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AACS PAGE OF HONOR
UNITED STATES AIR FORCE

COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION HALL OF FAME

Foundation Setters

Brig. General Billy Mitchell, General Edwin W. Rawlings, Lt. General Harold W. Grant,
*Lt. General Lee Paschall, Maj. General Harold M. McClelland, Maj. General Robert Sadler

Class of 1999 Class of 2000 Class of 2001
* Lt. General Lee M. Paschall Lt. General Winston D. Powers *Lt. General James S. Cassity

Maj. General  Robert Edge *Lt. General Robert H. Ludwig
*Brig. General Ivan L. Farman *CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer

*Colonel Glenn Giddings

Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004
*Lt. General  Richard Klocko General Robert T. Herres *Lt General John S. Fairfield

Lt. General Gordon Gould Lt .General Gordon A Blake Maj. General John Paul Hyde
Maj. General Paul Stoney Maj. General Daniel C. Doubleday

*Maj. General Jack B. Robbins
*Brig .General Haskell E. “Hack” Neal

Class of 2005 Class of 2006
*Lt. General Albert Edmonds Maj. General Francis L. Ankenbrandt

*Lt General Carl O’Berry Maj. General John B. Bestic
*Mr. Tom Yium *Maj. General Rupert H. Burris

*Colonel Derrel L. Dempsey
*CMSgt William Bethea

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HALL OF HONOR

Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004
*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer*Colonel Robert M. Brewer *Larry Camp * Colonel Garland B

Hilton
*MSgt. Joseph J. Duffy *Maj. General Gerald L. Prather
*Mr. Thomas S. Snyder

Class of 2005 Class of 2006
*Lt. General Harry Raduege *Colonel Derrel Dempsey 

* Colonel David Kovach * CMSgt Walt McLain
*Chaplain (Colonel) P.C. Brown

*CMSgt William Bethea
* Rocco Sansone

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004
*Colonel Ted V. Carlson *Colonel Bernard U. Glettler *Claire B. Lofchie * Major C.B. Maginnis

*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer * John A. Milano * Mrs. Nancy Donnell
*Lt. General Lee Paschall

* Maj. General Gerald L. Prather
* CMSgt Jim VanDyne

Class of 2005 Class of 2006
*Lt. Colonel Richard W. Frye “Smitty” McClellan

*George Villa *Shirley Beauchum
*Mary Lou Brewer

THOMAS F. BUCKLEY AACS SERVICE AWARD
Class of 2003 Class of 2004 Class of 2005 Class of 2006

*Monika Buckley *James J. Duffy *Richard Gillis * Robert Akard
* Was or is a member of the AACS Alumni Association (15 of the 27 incumbents in the Air Force Communications / Information

Hall of Fame are AACS Alumni Association Members).
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Air Force Communications/Information Hall of Fame
Inductions – Class of 2006

Andrews AFB, Maryland, May 10, 2006

Three more AACS Alumni Members inducted into the AF Hall of Fame
“Brig. General Burris, Colonel Dempsey & CMSgt Bethea”

Air Force Communications/Information Hall of Fame
Inductions – Class of 2006

Andrews AFB, Maryland, May 10, 2006

Three more AACS Alumni Members inducted into the AF Hall of Fame
“Brig. General Burris, Colonel Dempsey & CMSgt Bethea”
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FROM THE DESK OF THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

The Board of Directors continue to review our long term financial trends and possible courses of actions if
additional funds are needed.  There was a committee report by Bob Akard, the Chair of the Fiscal
Management and Budget Policy Committee and the overall status is in the Minutes of the Board of
Directors Minutes in this issue of the AACS Communicator. The thrust of his report to the Board of

Directors was to provide an overall review of the “State of Financial Health of the Association”.  However, it is evident
that in the out-years, some hard decisions will have to be made, just based on membership numbers. 

Of some concern to me as the current Executive Director, and other Board Members, is the growing loss of our pre-
WWII, WWII and Korean Veterans and the increasing number of Life Members.  We are getting close to 50% of our
membership being Life Members, which has a significant impact on our annual revenue stream.

We currently have approximately 2300 members, with a little over 1,000 being Life Members.  This leaves approximately
1200 members who are paying annual dues over a number of different years.  Based on 400 members dues expiring each
year and the premise that all will submit dues for the following two years, we can plan on an income stream of approxi-
mately $8,000.  The income stream of $8,000 is less than half of what our annual expenses have been and are not enough
to continue to run the Alumni Association as we have in the past.  Past statistics shows that only 60% of the members
whose dues are expiring, renew their dues (due to death, illness, etc).  Some loss of income is made up by new members,
but recent trends show losses are growing faster than we can recruit new members.

There are a number of actions we can take to offset the loss of revenue and not change the quality of service to our mem-
bers.  The following actions are very general in nature and are not listed in any specific order of precedence or that any or
all of them will be needed and/or implemented.  They are areas that all our members must be aware of,  that the Board of
Directors will consider them, and at some time in the future, take the actions necessary, if needed, for us to remain a
viable and solid Alumni Association:

• Raise the Life Membership dues.
• Raise the annual dues.
• Recruit more members.
• Reduce the AACS Communicator to an Annual Publication and/or reduce the number of pages in each issue.
• Solicit donations. . 
• Implement some or all of the above (when and if appropriate).

This is not a doom and gloom situation.  But an honest picture of the decisions that this and future Board of Directors
will have to wrestle with if we are to continue to remain in a sound financial situation. The BOD has approved a member
donation solicitation to be announced in the June 2007 issue of the AACS Communicator.  For the first time in our his-
tory, we will be asking members to make a taxable deduction to the Alumni Association.  We will, as other non-profits
have done, ask for donations of whatever our members can afford; $25, $50, $75, $100 or other.  These donations will
provide the financial support/funds needed to plan for the eventful major loss of our WWII and Korean War Veteran
members.  The raising of dues will then be pushed way out in the out-years and we can continue to be a viable and effec-
tive association for years to come.

Hank Sauer
Executive Director

“Membership Donations”

The AACS Alumni Association Members who have made donations to the
AACS Donation Fund since the June 2006 issue of the AACS Communicator will

be listed in the June 2007 AACS Communicator.
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES
Sept. 28, 2006 Covington, KY 

Executive Director Hank Sauer opened the Sept. 28, 2006 AACS-AA Board meeting for business. All Board members were present.

Hank announced his executive privilege under By-Laws Article VI, section one to reduce the Board positions from nine to seven, and
to be announced in the November 2006 Communicator. This reduction will be accomplished by the elimination of the Director-
USAF Liaison and the Director of Publicity whose duties will be absorbed by other Board members. His purpose was to make the
Board commensurate with an organization our size. The full Board approved this step.

Old Business: Hank moved the minutes of the 2005 Board meeting in Overland Park, KS as printed in the November 2005
Communicator be approved. The motion was seconded and carried. 

Hank requested Bob Akard to report on the mail voting for the proposed amendment to our By-Laws governing Board position nom-
inees to first be given to the Nominating Committee. Bob reported 10 yea and no nay votes.  

The next issue for the annual Board was to approve the standard benevolent donations totaling $2,900 going to four agencies. Also, E.
D. Sauer reminded us of our electronic vote approving the absorption of Board members’ hotel room costs through the current
reunion costs. This will continue as is authorized under By-laws Article IV, section 2. The Board was then poled by position to report
any conduct or recommendations pertaining to that position. Elaborations were from:

Membership Director Maginnis explained the details of our aging demographics and the dues structure creating income, all of which
will be presented at the general membership Meeting Saturday morning, Sept, 30th.  The problem facing our future continues to be
attrition of the most senior members and inadequate flow of new members. We are averaging 11 new members monthly coming
mostly from our web-site, and with 30% paying lifetime membership. Mac asked for any general member who might assume mem-
bership directorship to please contact him to consider an apprenticeship, subject to the Nominating Committee and the full Board’s
approval. He has family illness issues that are reducing his time to spend on this responsibility. 

Vice Director Stan Phillips reported on his research for a convention site for 2008. He was given Board support to make attend a
FAM trip to Jacksonville, FL in November 2006. He also mentioned three other thoughts that will be explored and reported. 

Director of Publicity Dan Morabito reported his ad insertions in veteran’s publications about our reunions and offering membership
to eligible. 

Treasurer Ray Sharpless detailed his current banking activity and customer satisfaction with Bank of Belton in his hometown. Also, an
inventory and product line was reviewed for popularity and inventory balance.

Executive Secretary Bob Akard, also serving as Chair of the Fiscal Management/Audit Committee, report an interim and spontaneous
limited audit of Board members’ expense activity. No exceptions were found. He also presented a four year analysis of our cash assets
which revealed a steady cash and CD balance. Our balances for this period have only fluctuated by two to three thousand dollars ,
when factoring back the $5,000 we donated the  Katrina fund through the AF Relief Fund for Keesler AFB enlisted families. 

E D Hank Sauer spoke of his tenure as E D, and his Board support with many accomplishments to benefit the Association. He con-
firmed his intentions from 2005 to serve only two years, and then support Stan Phillips to be elected into his position. He would then
request of the new E D to reappoint him officially to the Board as the Editor/Publisher. Hank gave figures on his success to find ven-
dor of quality who have reduced his Communicator publishing costs. 

Annual budget estimates sent to the E D in June were reviewed with the group for opportunities to change and for approval. Our
hopes are to exceed Maginnis’ estimate of $11,600 from dues is our best help toward avoiding a deficit of $5,550. Our expenses have
been scrutinized to the bare bone. An earlier release to the Board by E D Sauer contained several subjects that could be considered for
avoiding future deficits. Each was discussed but tabled until next year, or until our cash assets diminish to a level of concern. Presently,
and based upon our last four year history, we have no reason to act.

The Board approved our slate of candidates for re-election to the Board, those being Dan Morabito, Gen. Prather, and Bill Bethea.
Also confirmed was the nomination of CMSgt. Walter McLain for AACS-AA nomination for election into the AF Communication
Information Hall of Fame. Col. Derrrel Dempsey and Chief Walter McLain will be inducted into our own Hall of Honor. Also
approved were three grand dames of our association’s history for Life Achievement Awards, they being Smitty McClellan, Mary Lou
Brewer and Shirley Beachum.   

Bob Akard speaking on behalf of Hank and himself explained our option as Convention hosts to award recognitions in the form of
$100 checks and certificates of accomplishment to the Comm/Info Professional Of The Year and the Air Traffic Controller Of The
year. The Board agreed to perpetuate these awards each year. E. D. Sauer called for an adjournment until our September 2007 conven-
tion in Las Vegas, which followed with motion and agreement. With special respect to our members, Bob Akard, Executive Secretary.     



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 20067

MEMBERSHIP BUSINESS MEETING
Sept. 30, 2006 Covington, KY

Executive Director Hank Sauer brought our membership’s 30th annual meeting to order. He then called upon Gil Kania to offer inspi-
rational thoughts. Gil held a minute of silence for each member to meditate in his or her own manner. Hank then gave special recog-
nition to Eileen Kania and Barbara Morabito for their hard industrious effort and successes in selling tickets for our 50/50 drawing. 

Hank then asked Membership Director Maginnis for a membership report. Mac appealed for members not having done so, to please
execute the member’s USAF profile form and return it to him to help us comply with laws governing tax free military organizations.
He gave a demographic profile of our current membership, emphasizing our roster losses due to aging members. We dropped 200
members last year, and our dues structure suggests a few more than that this year from our 2,350 active at this time. He discouraged
delinquent dues payments. 

Treasurer Ray Sharpless followed with a report of his past year’s duties. The planned systematic movement of our cash assets from Armed
Forces Bank to Belton Bank in Belton, MO is about complete. Our average CD rates are now nationally competitive as they cycle for
renewal. Ray as BX manager gave an analysis of our volume of sales and popular inventory items. He also gave support to our program
to give from the inventory a free ball cap to each first time reunion attendee. 

Hank asked Bob Akard to present his program. Bob called for and received motions to approve the minutes of the 2005 Business
Meeting in Overland Park, KS as published in the Nov. 2005 Communicator. A motion followed for those present to approve the
change in our By-Laws to have nominees for any Board position to be channeled first to the Nominating Committee. There being no
discussion, the proposal passed. Next was the introduction of the 2007 Convention to be held in Las Vegas at the Circus-Circus Hotel
on weekdays starting Tuesday, Sept.25, 2007 and concluding Friday the 28th at favorable weekday rates of  $65. Bob introduced the
three men present who will be a team hosting this reunion. The primary host is Chris Miller   who is assisted by Bill Mosley and Andy
Agan.  As Chair of the Fiscal Management and Audit Committee, Bob gave a state of our financial condition report for the past four
years. It was explained to all the need to have enough cash assets to cover the total cost of a newly contracted convention, which usually
averages in the mid forty thousands. With this understood, and coupled with the semi-annual Communicator publications, we are car-
rying the needed cash assets. For the past four years this total has been stable, with 2003 being $70,138 and 2006 being $66,549. Keep
in mind our $5,000 contribution for Katrina relief for enlisted men’s families at Keesler AFB giver to the AF Relief Fund. As chair of
this committee, and working with the ingenuity of Treasurer Sharpless, we have witnessed an increased ratio of CD’s to total cash assets
from 54% to 82%. Bob reported an interim and spontaneous audit of select Board members’ expenses and found no exceptions to our
Fiscal management and Audit Manual. 

Hank Sauer reiterated the continuity of  programs, stability of leadership, and purposes of camaraderie still existing since the founding
of AACS-AA in 1977. He feels the management and membership participation will continue to keep us strong for the future. 

At this point all first time attendees were summoned to the front to receive their complimentary ball cap from Ray Sharlesses BX
stock. Roaring  applause followed showing our warm welcome to them.

The Nominating Committee was then asked to present for membership confirmation the re-election of Stan Phillips, Bill Bethea and
Gen, Prather to their respective Board positions. Those members present approved. 

Hank introduced our invited guest, Col. Bill Malec, Chief Of Airspace and Airfield Ops Division, Headquarters Air Mobility
Command, to give us an update of Air Traffic Control in today’s USAF. His visual and verbal explanations were informative and appre-
ciated.

Our traditional memorial service for those members or spouses missing roll call the past year was conducted by Gen. Prather and
assisted by Mac Maginnis. Each name was read just following a brief service by Gen. Prather. Our Sgt. At Arms, Bill Bethea, presented
the bugle TAPs. 

E. D. Sauer concluded the 2006 AACS-AA Business Meeting with adjournment until September 2007 in Las Vegas. 

With special respects to our members, Bob Akard, Executive Secretary 
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New Members

Dave Moore our new “AACS Membership Facilitator” is pictured
below presenting “AACS Hats” to two Little Rock AFB, AR, Air
Traffic Controllers.  Dave has signed up over 9 new members 

In the past few months and hopes to sign up more during 
The Air Base Open House in November....  

Dave is setting up a table at the Open House and will display the
AACS Alumni Association Book we published in 2004.  He will have

copies of our AACS Communicators and our Tri-Fold Recruiting
Brochure.  He has visited the base Communicators  and Air Traffic
Controllers and briefed them on our Alumni Association and what

it will mean to them later in the lives.

You can also do things like that.
Contact Mac Maginnis for more information.



MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR’S REPORT (NOVEMBER 2006)

As of this writing the Association has 2327 members however 620 of those members have a Dues expiration date
of 31 Dec 2006.  I will be sending out reminders to those members to renew their memberships.  So check your
Address labels on your newsletters and if you see 06 get your check in the mail to me to renew your member-
ship.

We are constantly striving to recruit new members into the Association with ads in every Military publication that we know of
not only looking for former and active Communicators but also including our Reunion dates each year.  The bottom line is that
you our present members are still our best recruiters.  So get the word out to that old buddy or young son or grandson about the
Association.  We need your help.  We are seeing a slight increase in younger members signing up however we have a long ways
to go. 

Again another plea to keep me informed when you make a move.  Put the AACS Alumni Association on that “Change of
address Card” list.  We don’t want you to miss any Newsletter issues or the new Membership roster when it is printed.. 

We are still searching for volunteers for various Board of Director and various Committee positions.  Your BOD positions need
back up volunteers in the event of unforeseen emergencies.  (We aren’t getting any younger)  If you are interested please contact
me or our Executive Director for information.

The Covington reunion was a huge success and I believe was enjoyed by everyone.  Don’t forget to mark your calendar for the
reunion in Las Vegas next September. Details will be announced shortly in the Communicator and also on the web site.

Hope to see you all in Vegas.

C.B. Mac Maginnis
Membership Director

FROM THE TREASURER

The Organization’s monetary position continues to be maintained on a sound basis.  The
Financial and Budget committee report reflected that for the past 4 years, due to good
management and reduction of expenses, our funds have been stable (including the year we
donated $5,000 to the Hurricane Relief drive). 

Copies of our annual financial report can be obtained by contacting me at 113 Airway Lane, Belton, MO
64012, 816-331-7174 or email raysharplss@kc.rr.com

Ray Sharpless
Treasurer
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BOARD OF DIRECTOR CHANGES

As the Executive Director and as authorized under our Constitution and By-Laws, I have dissolved the Board of Director posi-
tions for the “Director for Publicity” and “Director for USAF Liaison”.   This change has been coordinated with the AACS
Alumni Associations Executive Committee. The nine board member positions were reviewed in the interest of streamlining the
number of positions, reducing the amount of coordination required and eliminating a top heavy organizational structure.  The
tasks that were performed by these positions will be absorbed by the 7 remaining Board of Director positions as extra duties.  

The past years of service by Dan Morabito and General Prather have been exemplary and their dedicated service is
much appreciated.

Hank Sauer
Executive Director
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CHAPLAIN’S CORNER
This man is fortunate who can get for himself 

praise and good will;
very difficult it is when a man lays claim

to what’s in another’s heart.

That man is fortunate who, in himself,
keeps his reputation and wits while he lives;

for men have often received bad advice
from another’s heart.

The Poetic edda
6th century!

MISSED ROLL CALL
Since the June 2006

AACS Communicator

Acks, George W.
Bethea, Mrs William L. “Bette”
Bjorkman, Earle G.
Eager, Lawrence D.
Forman, Wallace R.
Gordon, Mrs. E.C. “ Mary Louise”
Hahn, William S.

Henderson (McCracken) Jacquelen
Ingram, C.M.
Koch, John
Miccolo, Michael C. 
Monian, Robert K.
Sell, William R.
Spodnewski, Walter G.

Arlington National Cemetery

Rest easy, sleep well my brothers,
Know the line was held,

your job is done.

Rest easy, sleep well,
Others have taken up where you fell,

the line has held.

Peace, peace and farewell....



HAM NEWS

George Reeves (note George has a new email address:  WD4BMG@charter.net) 

To all AACS Hams:

The twenty meter band propagation has not improved very much and contacts of the Net are few
and far between.  The Only station that I can hear with any regularity has been Larry Arcement
(W5CQE).  Ed Evans has moved and does not his station set up yet.  Yancy Cecil (KD4WG) has
been under the weather and has not been able to check in lately.
We had (according to the partial list of attendees) about 14 or 15 AACS Hams at the 30th AACS
Convention/Reunion in Covington, Kentucky.  I did get to meet several, including Bob McDow
(W4KOG), Ben Doyle (K4SVC) AND Jim Joska (N6CNJ).  We were able to get a station on the
air.  I brought a Kenwood TS-440-S that has a build in antenna tuner and a wire antenna.  The antenna was actually twenty meter
dipole with one leg cut off.  As usual, the conditions were not good, but we were able to check into the net by contacting Larry
(W5CQE). The Ham Room we had was very nice, and just around the corner
from the main hospitality room.  We had plenty of room and a balcony from
which we were able to throw out our antenna. I will not be going to the con-
vention/reunion in Las Vegas next year, but hopefully a good number of our
West Coast AACS Hams will be there.

George Reeves (WD4BMG)
AACS Ham Coordinator
WD4BMG@charter.net

EDITOR/PUBLISHER/WEB SITE REPORT
THE COST OF THE JUNE 2006 AACS COMMUNICATOR

Printing (3,000 copies)..................................................................$3,354.00
Layout/Conversion………………………………………………........550.00
Bulk Mail charges (2,661 mailed)……………………………….......734.52         
Overseas/Media Mail……………………………………..……….......84.95                                     ____________________________________________________________
TOTAL:          $4,723.59     

NOTE:  Monthly reports for the AACS Editors Bank Account are submitted to the AACS Treasurer.
Account Balances on hand after publication and mailing of the June 2006 AACS Communicator:
Editors Bank Account:    $ 183.41   -    PO Bulk Mail Account:  $ 191.18
The AACS Web Costs are paid on an annual basis and $359 was reported in the June 2006 AACS Communicator for costs incurred in CY 2005.

Changing to our new Magazine Publisher resulted in a savings of $138 for the June 2006 AACS Communicator.  They not
only print the names and addresses on the back cover as part of the printing process, but they now include the Post Office
Bar Code information, which resulted in this savings.  

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STORIES AND PHOTOS COMING.
THEY ARE WHAT MAKE THE COMMUNICATOR “OUR” PUBLICATION.

Hank Sauer
AACS Editor/Publisher & Web Site Manager
KEEP YOUR MAILING ADDRESS CURRENT
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AACS MILITARY CAREER OF WALTER GREENE, RA 14267078 

Start in Alaska - Pvt. Greene enlisted in the Army Air Corp August 27, 1947 at Smyrna Army Base, Tennessee.  After Basic training
at San Antonio Pvt. Greene was transferred to Lowry Field for clerk typist school.  Upon graduation I was assigned to the 59th
AACS Group in Anchorage, Alaska from April 1948 - Sept 1948.  A photo of that entire group is posted on the web.  While in
Alaska I joined Special Services and traveled TDY to Nome,  Ladd Field, Port Whitter, Marks AFB, Ft Richardson,  Kodiak and a
few other sites.  As property manager for the play „Arsenic and Old Lace‰ I also played the role of  Mr. Witherspoon.  The 59th
changed to 1804th Hq 1804th AACS Gp Anchorage Alaska in Sept 1948 when the USAF was established.   I was sent TDY by
AACS to Adak, Cold Bay, Thornbrough AFB, Cape AFB and Davis AFB. 

From Alaska to the Pentagon - I was transferred to the 1908th AACS Sq Washington, DC (Pentagon)  in Jan 1950  and in Nov
1950 the 1908 AACS Sq was changed to the 1061st Comm Sq.  While in the Pentagon, AACS switched from torn tape teletype to
continuous tape and I was one of the team that traveled TDY to Maxwell AFB Ala, Dayton OH, Carswell AFB TX & McClellan AFB
CA to implement standardize switching operations.  These were the major communication centers in the USA for the USAF.  The
Pentagon call sign was JEP.   

From the Pentagon to Germany - In August 1951 I was transferred to Germany on the U.S.N.S. Gen. W. C. Langfitt.  At that time I
had 38 months Foreign Service credit while returning servicemen were being sent back to the USA <from WW II> if they had 36
months of Foreign Service.  I was assigned to the 25th Comm Sq Wiesbaden, Germany (USAFE) from Aug 1951 until Feb 1952.
During that period  I got TDY to Munich & Neubiberg/Ramersdorf for temporary housing for my wife and daughter.  

In Feb 1952, the 25th Comm Sq (USAFE) became the 54th Comm Sq (USAFE) until September 1953.  During that time I was sent
TDY to Munich to the Siemens & Halske company with 1st lt. Ross to approve the switching TTY equipment for Kaiserslautern.  In
September 1953 the 25th Comm Sq was designated the 2005th AACS Sq Wiesbaden, Germany (USAFE)  and in Oct 1953 the
2005th AACS Sq moved to Kaiserslautern, Germany.   I was the last TTY Station Chief at Wiesbaden and the First TTY Station Chief
at Kaiserlaughen.   I was assigned to the 2005th until December 1953 when I was transferred to the 1807th AACS Wg in
Furstenfeldbruck.   I lived in Wessling before base housing.  During my tour of duty with the 1807th AACS Wg  I was sent TDY to
The 1815th AACS Gp in Rabat, French Morocco and to the 1975th AACS Sq at Sidi Slimane AB, Fr. Moc, for coordination activi-
ties on the AIRCOMNET. 

The Wing moved in November 1955 and since I was scheduled to rotate back to the USA in Dec, so the last 30 days were in the
1282nd  AACS Sq in  Furstenfeldbruck, Germany; which operated the control tower where the bad guys killed the Olympic ath-
letics a few years later.  Interesting note: I was only assigned to five different AACS outfits (but nine different organizational unit
numbers). 

While in Europe I also got leave to Amsterdam, London, Salzburg, Innsbruck & Vienna, Austria, Venice, Rome & Naples, Italy and
Zurich, Switzerland; among others.  My Son Donald Michael was born in Furstenfeldbruck, Germany.  I finished my 48 month
European tour in 51 months.  Enjoyed every minute!! 

I entered OCS in January 1956 as a T/Sgt and stayed on active duty in AC&W squadrons until 1961, when I was switched to SAC
and the Minuteman Missile Program until I retired on September 1, 1967. 

WA0WEO is my amateur Radio call sign but I've been off air for a few years now. 

Walter E. Greene, 2201 Point West Drive Edinburg, Texas 78539, (956) 381-8485 

PFC GREENE
1804 AACS GP

SEPT. 1948

CAPT. GREENE
RETIRED IN 1967

SEPT. 2003
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*****NOTICE TO ALL VETERANS****
(Second Notice)

The National Personnel Records Center (NPRC) has provided the following website for veter-
ans to gain access to their DD-214 and other records, On-Line: http://vetrecs.archives.gov/

This will be helpful when a Veteran needs a copy of his/her DD Form 214.  The Requester will
be asked to supply all the information essential for the NPRC to process the request. The sys-

tem will speed up the request and receipt of the military records you may need.

Submitted to the AACS Communicator by Jim Joyce.

“ USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER”

As previously announced, the AACS Alumni Associations Membership Roster is on the Web
Site (www.aacsalumni.com)  in PDF a format ONLY.  To DOWNLOAD the roster you need to
know the following (NOTE: YOU CAN ONLY DOWNLOAD):

User Name: aacsalumni (all lower case letters)
Password: m299kl7 (all lower case letters.  Note that the next to last digit in the password is
the lower case “L”, NOT the number “1”)

REMEMBER TO PROTECT THE USER NAME AND PASSWORD
AND DENY ACCESS TO  UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL

Please note that to download a PDF FORMAT and you will need Adobe Reader to download it
to your computer.  If you do not have Adobe Reader, there is a link to Adobe.com so you can
download a free copy.  We felt that we can allow more members to download the membership
roster using the PDF format as it is the “de-facto” internet standard and that the Adobe
Reader program can be downloaded free.  

READ AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING.
(Remember to RIGHT Click to get the “SAVE TO Menu”)

Suggest before you start, you FIRST create a folder on your hard drive and name it “AACS
Roster”.  When you are inputting the downloading instructions, name the file “AACS Roster”
and then download to the AACS Roster folder you have created…this way, each time you
download the roster, it will ask you if you want to replace the existing file….the answer is
YES.. this will save disk space and only store the current roster on your computer.

YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO VIEW THE ROSTER.
THE ROSTER MUST BE DOWNLOADED TO A COMPUTER.  

(WEBTV users should check with their internet provider
to see if they can download)

If you have any problems contact Hank Sauer at DirAACS@comcast.net
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*****CORRECTION*****

The Board member delivering Newspapers on page 47 of the June 2006
AACS Communicator is “Bill Bethea”.  Sorry that the answer to the question

was not on page 68 as promised !!

Dear Hank:

As usual, a great job on the current issue of the Communicator.  I also like the idea of awards to the enlist-
ed guys.  Offsets all that stuff about generals that is no longer of interest to me.  I also liked that idea of
backups and replacements for the worker bees of the organization.  Lots of organizations are losing mem-
bership as the old guys die out and are actively trying to recruit new members. The picture of the D/F shack
on page 55 brought home memories.  That was the equipment we used in the Mediterranean D/F net.  I went
from England to Italy in 1945 to work on this system.  I helped set up the equipment at Champino in Rome
and then operated the same equipment at Elmas in Sardina when I was sent there. D/F was based on a cath-
ode ray tube rather than sound nulls the way the D/F equipment we used in England. The equipment in
England was British I believe.  If you remember, it was in England that I almost killed Capt Max
Mankofski.....he almost didn’t make that “Poker Game” in London.
Sid Kaufman
116th & 132nd AACS Sq’s
Editors Note:  Sid’s reference to the “Poker Game” was a story in a previous issue of the AACS
Newsletter/Communicator that showed WWII AACS Officers having their monthly poker game in London.
Larry Camp, the AACS Alumni Founder, who began the search for other members of the AACS “gang” in
England in 1976, found lots of them.  He invited them to Columbus for a “Poker Game” in 1977 and the
AACS Alumni Association was born.  Sid, you will have to tell us about “almost killing Capt Max Manfofski”
in the next issue.
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“THE ACTIVE DUTY AIR FORCE PAGE”
“Background”

All active duty Officers, Airmen, NCO’s and Civilians serving in a Communications/Information or
Air Traffic Control Unit in today’s Air Force are eligible to join this Great Alumni Association.  Our

mission is to ensure the perpetuity of the AACS Alumni Association and to make sure that in the next 20-30 year time frame
there is a viable AACS Alumni Association for you to join. 

We current and past members who have “missed roll call”, have been blessed with seeing old friends each year from our active
duty days.  We also get the opportunity each year to forge new and meaningful and lasting friendships with “those who have
been there and did that”.   Each year we have mini get-togethers of  members who served before WWII, during WWII,
Berlin Airlift, the Korean Conflict, Vietnam, the Gulf War, Bosnia and even our current actions in Iraq and Afghanistan.  

As you know, we have obtained senior Air Force leadership approval to send you copies of the AACS Communicator and we
hope that you have enjoyed reading and seeing photos from our members of times long gone.  We continue to solicit your
stories and photos of today’s communicators, information specialists and air traffic controllers.  Our members/readers do
want to hear from you.  

During our 30th Annual AACS Alumni Association Convention/Reunion in September 2006, we presented our first annual
award (a ceramic eagle, certificate and saving bond) to the outstanding Air Traffic Controller and to the outstanding
Communications/Information Professional of the Year.  Senior Airman, Joshua A. Matias of the 375th OSS, Scott AFB,
Illinois was selected as the Air Traffic Controller of the Year and SSgt Jacob Flores, Hq AFMC, Wright-Patterson AFB, Ohio
was selected as the Communications/Information Professional of the Year.  These Airman were selected by the Air Force
Flight Standards Agency and the Air Force Communications Agency, using standard Air Force evaluation criteria. These
Awards were presented to these outstanding airmen by Hank Sauer, AACS Executive Director, Lt. General Michael Peterson,
Chief, Warfighting Integration and Chief Information Officer, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force and by Colonel
William Malec, Air Mobility Command, Scott AFB, Illinois.  MSgt Steve Gabel accepted for Airman Matias who was on
deployment to Iraq and of course not available to attend this years Banquet.

The AACS Alumni Association welcomes all our new Air Force active duty “readers” and hopes that you will enjoy our offi-
cial publication and take part in this great Alumni Association, who continues to maintain a close relationship with our active
duty brethren.   It has been our custom for many years that if our annual convention/reunion is being held in a city close to
an Air Force Base, we invite as our guests for the Banquet, members of the local communications and air traffic control units.
At many of these Banquets, it is not unusual for our older members to tell the “young Officers, NCO’s and Airmen”, sitting
with us, that they should look around, as in 40 to 50 years, they will be trading places with us.  It is our custom to have the
Air Force Flight Standards Agency (AFFSA) provide a “State of Air Force Air Traffic Control” presentation and the Senior Air
Staff Communications/Information Leadership to provide a “State of Air Force Communications/Information” presentation,
In addition, the Air Force Communications Agency (AFCA) History Office provides historical displays at our
conventions/reunions to depict significant events in our Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control History.

Stories and photos for “The AACS Communicator” should be forwarded to:
Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or email DirAACS@Comcast.net ( phone: 865-482-3013),

NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1st  AND OCTOBER 1st of each year.  

Questions about membership or about our Association should be addressed to:
Mac Maginnis, 6032 S. Bell, Tacoma, WA 98408, C.Maginnis@Comcast.net, 253-474-8128

or call 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free
Visit the AACS Web Site:   www.aacsalumni.com  

“Fellowship in the Company of Equals” 
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2006 GENERAL & MRS JEROME O’MALLEY AWARD

Major General William & Mrs. Cynthia Lord have been selected as the winners of the 2006 Award.  The
award recognizes the Wing Commander and Spouse team whose contributions to the Nation, the Air
Force and the local Community best exemplify the highest ideals and positive leadership of a Military
couple serving in a Key Air Force Position.  General Lord served as the Commander, 81st Training Wing,
Keesler AFB, Mississippi, during the Katrina Hurricane.  Both General and Mrs. Lord led the monumental
disaster response and rebuilding effort on a base that sustained one billion dollars in damage.  The
presentation ceremony will be conducted by the Chief of Staff, USAF, later this year.
There is not enough room in this issue of the AACS Communicator to tell the whole story of the actions
they both took and the hours they spent in looking after others.  This prestigious award recognizes their
great efforts and accomplishments.

IT’S A SMALL WORLD
By:  Hank Sauer

In July of this year, I was visiting Lawrence Berkley
National Laboratory doing some work for the U.S. Dept
of Energy.  The Lab Security Manager is a retired Marine
Colonel and when he found out I was an “Air Force” type
(Had my AACS Hat on, of course), he began telling me
about his Step-Daughter and how proud he was of her
service.  He then mentioned that she was an Air Traffic
Controller and had just returned from a deployment in

Iraq back to Ramstein AFB, Germany.  I emailed her
(SSgt Caroline Parker) and told her some things about

our Alumni Association.  In my email, I mentioned that if
she “should just happen to run in to Col Matthews and/or

Gen Hobbins” to say hi for me as they are both Life Members of the AACS Alumni Association.  Caroline
answered by email and attached a photo of her and Gen Hobbins taken in Iraq when the General was

visiting.  She also told me that they had lunch together.  If Caroline does become an AACS Alumni
Member, guess we should give credit to General Hobbins.  “IT IS A SMALL WORLD.”

P.S. She also met Chief Billy Sheridan in Iraq who is Gene Sheridan’s nephew.

Senior AF Communications/Information Leadership Assignments

The Air Force announced that Major General John Maluda, an AACS Alumni Association Life Member has been
reassigned FROM:  Director, Communications, Hq Air Combat Command, Langley AFB, VA, TO: Vice Commander,

Eight Air Force, Air Combat Command, Barksdale AFB, LA.

Brig General (S) Gregory L. Brundidge, has been reassigned FROM: Deputy Director, Operational Support
Modernization, Warfighting Integration and Chief Information Officer, Office of the Secretary of the Air Force,

Pentagon, Washington, DC, TO:  Director, Communications, Hq Air Combat Command, Langley AFB, VA.
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“Help Preserve the Legacy of the Air Force Enlisted Corps”

The Air Force Enlisted Heritage Research Institute (AFERHI), 550 McDonald St, Maxwell AFB-
Gunter Annex, AL 36114-3107, web site http://afehri.maxwell.af.mil is trying to preserve the and
protect the legacy of the enlisted corps and is seeking assistance from all current and former
Air Force members.  One of the current projects they are working on is the origination of the Air
Force Specialty Codes (AFSCs).  When the Air Force separated from the Army Air Corps in 1947,
we brought over our Military Occupational Specialties (MOS).  The MOSs stayed until 1950 when
they were transitioned into AFSCs.  Since that time, the AFSCs have grown, split and merged to
create stronger fields.  The AFERHI wants to capture our “Enlisted Family Tree” and catalog this
information so they have a better understanding of how our career fields have contributed to
Air Power.  They need our history of our AFSCs.  Specifically, they are looking for information on:

*  Where did your AFSC originate?  Was it transferred from an Army Air Corps MOS?
*  Can you provide an AFSC job description, generic for all skill levels?

*  Has your AFSC merged from or into other AFSCs? If so, when, why and which AFSCs?
*  Has your AFSC made a significant contribution to a major campaign, operation or 

war?
*  Are there any individuals of note from your AFSC (i.e. heroes, Air Force firsts, etc ?)
*  Do you know how many individuals have been assigned to your AFSC? Specifically 

during the transition of the Air Force in 1947 and current strength?
*  Do you have any supporting documents or high quality photographs of individuals 

time within your AFSC?  If so, would you be willing to donate these items or provide
scanned copies to the AFERHI?

They will accept your responses in any format and you are free to provide as much information
as possible.  “Information is Power”.
Please ensure that NO CLASSIFIED INFORMATION IS provided.  Questions can be emailed to
AFERHI at:  AFSC.Research@maxwell.af.mil 

AACS Alumni Members have answered the call on other “missing” information to the
Communications History Office and Archives at Scott AFB, Illinois many times over the years and
this is another request for you to dig into your old files and jog your memory banks and help
with this research project.
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“LOOKING FOR”

*  Tom Ringo is seeking information on his grandfather, Pvt Johnny E. Ringo, USAAF,
and the 139th AACS Sq.  Following radio operator/mechanic and teletype mechanic
schools, he arrived in the Philippines aboard the USS Joseph T. Dickman on 17 Sep 1945.  After a few
bouts with Malaria, he boarded the USS Comstock in late 1945 in Manila and sailed for Japan.  He was
assigned in the Tokyo area until 24 Feb 1946, when he had enough points and returned to the US for
discharge.  Looking for specific unit detachments he might have been in and anyone who may have
known him.

You can contact Tom at tringo@stx.rr.com or 7842 Van Zandt Dr, Corpus Christi, TX 78413.

*  Mary Boyle, at mistydew@pennswoods.net is looking for information on anyone who may have
known CHARLES E. HARRIS.  Mary knows that he went to a communication school at Scott in 1950 and
then went to Germany.  Charles can’t recall much more than he was in the 1st Radio Relay Sq at
Landsberg.  He can remember buddies by the name of Harvey Firestone III, Charles Snyder and
George Atkinson.  If you can help shed light on the location of his friends or if  you knew him, please
notify Mary if you have email or contact her at Mrs. Mary Boyle, 16 Locust St, Cumberland, MD 21502.

*  Brenda Hale, 56juneebug@earthlink.net  or 1205 Wingfield Rd, Memphis, TN 38122 is looking for any
information on her Dad, SSgt Joseph (Joe) Sparrell Hale.  His photo and a group photo of him and oth-
ers from the  73rd AACS, West Palm Beach, Florida, taken June 19, 1944 are printed elsewhere in this
issue of the AACS Communicator.  Based on some stories by an Aunt, Joe may have been a
“Cryptographer”.  Anyone who may be able to help Brenda find out about her Dad will be most welcome.

* Mel Owens of13381 Magolia  #175. Corona, CA 92879, email:  blackieww2@charter.net or call 951-734-
2911, is looking for one of the old right sleeve patches worn by AACS troops up 1948.   It was the tri-
angle patch of a tower with 4 lightening bolts coming off the top of the tower.  There is a photo of this
patch on page 51 of the November 2005 AACS Communicator.  Mel is trying to restore his Class “A”
uniform that he wore in 1947-1948 and needs this patch to complete his project.  If you have one or
know where Mel can get one, please contact him.   

*  Edward Richwalski (MSgt, USAF-Ret), who held 30451, 30371 and 30491 Radio Maintenance AFSC’s
between 1949 and 1970 is seeking  others in the Radio Maintenance Fields and Nav-Aids maintenance
fields to form an Electronic Technician Group to exchange stories and ideas.  He was an instructor at
Keesler AFB and was involved in radio, nav-aids and comm centers.  Edward served in Taiwan, Japan,
Newfoundland, Korea and stateside assignments in Illinois, Missouri and California.  ANYONE INTERESTED
in forming a technicians group should contact Edward at erich27@cox.net or call him at 405-773-8369.

*  HELP NEEDED FROM OLD TIMERS:.. The AACS Alumni Association is planning to honor the outstand-
ing accomplishments of Col Jess Guthrie, now deceased, of the work he did in the Burma (over the
hump) Airlift, the Berlin Airlift  and other assignments.  The AFCA History Office at Scott has dug up
some information, but I am looking for input from our members who may have served with him during
his career.  He was one of our outstanding AACS leaders and we need to recognize him.  Please con-
tact Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830, 865-482-3013 or email:
DirAACS@comcast.net .  All information will be helpful.



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200621

“STAKE YOUR CLAIM” 

This column is published for “claims” by Alumni members who think they are the “first”, “hold
a record” or the “only” person to have achieved or performed something that no other mem-
ber has.  Can you top or refute any of the claims already previously published ?????  If so,
send them to Hank Sauer, Editor/Publisher, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or email
to: DirAACS@comcast.net  

Because of our page limitation for our Newsletters, all claims except those published in the
last Newsletter have been removed.   Challenges to claims previously published will be
included in the current Newsletter under the section “Challenges to Claims”.

A.  CLAIM PUBLISHED IN THE 2005 AACS COMMUNICATOR: (The Stake your Claim Column was
not published in the June 2006 AACS Communicator due to an oversight).

1.  Harold W. Krouth, Maj, USAF-Ret, 9681 S.W. Old Highway 47, Gaston, Oregon 97119, hal-
sal@iglide.net, claims to be the first tower operator to work at an airport where there were
two control towers, one for the military and one for the commercial aircraft.  This was a
Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho in 1940.   I was the Chief Operator and when AACS came I
remained as the Chief for awhile.  At this time, SSgt C.W. Gordon was a 1st Lt and commander
of the 1st Comm Sq at McCellan Field, in Sacramento, California.

B.  NEW CLAIMS: Bill Mosley, wmmosley2@cox.net, 310 E. Rancho Drive, Henderson, NV 89105-
8123, claims that he served 24 years, two months and one day in the USAF, all in AFCS and
AFCC.  He enlisted on 31 Aug 65 as a 5-Level SSgt and retired as a CMSgt on 1 Nov 89.  His
claim is that he was never a 3 level, never took Air Force Basic training and was never in the
Air Training Command.  In addition he did not attend any school and was never an airman.
As an afterthought, Bill was a SENIOR NCO for 18 of his 24 years, two months and one day for
a percentage of 74.48.
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SOME TRUAX FIELD MEMORIES OF
ROBERT E. BUSH OF RICHLAND, WASHINGTON

Bob sent these photo’s taken from the Truax “Beam” in 1944 and the “Radio Post” weekly, pub-
lished by Wisconsin State Journal in Madison WI. Bob got married in the Base Chapel by

Chaplain McKay and Capt Floyd Koontz, his CO, gave the Bride away.
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Dear Hank:

I wanted to add a few lines to George Hunsaker’s
letter.  Our connecting with each other after all
these years is just another example of the benefit
of being an AACS Alumni member.  Well done,
Folks!

My AAF/AACS schooling included 1) Radio
Operator training in an All-Services school in
Omaha, Nebraska and 2) Radio Operator-
Direction
Finding Operation training at Scott Field.

Spent 16 months with the 78th AAFBU-AACS at
Sheppard Field and Langley Field.  While at
Sheppard,  I was assigned to a 14 man team
tasked to set up and operate a radio station in
Italy.  Prior to our departure, the mission was
scrubbed when the first atomic bomb was
dropped.  I finished my 38 months of active duty
as the NCOIC of the 78th Medical Liaison Dept at
Sheppard and, later at Langley.

Joe Agronick
7300 Via Collado
Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90275-4424
Email: j-dagronick@cox.net

P.S. George and I would be delighted to hear
from any former members of the 78th AAFBU-
AACS.

Dear Hank:

The picture of Major Forbes in a prior issue of the
AACS Communicator and my letter to you, which
you published brought a response from Joe
Agronick.  After all these years I have been able to
communicate with someone who was in the 78th at
the same time I was.  We never met, but we were
at Shepard and Langley Fields together.  We both
stayed in the Shellbank area at Langley, no doubt
ate together at the mess hall and perhaps had a
few elbow to elbow at the NCO Club. We have both
had interesting careers, married and have success-
ful children, now enjoying life as we “approach
middle age”.  Its a real joy to exchange email with
Joe – each one is like Christmas morning!

One more thought on Major Forbes:  He was
always putting up though provoking posters, like
“Speed is essential, but accuracy is paramount” or
“Observe (with the picture of an eye), Think (with a
picture of a light bulb), Decide (showing a picture
of a balance scale) and Act (just some horizontal
wavy lines as though someone hurriedly left the
scene).

73
George Hunsaker
6908 Isleta Blvd, SW
Albuquerque, NM 87105-7047
Email: hunsaker78@aol.com

The 78 in my email address relate to my initials GH,
which are the 7th & 8th letters of the alphabet.  At
the Tonkawa Radio School, my laundry number
was 78.  I was in the 78th AACS and as a Sgt, made
$78 per month.
have proved him wrong.
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Memories of Munich Riem Airport
1949-1952

Most of us who were stationed at Munich Riem Airport consider it our best and most memorable
assignment.
During the 1949-1952 time frame, we had approximately 225-250 personnel stationed at Riems.
The majority of the personnel were in the age group of 18-22 and we thought of ourselves as
“really something”.  With Munich Riems being the major commercial airport for Munich, we had
“no guns, no gates and no guards”...The terminal & the administration buildings must have had 10
or more ways to get in and out.  You can bet that there were lots of comings and goings around
the clock.  On a more serious note, we did run the Southern Germany Air Route Traffic Control
Center, a Weather Switch Central and a flight check operation.
The Units assigned to Munich Riems during this period were the 1812th AACS Group, 1972nd
AACS Sq and the 1860th AACS Mobile Comm Sq (the forerunner to the 2nd Mob).
The following photos are dedicated to the many AACS Alumni Members who were stationed or
spent some TDY time at “Riems”.
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Memories of Munich Riems Continued...
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WHAT YOU’ALL MISSED AT THE 
30TH AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATIONS

CONVENTION/REUNION
At

THE RADISSON/CINCINNATI RIVERFRONT HOTEL
COVINGTON, KENTUCKY

SEPTEMBER 28-OCTOBER 1, 2006.

WE HAD CLOSE TO 300 MEMBERS & GUESTS
ATTEND THIS GREAT REUNION.

MAKE PLANS TO COME TO LAS VEGAS 

CIRCUS-CIRCUS HOTEL & CASINO

SEPTEMBER 24-28, 2007

(Monday – Friday are the New Days for this Convention)



2006 AACS HONORS
(ANNOUNCED AT COVINGTON, KENTUCKY. SEPTEMBER  30, 2006)

AACS HALL OF HONOR

The AACS Alumni Association honored the following individuals for their

outstanding support to the AACS Alumni Association and for their superior

performance and contributions to the Air Force. 

Colonel Derrel Dempsey

(AF Hall of Fame – Class of 2006)

Chief Master Sergeant Walt McLain (USAF-Ret)

(AACS Nominee for the AF Hall of Fame – Class of 2007)

AACS Life Achievement Award

“Smitty” McClellan

Shirley Beachum

Mary Lou Brewer

AACS “Thomas F. Buckley Service Award

Robert “Bob” Akard

Annual Recruiting Award

Jack Edwards (3rd Award)

AACS Air Traffic Controller of the Year 

SrA Joshua A. Matias (Air Mobility Command)                      

AACS Communications/Information Professional of the Year

SSgt Jacob Flores (Hq Air Force Material Command)
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Plan now for the 2007th AACS

Convention/Reunion

At the Circus-Circus in Las Vegas,

September 24-28th

(Monday thru Friday), 2007.

Plan now for the 2007th AACS

Convention/Reunion

At the Circus-Circus in Las Vegas,

September 24-28th

(Monday thru Friday), 2007.
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Lest We Forget?
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Some
“OLD MEMORIES”
of Stan Phillips’
Air Force Days

in Alaska
(1952-1954)

Some
“OLD MEMORIES”
of Stan Phillips’
Air Force Days

in Alaska
(1952-1954)
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Do you understand what the flag
draped coffin really means ?

The following is how to understand the flag
laid upon a coffin and how it is surrendered

to so may survivors of a veteran’s family.

Do you understand what the flag
draped coffin really means ?

The following is how to understand the flag
laid upon a coffin and how it is surrendered

to so may survivors of a veteran’s family.
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REGISTERED ATTENDEE LIST – COVINGTON, KENTUCKY
SEPTEMBER 28 – OCTOBER 1, 2006

DOMAIN, FRANK HAMM, LESTER
DOMAIN, PAT HARPER, ROBERT

AAGESEN, ED DOMAIN, MALCOLM HARPER, BRENDA
AAGESEN, MARY DONNELL, DOUGLAS HEARN, JOHN
AGAN, ANDY DONNELL, NANCY HEARN, MARGARET
AKARD, BOB DOUBLEDAY, VAN HEBNER, ROBERT
AKARD, TRAUTCHEN DOUBLEDAY, ELIZABETH HEBNER, ANN
ALDRIDGE, MELVIN DOYLE, BEN HENRY, BILL
ALDRIDGE, JOAN DOYLE, NELDA HENRY, SEARALLA
AUSTIN, DONALD DOYLE, CLAUDE HOUCK, WENDELL
BEECHER, BERT DOYLE, FLOSSIE HOUCK, LANA
BENNER, NOEL *DUFFY, JOSEPH HOWARD, RON
BENSON, SHERMAN *DUFFY, JAMES HOWARD, DELIA
BENSON, JOYCE DUMONT, ALVIN HOWELL, ROBERT
BERNESKI, FRED LANDOSKY, RODGER DAVIS, FRANCES
BERNESKI, BETTY LANDOSKY, VIRGINIA HUDSON, JACK
BERSBACH, JAMES DUNCAN, RICHARD HUDSON, VERENA
BERSBACH, SALLY DUNCAN, GERALDINE HUNT, JOHN
BETHEA, BILL DUNKIN, BEN HUNT, MILDRED
BJURSTROM, ROBERT DUNKIN, MARY ANN HUNTER, MICHAEL
BJURSTROM, SUE MARPLE, DICK JENSEN, OTTO
BLOODWORTH, RICHARD MARPLE, TAMMY JENSEN, INGE
BLOODWORTH, JOAN DUNN, MARK JOSKA, JAMES
BRAND, CHARLES EARL, GERALD JOSKA, NINA
BRAND, LIV EARL, ELIZABETH KANIA, GILBERT
BUCKLEY, MONIKA EASTLEYH, DOUG KANIA, EILEEN
BURG, JIM HOLLAND, ROSE KIRMES, VICTOR
CAMP, LARRY EDWARDS, JACK KLINE, DARWIN
CAMP'S, JIM KLINE, DONALD4,
COON, HARLEY ELWELL, REX KORYNTA, JAMES
CASSATT, WILLIAM ELWELL, MARGARET KORYNTA, MAI-LIN
CHAPMAN, WALTER ERNST, EMIL LANDRY, RUDOLPH
CHAPMAN, NANCY ERNST, CAROL LANDRY, VIRGINIA
CLARK, LEONARD FLAHERTY, JOHN LAWRENCE, ROBERT
CLARK, DORIS LIND, MARJ MUSKOVIN, ROBERT
CLAYPOOL, ROSWELL FLORES, JACOB LEE, AL
CLAYPOOL, JANIE FLORES, TIFFANY FORDE, TERRY
COLEMAN, JIMMY REID, LARRY LOFCHIE, CLAIRE
COLEMAN, SHIRLEY REID, SHERRY BAKER, GIGI
COOPER, HAROLD FRYE, RICHARD MACE, KARL
COOPER, RUTH FRYE, PAT MACE, CLARA
CORBIN, HAROLD GABEL, STEPHEN MAGINNIS, C.B.
CORBIN, GRACE GABEL, REBECA MALEC, BILL  COL
CROOM, LT. GENERAL GALLANT, NORM MARTIN, DELVIN
DABROW, KEN GALLANT, PHYLLIS MARTIN, JOAN
DAVENPORT, JOE GILES, JIM MCCONNELL, GEORGE
DAVENPORT, KWI GILES, LARRY MCONNELL, GWEN
DEBORD, WALLACE GILLIS, RICHARD MCCONNELL, STANLEY
DEBORD, ANN GIPSON, ERNIE MCCONNELL, PAT
DELGADO, FRANK EWISH, ELLIE MCCRACKEN, WILBUR
RIDLEN, DOROTHY GRIESSER, GERMAINE, MCCRACKEN
DEMPSEY, DERREL GUNN, DAVID MCDOW, ROBERT
DOERING, CHARLES GUNN, ELIZABETH MCLAIN, WALTER



MEISNER, GENE SEEL, IRA YATES, GENE
MEISNER, BARBARA SEEL, MARY ANN YATES, LEXI
METTE, CHARLES SHARPLESS, RAY ZIRKELBACH, RICHARD
METTE, MARILYN * SHARPLESS, SALLY
METTE, DAVID SHERIDAN, GENE * Had to cancel. 
MILLER, CHRISTOPHER SHERIDAN, IRENE
MILLER, MARCELLA SNYDER, BOB
MOORE, DAVID SNYDER, P.A.
MORABITO, DAN SONNENBERG, GERALD
MORABITO, BARBARA SONNENBERT, BEN
MORGAN, CHARLES SPENCE, BOB
MORGAN, PATSY SPENCE, MARTHA
MORRISON, LARRY SPIVEY, EMERSON
MOSLEY, WILLIAM SPIVEY, OLIVE
MYERS, WILLIAM "BILL" SRA MILLER, LEAH
NIEZGODA, JOSEPH MILLER, MR
NIEZGODA, BARBARA ANDERSON, SYLVIA
NOBREGA, KNOBBY DAVIS, YOLONDA
NUZUM, PAUL DAVIS, MR.
NUZUM, BETTY J. STARRY, KENNETH
O"GWYNN, SAM STEELE, ROBERT COL
O'GWYNN, JUDY *STEWART, WILLIAM
OWENS, RAYMOND *STEWART, DOREEN
OZMENT, CARL SWARTZ, HARIKD
OZMENT, LORETTA SWARTZ, CHRISTINE
PALAHUNICH, WILLIAM TAYLOR, CHUCK
PARRISH, BOB TAYLOR, BARBARA
PARRISH, ANNE TAYLOR, THOMAS
PASTORE, DONALD TAYLOR, CONNIE
PASTORE, VALERIE THEOBALD, ED
PENDERGRAFT, WILLIAM TURNER, RALPH
PENDERGRAFT, ILENE TWETD, SUSAN
PETERSON LTG, MICHAEL VAUGHN, JASPER
PHILLIPS, DAVID VENABLE, CAL
PHILLIPS, DERYL VENABLE, MARY
PHILLIPS, STAN VIGIL, MAX
PHILLIPS, JO-ANN VILLA, GEORGE
PICKERING, ROBERT *WALBORN, GEORGE
PICKERING, IRENE WERTZ, JONITA
PRATHER, GERALD MGEN WALLACE, JOHN
REEVES, GEORGE WALLACE, JULIE
REEVES, RUTH *WATSON, JOHN
REID, RICK *WATSON, CAROL
REID, MAGGIE WEBSTER, NEIL
ROMERO, SAN JUAN BLOCK, "RED"
ROMERO, KATHLEEN WILSON, RICHARD
RUTKOWSKI, EDWARD WILSON, WILMA
RUTKOWSKI, MILDRED WILTON, WILLIAM
SAGRAVES, UHL WILTON, JAMES
HART, IRMA WINTERS, RALPH
SARE, WILLIAM WPAFB HONOR GUARD, 
SAUER, RICHARD YATES, BILL
SAUER, CAROL YATES, CATHY
SCHUMAN, MAURICE HOCQUARD, BUZZ
SCHUMAN, JOAN HOCQUARD, FRAN
SCIARRATTA, FELIX YATES, GENE
YATES, RUTH
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Convention/Reunion Winners

$500 Travel Drawing –
Sherman Benson of Kenyon, Minn

$250 Travel Drawing –
Wallace DeBord of Pasco, WA

50/50 Drawing $300 –
Charles Brand of West Point, MS

50/50 Drawing $200 –
Jim Burg of York, PA

50/50 Drawing AF Emblem Wood Carving –
Frank Delgado of  Decatur, IL

50/50 Drawing AF Photo Album –
Jim Bersbach of College Park, MD

Dick Frye retained the
General Ivan Farman

Golf Trophy
for another year



Dear Hank:

Please see AACS Special Order 200.6, dated 23
April 1945, issued by the 65th AACS Group.  In
April of 45 I visited a Holocaust Camp that Gen
Eisenhower had under guard for his Generals to
see.  They let me go through.  On my return to
Paris, Dux Ledoux gave me a copy of the this
Special Order, which authorized the Bronze
Service Star Ribbon for the Northern France
Campaign.  Because of the horror I witnessed
at the camp, I suffered some kind of Post
Hypnotic Stress and erased the visit to the
camp from my memory and the Special Order
that I was given.  Years later, my Grandson mar-
ried into a Jewish Family and their discussions
about their losses in the camp brought my visit
all back, 61 years later.  I found the Special
Order in my 201 File and was shocked.  I con-
tacted some of the people I know who were on
the order and not one of them knew about the
order.  I think the initial classification of SECRET
was part of the problem.  I contracted Bruce
Hilton, Mary Green Gordon and Glenn Turner.
There may be others on the Special Order who
are members and do not know about it.
Thanks much and I hope to make the 2006
AACS Convention/Reunion in Covington, KY.

Sincerely,
LARRY CAMP,
Founder, AACS Alumni Association 
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NOTICE:
It is my sad duty to report the death of our first Executive
Secretary and the publisher of the first AACS Newsletter, Mary
Louise Gordon (wife of our own “Flash Gordon).  Mary Louise was
instrumental in helping to put in place the great Alumni
Association we have today.  We will all miss her.

Hank Sauer, Executive Director
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HUGH G. Fyffe

(Donates another carved UASF Plaque)

Hugh Fyffe, a retired GCA/Radar Supervisor has carved and painted small
plaques with the USAF Seal.  Hugh began this effort for the AACS
Conventions/Reunions at Scottsdale, AZ and Overland Park, KS and did another
one for the Covington, Kentucky convention/reunion in 2006.  This 2006 plaque
was part of the 50/50 drawings and Frank Delgardo was the winner.

Hugh began his Air Force career in 1946 and attended AC&W Radar School in
Boca Raton, FL, and then went to Oberwiesenfeld AB outside of Munich,
Germany.  He did a lot of traveling for the next four years, including supporting
the Berlin Airlift.  In 1951 he returned to the ZI and went to Mather AFB,CA
where he was the GCA Maintenance Chief. He did not stay too long before he
transferred to Paine AFB, Washington.  In 1953 he was again reassigned and
went to Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, where he stayed for 3 years and was the GCA
and special projects NCOIC.  His next assignment was at Keesler as an Instructor.  

He managed another overseas tour, this time to Tachikawa, Japan, where he was
the GCA “O’haul” Shop Chief and Inspector.  Then it was back to Keesler as the
Work Center Supervisor for the ATC Operators school.  

His walking shoes now brought him to the PACIFIC GEEIA Region where he was
the Program Manager for all GCA Radar and Weather Facilities in the Pacific
Area.  He finally said enough of this traveling and retired in 1969.

Bob Akard and I as hosts for the 30th AACS Alumni Associations
Convention/Reunion thank you for your continued effort to make our annual get-
togethers successful. 

Hank Sauer & Bob Akard
Co-Hosts
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Air Force History

CWO Charles “Stoney” Stone, USAF-Ret, submitted a copy of the AF GHQ (Air Force General Headquarters)
patch that was worn from 20 July 1937 until 19 March 1942, when what we now know as the “traditional”
Army Air Corps Patch.  This patch was worn by the actors who were in the recent movie “Pearl Harbor”.

Dear Hank:

The photo of the
old DF shack on
page 55 of the June
2006 AACS
Communicator,
brought back lots
of memories of my
duties in Burma during WWII.
This was one of the loneliness jobs in the World.

Chuck Finch
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Dear Mac:

I have always wondered how many USAF veterans can look back on their Military time as a springboard
for future careers rather it military, federal or civilian related.  I know my training in communications
(comm centers and crypto operations) certainly set me up for a federal government career.  Best thing I
ever did.  Made a good decision for a youngster I guess.
Always enjoy reading the AACS Communicator.  Haven’t seen many articles pertaining to the 1950th AACS
Sq at Wheelus Field (Air Base) yet.  As you probably are aware we had a rather large Squadron over
there.  In addition to air traffic control operations and maintenance, the Squadron also operated three
comm centers.  We had a base comm center, a base operations comm center and a comm center in the
air to ground facility.  In addition to that, the Squadron operated a major relay station.  Libya was an
interesting place to spend one’s 19th and 20th birthdays.  You might say I grew up there.  I think most of
us grew up in the in a hurry in the Air Force.  When I arrived at Havre AFS, Montana in the 778th AC@W
Squadron as an A/2C, I was told right away I was going to make A/1C and be the Airman-in-Charge of the
Communications Center.  How many 20 year olds in civilian life have that opportunity?  I often wonder
what my future would have been if I hadn’t enlisted in the USAF.  I guess there are many of us who share
those thoughts.

Jim Muse

Editor’s Note:  Glad you enjoy the AACS Communicators.  Reason we have not published a lot of articles
on Wheelus or the 1950th AACS Sq, is because members who have served there have not submitted any
photos or stories to me to publish.  If you have some stories and photos, send them to me before the cut-
off dates for the June and November issues of the AACS Communicator (April 1st and October 15th).

Hank Sauer
Editor/Publisher

More AACS Twins
Submitted by Richard a. Davis of Oxnard, California

Richard read the story about the AACS twins in the June 2006 AACS Communicator and wants to
add two more twins.  Charlie and Peter Skelly were from the Bronx, New York and were sta-
tioned a the Elaouina Air Base near Tunis, Tunisia from late 1943 until the end of the war.  They
were both Radio Operators.  Sadly, both of the twins are now deceased.
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Colorado
State License Plates

for Bronze Star Awardees

Joe Duffy, our Convention/Reunion Hospitality room team leader was instrumental in getting the State of
Colorado to authorize “Bronze Star” License plates.  Joe noticed a bill that was signed by the Governor,
but the listing omitted the Bronze Star Medal.  Joe contacted State Senator, Doug Lamborn of Colorado
Springs to correct this
oversight.  Senator
Lamborn coordinated with
State Representative K.
Jerry Frangas to get a bill
passed.  On June 5, 2006
Governor Bill Owens,
signed the Bronze Star bill
in his office in Denver,
Colorado.  Good work Joe.
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Some of Bill McElfesh’s Memories
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Some Photos of the CBI (China & India)
128th and 158th AACS Units

The following photos were submitted to us by Neville Kerr, a Royal Australian Air Force Navigator, whose
Father-in-Law recently passed away.  Richard P. Bireline, served in AACS units in the CBI during WWII and
left as a Captain.  He was 92.  Some of the photo’s had names and/or locations, most did not.  With the
number of old China and India hands we have, maybe some of you are in the photo’s or know some who
are.  Neville as asked me to send the originals to the AFCA/History Office at Scott, where they will archive
them to help document the AACS service in the CBI during WWII.
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From the “Archives” of Duke Snyder
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Out of the Past

Bobby Garcia, pictured below is our 1,000 AACS Alumni Life
Member.  He sent this photo of himself, Don Ackerman and Aaron
Harvey taken at Tan Son Nhut in 1968.  Bobby reminded me that
they all served with me in the 2163rd Comm Sq, RAF Station
Wethersfield, England in 1966 and again in the 1876th Comm Sq at
Tan Son Nhut in 1968.  I can recall when they were assigned to
England as A3C airman right out of tech school, and when they
arrived as seasoned airman in Saigon in 1968.  Bobby is a High
School teacher in Deer Park, Texas (outside of Houston) and getting
close to retirement.
Welcome to the AACS Alumni Association.

Hank Sauer
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AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

MAIL TO:  Mr. C.B. Maginnis, 6032 S. Bell, Tacoma, WA 98408
Types of Membership

Life  & Regular Membership is based on service (men and women) as a commissioned officer, warrant officer, non-com-
missioned officer, enlisted or civilian, who has served  or is serving in any communications/information or air traffic
control unit or holds or held a MOS, AFSC or other skill identifier as a communicator/information, air traffic con-

troller or support skill in any Air Force Major Air Command (AACS, ACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, SAC,
TAC, ADC, USAFSS MAC, etc., or the current commands)  Spouses of a surviving member are also eligible for Regular
membership.  The Life Membership of a deceased member will transfer to the surviving spouse unless he/she requests
otherwise. Associate Membership is subject to the approval of the Alumni Associations Executive Board for individuals
who actively supported any communications/information or air traffic control activity, but otherwise does not meet the
criteria for Life or Regular Membership. Associate Members are not eligible to vote or to hold office in the Association,

but  are treated like all other members.

Regular and Associate Membership dues are $10.00 per-year, payable in two-year increments.
Life Memberships are based on age:

To – 50 years of age = $165
51 – 60 years of age  = $145
61 – 70 years of age  = $115
71 --?  Years if age   =   $75

Life Membership _____Regular_____ Associate ______         Amount of $ enclosed:  $________
(check one category of membership and make check out to AACS Alumni Association)

PRINT CLEARLY

Date:______FIRST NAME: ____________________________MI ________LASTNAME_________________    
SPOUSES  FIRST NAME_______________________________HAM SIGN___________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ___________________________________________________________
UNIT(s) AND COMMAND(s) (For the Membership Roster – limited to approximately
2 units and 3 abbreviated commands)___________________________________________________________
**DATES SERVED IN AF: __________(44-46, 48-75, 50-54 etc) 

ERA’s Served: ________________________________________(WWII, Korea, RVN, Gulf, etc) 
St.Address;____________________City___________________State___ZIP______Country:___________
Phone Number:__________________Date of Birth:____________
Service Status: Officer_______Warrant_______Enlisted_______Civilian_____Tech Rep _______
Other_________ 
How were you recruited: Members Name___________________, Web Site _______,
Magazine ______(provide name),  Combat area or Base:___________Additional Comm/ATC
units_____________
What did you do in the AF: ___________________e.g. Tower, GCA, Crypto, Radio Maint, Personnel, etc) 
NOTE: AACS covers 1938-1961, AFCS covers 1961-1979, AFCC covers 1979-1993, AFC4A. AFCA and/or
AFFSA covers 1993 to present. List other commands as appropriate.
If you have any questions contact Mac Maginnis at TOLL FREE  1-866-299-1045

PLEASE COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION
If you are a “SNOWBIRD” PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING:

Second St. Address:________________________City:_______________State____ZIP _______
Second Phone Number:______________If different email address;________________________
Dates this second address will be used:   From_______________TO_______________________
(Remember the AACS Communicator is mailed around 1 May and 1 Nov each year)
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AACS  Alumni Association
PX/BX Order  & Contribution Form

ALL PX/BX SALES ARE ON A BREAK EVEN BASIS
Name___________________________Phone Nbr: (       )_________________
Address_________________________________________________________
Email:___________________________________________________________

Quantity                                              Description Total Cost

_____ AACS Logo Patch @ 5.00   $___________
(this patch has AACS, AFCS & AFCC embroidered on it)

_____ NEW “Old” Blue Original AACS Patch @ 8.00.                   ___________

_____ Deluxe Embroidered Clip-on Patch @ $12.50                                  ___________

_____ Metal AACS Lapel Pin @ $4.50 (if in stock)                       ___________

_____   Deluxe Embroidered Logo Hat @ $13.00 (Blue Only)                             ___________

_____ AACS Embroidered Logo Golf Shirts @ $26.00                                       ___________

Blue: _____ Sizes:  S___M___L___XL____XXL____

White:_____ Sizes:  S___M___L___XL___XXL_____

_____ NEW - AACS Embroidered WIND SHIRT
(blue with gold trim) @ $23.00                                    ___________

Sizes  M______L________XL_______

_____ AACS Embroidered Logo Blue Windbreaker @ $ 28.00                           ___________

Size:  S___M____XXL___(L and XL Not Available)
Left in stock:  (12)       (15)             (2)     Windbreakers being phased out. 

NOTE:  Golf Shirt and Windbreaker sizes are US sized (XXL are really big)

DONATIONS (Tax deductible within the limits of the law):

AACS GENERAL FUND ___________

GRAND TOTAL $ ___________

“POSTAGE AND HANDLING ARE INCLUDED IN ALL PRICES”

Until a new PX Supply Clerk is appointed, MAKE CHECKS OUT TO “AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION,
INC.” AND MAIL TO:

Ray Sharpless, 113 Airway Lane, Belton MO 64012, 816-331-7174, rayshrplss@kc.rr.com 
Phone # 231-334-4442,  FAX # 231-334-4440

++++PX ORDERS GO TO RAY SHARPLESS+++++
+++++CONTRIBUTIONS GO TO RAY SHARPLESS+++++

++++++DUES AND ADDRESS CHANGES GO TO MAC MAGINNIS+++++++++

SEE INSIDE FRONT COVER FOR MAILING ADDRESSES 
SEE PHOTOS OF WIND SHIRT, HAT, DELUXE PATCH AND GOLF SHIRTS ON PAGE 69

+++++NOTE:  SUPPLY CLERK ON LEAVE –NO SALES- BETWEEN JULY 20 & AUGUST 23, 2006*****
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NEW PX/BX ITEMS

Our Supply “Clerk” has added two new items for our well dressed
Alumni Members. A Blue Wind Shirt with our AACS embroided patch,

made of nylon and lined with a cotton lining and new origial Blue AACS
Patches. The Windshirt is ideal for spring and fall outer garments.

Initially they will be stocked in Medium, Large, and Extra Large Sizes.
See PX/BX order form in this issue. Price for the Windshirt is $23.00,
including shipping. We have added “The Old Blue AACS Patch” Without

AACS-AFCS-AFCC embroided on it. Cost is $8.00, including shipping.

SEE PAGE 68 FOR ORDER FORM
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The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Alumni Association meeting was held in
Columbus, Ohio in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “emeritus” Larry Camp and his wife Doris.  This

meeting came about as a result of a conversation with “Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a
poker weekend in Columbus.  Some of the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so

much were; Hack Neal, Ken Klise, Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max
Mankofsky, Dux LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson, Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.

This group established the high standards that still drive the AACS Alumni Association and we owe them
and all the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion a great big “Thank You”

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

1977 – 1978 Hack Neal (Brig General)
1979 – 1980 Bob Dickerson (Colonel)
1981 – 1982 Joe Beler (Colonel)
1983 – 1984 Don Donnell (Colonel)
1985 – 1986 Wally Bailey (Colonel)
1987 – 1991 Bob Brewer (Colonel)
1992 – 1993 Cal Venable (Colonel)
1994 – 1997 Jasper Vaughn (Colonel)
1998 – 2001 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye (Lt. Colonel)

2006 -   Hank Sauer (CMSgt)

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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TO: THOSE POTENTIAL MEMBERS OF THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION !

QUESTION:  WHO OR WHAT IS THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ?

ANSWER: An Association that is comprised of over 2,200 members who began their service in the Army Air Force before WWII and
who served in the first dedicated  communications element to provide communications and air traffic control as its primary mission
and members who have served since then in any communications or air traffic control unit, including those serving today.  This new
Army Air Force organization, was formed in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways Communications System” (AACS).  During
WWII, it was renamed the “Air Communications Service” (ACS) and placed under the then “Air Transport Command” and within
months was renamed once again to the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS).  In 1961, AACS was elevated to a Major
Air Command and renamed “Air Force Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to “Air Force
Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990’s the Air Force was undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of
functions and AFCC was downsized and renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, Communications & Computers Agency”
(AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was renamed the “Air Force Communications Agency” (AFCA) which is still an active Air Force organi-
zation.  Also in the early 1990’s, the Air Force created the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency” (AFFSA) and reassigned air traffic con-
trol responsibilities to this new Agency.

Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association was formed (1977) the membership criteria changed  from individuals who only
served in AACS units, to include all communicators/information/air traffic control and support skills regardless of what Major or Joint
Command an individual served in, including today’s active duty personnel.

Because of the heritage of the letters “AACS” and its unique contributions to long-haul communications and air traffic control, the
Association has decided to maintain “AACS” as our organizational name.  This could change in the future as our members who served
from 1938 to 1961 are added to our “Missed Roll Call” list, and a new organizational name becomes more appropriate.

While the answer above is long, the
short answer is “any individual who
served or is serving in any Air Force
Communications or Air Traffic Control
unit, in any skill set, from 1938- to
today, “is” the AACS Alumni
Association.

The AACS motto of “Fellowship in the
Company of Equals” is more than just
words, but the glue that holds us all
together through the different decades.
The AACS Alumni Association is com-
prised of about 85% enlisted personnel
and 15% officers, which includes over
50 General Officers, active and retired. 
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