and, by early 1944, had established detachments at Bari and
Foggia on the Italian mainland and on the islands of Corsica and Sardinia. When combined with its existing detachments in Sicily and North
Africa, Squadron headquarters in Algiers found its command control and communications overextended. Consequently, the African Airways
Communications Area divided the 18th Squadron, creating the European Sector with headquarters in Naples. The new Sector was responsible
for the detachments at Palermo (8) and Catania (9) in Sicily, Naples (11), Bari (12) and Foggia( 16) in Italy, Cagliari (13) in Sardinia and Ajaccio
(14) and Borgo (17) in Corsica. 

During February and March 1944 the Naples detachment's capabilities were upgraded and expanded. The  Army Communications Service Plant
Engineering Agency (ACS-PEA) engineered and installed the additional communications equipment which allowed the detachment to provide
communications from the battlefront to various Air Force commands throughout the Mediterranean Theatre of Operations (MTO), to aid in the
extension of air transport into Italy and beyond, to provide navigational aids, aircraft control and weather information and to coordinate with
the Mediterranean Allied Air Force (MAAF) headquarters at Caserta, Italy. Support of tactical air operations by the 12th and 15th Air Forces was
limited to liaison projects.   

The Naples detachment became the largest and most important AACS detachment in the MTO. The detachment's headquarters, point to point
and air to ground radio operations, teletype equipment and cryptography machines were located in an existing multi-story building near the
main entrance to the airfield. The building also provided housing and recreational facilities. The detachment's remote facilities included the
control tower and radio transmitters station, located on the west side of the runway at the north end of the field; the radio receivers station and
the radio range navigational aid were located off the field. Diesel generators provided the primary source of power for the headquarters build-
ing and the remote facilities. The Italian commercial system provided a limited backup source.

The Naples detachment as a unit of the 18th Squadron's European Sector was short lived. On May 15, 1944, the world wide AACS organization
was reorganized into Wings, Groups and Squadrons. The 18th Squadron European Sector became the 58th Group and remained in Naples. Its
higher headquarters was the 2nd Wing located in Casablanca. The 58th Group included two squadrons, the 116th and the 117th, but only the
116th was activated on May 15. The Naples detachment was assigned to the 116th Squadron. The detachment's roster included four officers, a
warrant officer and 91 enlisted men. By the end of 1944, the detachment numbered eight officers and 129 enlisted men; the unit designation
had been changed to Detachment 155. 
Detachment personnel included radio and teletype operators and mechanics, cryptographers, control tower operators, diesel and automotive
mechanics and clerks. Radio operations were conducted by voice or coded carrier wave (CW) procedures in sending and receiving air to
ground and point to point messages. Teletype messaging was in code using land lines connecting 58th Group headquarters and its detachments.
Cryptographic operations were located in a separate secure room and used  machine cypher (SIGABA), board cypher (strip) and RAF movement
(code) systems in coding and decoding messages. Radio mechanics staffed the detachment's remote transmitters, receivers and radio range
stations. Aircraft arrivals and departures were controlled by voice or light gun instruction. 
. 
One of the Naples detachments early assignments was to assist in an air assault to eliminate the Luftwaffe, cripple Germany's weapon produc-
tion and destroy the transportation network and oil fields in the conquered areas of eastern Europe. The assault was based on a shuttle system
allowing 8th Air Force and RAF bombers from England to attack targets in eastern Germany and then fly on to Russia. There, these planes would
be refueled and rearmed and fly to bases in southern Italy, bombing enemy targets in Austria, the Balkans and southern Germany. From Italy, the
Allied bombers would reverse the route. The 15th Air Force would operate from Italy to Russia to England and then reverse their route. The plan
included a triangular radio navigational - weather data network to guide the bombers to their targets and bases in England, Russia and Italy.
The corners of the network were AACS detachments at Widewing near London, at Naples and at Poltava, north of Moscow. The shuttle system
did not deliver the desired results and was cancelled in late 1944.  Throughout 1944 and into 1945, the Naples detachment handled an increas-
ing volume of messages connecting the battlefront with the MAAF headquarters at Caserta and higher AACS headquarters in Naples, Casablanca
and Asheville. The major increase in the detachment's operations occurred when the Air Transport Command's (ATC) Capodichino facility
became a major transshipment hub for cargo and passenger operations in the MTO. As a result the detachment's capabilities continued to
evolve. Four radio teletype channels, twelve point to point frequencies and three air to ground channels were in operation. The air to ground
operating position had been improved and the aircraft distress frequency was being monitored on a 24 hour basis. Two new generators were
installed at the headquarters building.  
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In August, the first radio teletype equipment was placed on line, connecting Naples and Algiers, and, in December, new type teleprinters were
installed on the Foggia circuit. To accommodate an increase in radio teletype transmissions to France, a rhombic antenna array was installed at
the remote transmitters station. Receiving antenna at the remote receivers station were replaced to provide optimum reception. The detach-
ment's experience with both landline and radio teletype equipment set the pattern for detachment operations throughout the 58th Group.

The surrender of Nazi Germany on May 8, 1945 led to major reductions in the size, composition and capability of the US Army Air Corps in the
MTO. The MAAF was dissolved on July 31, its functions taken over by a new command, the Army Air Forces in the MTO. This command was dis-
continued on October 1, 1945 and its activities placed under a new command, the United States Air Forces in Europe. with headquarters located
in Wiesbaden, Germany. 
The 58th Group was transferred from the 2nd Wing at Casablanca to the 5th Wing in Wiesbaden on June 1, 1945. The Naples detachment was
redesignated Detachment 605, remaining a part of the 116th Squadron. The locations of Group and Squadron headquarters were unchanged.
The changeover to the new command structure had minimum impact on the volume of ATC passenger and cargo traffic through Capodichino and
the Naples detachment experienced little change in its operations.

In mid August 1945 the Air Corps implemented its post war demobilization policy, giving first priority to the discharge of its most experienced
and expert men, continuing until March 1946 when men with two years service were scheduled for discharge. The loss of the more experienced
and expert men compromised the effectiveness of every Air Corps unit, none more so than in the Naples detachment. 

The exodus of experienced personnel continued into June as the remainder of the experienced staff reached the two year service level and were
returned to the States for discharge. Their replacements had arrived in February 1946 and were scheduled for discharge in the fall. Although
trained in AACS technical disciplines they lacked practical experience. 

The number of personnel who arrived at Capodichino between September 1945 and June 1946 were never sufficient to offset the departure of
the more experienced men. By mid June 1946 there were only 27 men on the detachment's permanent roster, which in September 1944 had num-
bered nearly 170 officers and men.  It was a critical situation. 

In addition to the continuing loss of its more experienced men, the detachment faced other challenges. The most significant was the lack of sta-
bility in the Detachment's post war leadership. Between June 1945 and October 1946 there were thirteen different commanding officers, the
majority serving only one month. There were also equipment problems. The replacement of all types of communications equipment, from vacu-
um tubes to teletype machines to diesel generators had become a serious problem. Detachment personnel devised many unique and imagina-
tive repairs to worn out equipment or, when all else failed,  turned to the old army procurement method of scrounging or requisitioning from
unofficial sources.  

That the Detachment was able to continue to operate successfully during the post war period was a testament to the diligence and dedication of
the young replacements in maintaining and upholding the unit's tradition of providing timely and reliable communications for its many users.
Throughout 1946, the US Army Air Corps had been in a constant state of change, extending from major commands to the smallest unit, including
the Naples detachment. In February 1946, the Rome, Athens, Vienna and Marseille (Istres) detachments were designated the 58th Group's major
communications centers. The Naples detachment, once the aristocrat of the 58th Group, and those at Pisa and Foggia were relegated to a lesser
responsibility and included with the facilities to be sold at a later date to the Italian government through the Foreign Liquidation Commission. It
was the beginning of the end for the Naples detachment.  

The 116th Squadron was relocated from Naples to Vienna on June 6, 1946 and the Naples and Foggia detachments reassigned to the 117th
Squadron. Naples was designated Detachment 725 and Foggia 724. The Naples remote receivers station was closed and radio teletype opera-
tions discontinued. Point to point transmitters were reduced from twelve to three. The hourly broadcast of the latest Capodichino weather con-
tinued and the radio range, control tower, teletype landlines and air to ground operations remained in operation.

Even with a reduced capability, the detachment continued to provide reliable communications services to the ATC passenger and cargo opera-
tions at Capodichino. In July, the demand for communications services increased when the European Air Transport Service (EATS) established its
headquarters and operational and maintenance facilities at Capodichino for its Mediterranean operations. utilizing the crews and C-47's of the
305th Troop Carrier Squadron. 

On September 11, 1946 the command designation of the Naples detachment was changed again, from ACS (Air Communication Service) back to
AACS (Airways and Air Communication Service). The Detachment's numerical designation was not changed. At the same time, the men who had
arrived as replacements in February began to depart for the States and discharge. Their replacements were three year Regular Army enlistees,
increasing the detachments strength to 70 men. 

By the end of 1946, negotiations were well underway for signing the Peace Treaty with Italy, scheduled for February 10, 1947. The Treaty required
that “all armed forces of the Allies and Associated Powers be withdrawn from Italy as soon as possible and in any case not later than 90 days
from the coming into force the present Treaty.”  
Well in advance of Treaty requirements, the Naples detachment, together with the 117th AACS Squadron's detachments at Rome Ciampino, Pisa,
Poretta, Foggia and Madrid, were deactivated on March 15, 1947. Total strength of the Squadron at the time was 19 officers and 128 enlisted
men, slightly more than the strength of the Naples detachment at the end of 1944. The Air and Airways Communications Service mission in Italy
had ended and the AACS Naples Detachment at Capodichino airfield, like many of the United States Army Air Corps' World War II units, large and
small, heralded and obscure, each faithful to its mission, had passed into the “wild blue yonder.” 

John R. Hildebrand, Sgt., NCOIC, Remote Transmitters, Summer, 1946 

February 14, 2014
The Detachment History also includes a list of Detachment Commanding Officers, a 1943 map and description of the Capodichino
airfield and a bibliography. 
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wcassatt@centurytel.net



PX/BX ITEMS
See PX/BX ORDER form on page 60 for prices, sizes and colors.

The AF Comm & ATC Wind Shirt is not shown, but it's the same as the AACS WS with a new patch.  

New Challenge Coin AACS PIN

AFComm/ATC HAT AFCommATC SHIRT AF CommATC SHIRT

Deluxe Patch Original Patch Command Patch

T-SHIRT                              

AF Comm & ATC Items

Blue Shirt                White Shirt                    Windshirts              NEW JACKET (W/Zipper)
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Mission Statement

To foster continued awareness of the Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control missions previously
accomplished by AACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, other past & current Major Air Commands. To
provide a forum for educational and humanitarian services, to renew & make new friendships and to

exchange ideas of common interest concerning people and activities associated with Communications &
Air Traffic Control.  To fully support the goals and missions of the U.S. Air Force and to honor each year the

ATC Enlisted Manager and Communications/Information Professionals of the year as selected by the Air
Force.  Make charitable contributions to worthy veteran organizations or related causes.  Of significant
importance is to manage our Association to be a viable Association for those Officers/Airman/Civilians

serving today.

The Beginning

The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Association meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio
in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “Emeritus” Larry Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as
a result of a conversation with “Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.
Some of the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal, Ken Klise,
Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson,

Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.
This initial  group established the high standards that continues to drive the AF Communicators & Air Traffic
Controllers Association and we owe them and all the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion, a

great big  “Thank You”.

AF COMMUNICATORS & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association - 1977 - 2008)

1977 - 1978 Hack Neal (BGen)
1979 - 1980 Bob Dickerson (Col)
1981 - 1982 Joe Beler (Col)
1983 - 1984 Don Donnell (Col)
1985 - 1986 Wally Bailey (Col)
1987 - 1991 Bob Brewer (Col)
1992 - 1993 Cal Venable (Col)
1994 - 1997 Jasper Vaughn (Col)
1998 - 2001 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye (Lt Col)
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2008 - 2011 Stan Phillips (SSgt)
2012 - Doug Donnell (Col)

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”
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“CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL TO SEE
THE DATE and/or YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE”

It's the number before your first name. The Year  ”13” depicts an expiration date of December 31,
2013.  You must renew by 1 April 2014 to receive the JUNE 2014 Communicator. Send dues to Walt

McLain 4514 Haverty Drive, Knoxville, TN 37931  •  Make check to AF Comm ATC Assn

QUESTION:  Who or what are we? The AF Communicators &
Air Traffic Controllers Association.

ANSWER:  An Association that is comprised of approximately 2,000 members
who began their service in the Army Air Corps and/or the Signal Corps before
WWII and who served in the first dedicated communications element to provide
communications and air traffic control as its primary mission and members who
have served since then in any communications or air traffic control unit,
including those serving today.  This new Army Air Corps organization was formed
in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways Communications System” (AACS).
During WWII, it was renamed the  “Air Communications Service” (ACS) and
placed under the then “Air Transport Command” and within months was renamed
once again as the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS). In 1961,
AACS was elevated to a Major Air Command and renamed “Air Force
Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to Air Force
Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990's the Air Force was
undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of functions and AFCC was
downsized and renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, Communications &
Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was renamed the “Air Force
Communications Agency” (AFCA).  Also in the early 1990's, the Air Force created
the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency” (AFFSA), and reassigned air traffic
control responsibilities to this new Agency and to the Major Air Commands.  In
2009, AFCA was renamed the “Air Force Network Integration Center” (AFNIC) and
placed under the AF Space Command along with the newly created 24th Air
Force (for Cyber functions). Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association
was formed (1977) the membership criteria changed from individuals who only
served in AACS units, to include all communicators/information/cyber/air traffic
control, maintenance and support  skills regardless of what Major or Joint
Command an individual served in, including today's active duty personnel. All
Honors & awards still reside with AFNIC.

The motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, but
the glue that holds us all together through the different decades.  The
Association is comprised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers,
which includes many General Officers, both active and retired.


