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“Check the Address Label For The Year Your Dues Expire”

*NOTICE*
Walt McLain has replaced 

Mac Maginnis
As the Director for

Membership

The TOLL FREE PHONE
# 1-866-299-1045 HAS
BEEN TRANSFERRED TO

WALT.

Check the address label
to see when your

DUES expire and renew
ASAP

REMEMBER TO SEND
THINGS TO WALT !!!!!

September 2008
Plan now on coming to the 32nd
AACS Convention/Reunion in

Branson, Missouri

The Settle Inn Resort &
Convention Center

Sept. 24 – Sept. 28, 2008.
(These dates are Wed. - Sun.)

Gene & Irene Sheridan and
their Overland Park Crew

(from the 2005
Convention/Reunion) 

will be the Hosts.
&

LOTS MORE- Stay tuned.....
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AACS PAGE OF HONOR

UNITED STATES AIR FORCE
COMMUNICATIONS & INFORMATION HALL OF FAME

Foundation Setters
Brig. General Billy Mitchell, General Edwin W. Rawlings, Lt. General Harold W. Grant,

*Lt. General Lee Paschall, Maj. General Harold M. McClelland, Maj. General Robert Sadler

Class of 1999 Class of 2000 Class of 2001
* Lt. General Lee M. Paschall Lt. General Winston D. Powers *Lt. General James S. Cassity

Maj. General  Robert Edge *Lt. General Robert H. Ludwig
*Brig. General Ivan L. Farman *CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer

*Colonel Glenn Giddings

Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004
*Lt. General  Richard Klocko General Robert T. Herres *Lt General John S. Fairfield
Lt. General Gordon Gould Lt .General Gordon A. Blake Maj. General John Paul Hyde
Maj. General Paul Stoney Maj. General Daniel C. Doubleday

*Maj. General Jack B. Robbins
*Brig .General Haskell E. “Hack” Neal

Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class of 2007
Lt. General Albert Edmonds Maj. General Francis L. Ankenbrandt Maj. General John T. Randerson

*Lt General Carl O’Berry Maj. General John B. Bestic Colonel James R. Lauducci
*Mr. Tom Yium *Maj. General Rupert H. Burris CMSgt. Charles E. Teston

*Colonel Derrel L. Dempsey
*CMSgt William Bethea

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION HALL OF HONOR
Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer *Colonel Robert M. Brewer *Larry Camp * Colonel Garland B. Hilton
MSgt. Joseph J. Duffy Maj. General Gerald L. Prather

*Mr. Thomas S. Snyder
Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class of 2007

*Lt. General Harry Raduege *Colonel Derrel Dempsey * Colonel James Lauducci
* Colonel David Kovach *CMSgt Walt McLain CMSgt. Charles E. Teston

*Chaplain (Colonel) P.C. Brown
*CMSgt William Bethea

* Rocco Sansone

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION LIFE ACHIEVEMENT AWARD
Class of 2001 Class of 2002 Class of 2003 Class of 2004

*Colonel Ted V. Carlson Colonel Bernard U. Glettler *Claire B. Lofchie * Major C.B. Maginnis
*CMSgt Richard P. “Hank” Sauer * John A. Milano * Mrs. Nancy Donnell

*Lt. General Lee Paschall
* Maj. General Gerald L. Prather

* CMSgt Jim VanDyne

Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Classo of 2007
*Lt. Colonel Richard W. Frye *”Smitty” McClellan *Duke Snyder

*George Villa *Shirley Beauchum
*Mary Lou Brewer

THOMAS F. BUCKLEY AACS SERVICE AWARD
Class of 2003 Class of 2004 Class of 2005 Class of 2006 Class 2007

*Monika Buckley *James J. Duffy *Richard Gillis *Robert Akard *Maj Gen Gerald L. Prather

* Was or are members of the AACS Alumni Association. Note: 16 of the 26 or 61.5% of the incumbents in the Air Force
Communications/Information Hall of Fame were or are AACS Alumni Association Members.
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Adams, James D.
Albertson, Mrs Bruce “Shirley”

Alvarado, Rudy
Archer, Mrs. James D. “Shirley”

Balaich, Mrs Paul “Viola”
Beshear,Sanford L.
Brewer, Mary Lou
Bryant, Daniel L.

Carter, Edward C. Jr.
Cecil, Yancy S.

Cheney, Raymond A.
Clinton, Mrs William “Diana” 

Eiler, William
Fertig, Norm

Gleisberg, Edward W. Jr.
Greenwood, Richard

Jenkins, David R.
Kelley, Arthur T.
Keon, James R.

Kerr, Mrs Harry R. “Mary”
Kittel, Fredrick J.

Lewis, Mrs. George L. “Merilyn”
Lofton, Chester M.

Lofchie, Gigi
Miccolo, Michael C.
Owens, Melton T.

Paschall, LGen Lee M.
Parrish, Jack E. Sr.

Phillips, N.L. “Leon”
Scott, Royden B.

Skaggs, Norris Robert
Schmidt, Mrs. Raymond H. “Eva”

Silverstone, S.M. Sandy
Smith, James L.

Spears, James A.
Stone, Charles W.

Tindall, George Brown
Turner, Stanleigh

Waller, Ivan E.
Webb, Clifton L.

Wood, Carl E. “Woody”

MISSED ROLL CALL
(Since the November 2006 Newsletter)

(This listing was left out of the June 07 Communicator)

AACS Loses a Legend

October 16, 2007 was a sad day for all of the members of the AACS Alumni Association.  We sadly
learned of the passing of “LARRY CAMP”.

Larry was one of our founders who over the years, behind the scenes, guided the Executive Directors
with sound advice on who we were and why the “Alumni Association” was formed in 1977.

He was a gentleman and was always there when we needed him.  He was extremely proud of how
our Association grew and maintained the vision of the original group.

We will miss him and will remember him as a dear friend.
Hank Sauer, Past Executive Director
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

My initial introduction to the AACS Alumni Association, was through a close friend, Roy Krimont. Roy
and I served together, in the 1995th AACS Sqdn, at Eielson AFB, Alaska. He contacted me during the
summer of 1991 and asked if I planed to attend the AACS Convention/Reunion, to be held in Dayton,
Ohio, that September, knowing that I lived 20 miles north of the city. I told him I wasn’t aware that
the organization existed, but would consider his invitation. He was unable to be there, but my wife
Jo-Ann and I decided to give it a try. We arrived at the Dayton Marriott Friday evening and walked

into a “jammed” Hospitality Room, to pick-up our registration packet, not knowing a single person. We both looked at
each other, wondering if this was the place we wanted to be. But it didn’t take us long to realize that indeed, it was the
place to be and by that following Sunday morning we were looking forward to the next Convention/Reunion.

As your new Executive Director, I will make every effort to maintain and contribute to the ongoing success of our
organization. I want to thank you, the members, for your vote of confidence. I especially extend my thanks to Hank
Sauer, for his ongoing guidance, in preparation of “passing” the gavel and the Board of Directors for their support.
Also, I want to extend my appreciation to those members who have agreed to give of their time and energy, to serve
on the various committees.

After many years of devoted service, “Mac” Maginnis, our Director for Membership, will “retire” before the end of this
year. Enough can’t be said of his strong character and dedication to the AACS Alumni Association mission. “Mac”, well
done and thank-you. Walt McLain has volunteered to be the new Director for Membership.

Over the years, I’ve had the privilege of meeting wonderful and interesting people, within our AACS family. I am in awe
of their professional and personal accomplishments, both in the military as well as in the private sector. Many being
Retired or Active Career Air Force, or the short timers, like me. In some quarters, when comparing my length of serv-
ice, to fellow AACS’ers, I’m referred too as the “civilian”!

As we look to the future, some of our goals will be to add new members, seek qualified members to host our
Conventions/Reunions and to maintain or exceed the level of excellence that the AACS Alumni Association has
achieved. Another successful Convention/Reunion is under our belt! Las Vegas has lived up to its expectations. Our
Host, Chris Miller and Co-Hosts Bill Moseley and Andy Agan are to be complimented for their hard work, attention to
detail and providing an outstanding venue for all who attended. Thank-you. 

The 2008 Convention/Reunion will be held in Branson, Missouri, hosted by Gene Sheridan and his group of co-hosts. As
you may recall, Gene was the 2005 Host, in Kansas City, Kansas. I look forward to seeing all of you there!

Sincerely,

Stan Phillips
Executive Director
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AACS-AA 31st AANUAL BOARD MEETING
Sept. 25, 2007 LAS VEGAS, NV

The Board meeting was called to order by Executive Director Hank Sauer. He then reaffirmed his proposed agenda as
was disseminated earlier to members via e-mail.

Any old business was requested for conclusion. Exec. Secretary Bob Akard asked for approval of the minutes of the
2006 Board Meeting in Covington, KY as appeared in the November 2006 AACS Communicator. There being no further
old business the new agenda was opened for discussion.

Membership Director Charles “Mac” Maginnis opened Board member reports with his annual state of membership. He
reported over 2,200 members of whom about half are life members. With 530 member dues expiring December 2007,
and 300 to 350 expected to renew, Mac confirmed the need for at least 150 new members during Fiscal Year 2008,
which is recent experience. The average age of our entire membership is now 74. He reconfirmed his resignation
announced at our 2006 Business meeting. His expression of gratitude was given to Walt McLain for accepting this engag-
ing position. They will meet one on one by October 31st to finalize detail not yet accomplished. 

Treasurer Ray Sharpless presented his annual state of AACA-AA assets. Including the value of our tangible assets con-
sisting of BX inventory and limited business equipment, he values our assets at $82,430. The November AACS
Communicator will detail all items. 

At this point Bob Akard, as Chair of the Financial Management Policy Committee, reported his August 2007 audit of our
cash assets to be $70,655.05. This was formally presented to our incoming Executive Director, Stan Phillips, as required
by our By-laws. He had no further activity to report. This concluded any Board members having formal reports to make.

David Moore, a guest at our Board meeting and a member of the Association, was asked to report on his activities
spent calling on USAF installations to identify air traffic controllers/communicators as potential members. His travels
have been extensive, his contacts absolutely incredible, and methods impressive to the Board. David asked for and
received approval to have a small budget for approved material and gifts such as coffee cups. There was allocated a
few years ago a sum of $8,000 to enhance our recruiting efforts, of which only about $1,200 as been spent. He will be
supported with his reasonable needs. It must be shown to our full membership that David has, and will continue, been
spending his personal monies for all this travel. This effort to perpetuate our great Association was the impetus of this
Board meeting. 

E D Sauer had a motion passed to henceforth change all manuals and printed matter to refer to our annual gatherings
as “Conventions” and not “Reunions.”  The basis for this is to conform with the IRS references to what constitutes a tax
free veterans organization.

The Association’s annual contributions to charitable organizations were discussed. Approval was given to continue those
entities on our regular list, primarily the Air Force Village and the Enlisted Widow’s Village receiving $1,000 each.
Another $900 was held in obedience to be given during F/Y 2008 as the Board might electronically approve.    

The Board, having earlier approved by e-vote, gave by motion their formal approval to nominate Gen. Gerry Prather as
AACS-AA nominee for the USAF Communications and Information  Hall of Fame in 2008.

An aggressive and intelligent exchange by Board members relative to “Convention” site selection aroused everybody’s
close attention. Speaking as a member of the Convention Committee, your Secretary will attest to the gross responsibili-
ty we have to the membership. It is an ardent yet humbling duty. A site selection is no better than having a member host
in the area. We solicit members wishing input to contact the E D who is Chair of this committee. 

The final interaction was on the causes and effects of our dues structure. The costs of life memberships is a primary
issue considering the increasing costs for publication and delivery of our “Communicator.” An equitable restructuring
will be examined among ourselves for finalization at the 2008 Board meeting. Regular dues will remain the same for the
foreseeable future.

Respectfully presented, Bob Akard, Executive Secretary
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THE 31ST ANNUAL AACS-AA
CONVENTION BUSINESS MEETING

SEPT. 26, 2007, LAS VEGAS, NV

The 31st annual AACS-AA Business Meeting was brought to order by Executive Director Hank Sauer on Sept. 26, 2007 at
the Circus-Circus Hotel, Las Vegas, NV. General Prather gave the invocation. 

E D Sauer announced our 2008 Convention location in Branson, MO., the details of which will be in our 2007
Communicator. Gene Sheridan, who hosted our 2006 convention in Overland Park, was introduced to serve this task for
us in 2008. 

The Pledge of Allegiance followed.

Members of the Board of Directors having a report for the membership were invited to proceed. Old business began
with Exec. Sec. Akard requesting a motion from the floor for approval of the minutes of our 2006 Business Meeting held
in Covington, KY in Sept. 2006. 

Membership Director Charles “Mac” Maginnis reported our having 530 memberships to expire the end of this year. He
estimated 300 would renew dues leaving 230 (+/-) to be dropped from our rolls. For the year ending in 2006 we gained
156 new memberships. Our recent yearly trends have been in the negative. He correlated our experience with that of
other military organizations, this being related to our average age of 74. We continue to advertise in many military publi-
cations. Mac told us about our roving ambassador, David Moore, who has visited many USAF installations for meetings
with communicators to promote our Association. Each member present was challenged to locate a member each during
this coming year. Mac had an acknowledgement for David Moore, Larry Heister, Chuck Robillard, and Ephrain “Bob”
Rainey, who were responsible for 51 new members for this year. “Bob” Rainey will receive at our banquet the recruiter of
the year award for his 22 new members. Mac confirmed his resignation effective with this Convention after serving 6
years, and he introduced his replacement as Walt McLain. 

Treasurer Ray Sharpless reported a sound financial condition, which will be reported in our November 2007
Communicator. Ray said member donations to the treasury were $1,350. The usual charitable donations will continue
with $1,000 each to the Air force Village and AF Enlisted Village. BX inventory and conditions were explained regarding
content and availability. 

Hank Sauer informed us that he will reassume upon confirmation today his position as Editor/Publisher on the Board,
since Stan Phillips will become E D. Hank explained rising costs for publishing the Communicator as attributed primarily
to the escalating bulk mail costs. Hank asked all first time Convention attendees to come forward for recognition and a
free AACS ball cap. 

Duke Snyder, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the nominees as approved by the Board to be affirmed this
year. Those being: Stan Phillips as E D, Bill Bethea as V. Dir., Bob Akard as Exec. Sec., Hank Sauer as Editor/Publisher,
Gen Prather as Sgt. At Arms, and Walt McClain as Dir. of Membership. All were elected by acclimation. 

The next event was our annual AACS Memorial Service conducted by Gen. Prather and Bill Bethea. The names of each
deceased member or spouse were read aloud. The Lords Prayer followed. 

E D Sauer introduced our guest speaker from the AF Flight Standards Agency. CM Sgt. Lawrence Cole spoke on the sys-
tems and state of Air Traffic Control. (Editorial comes from Exec. Sec. Akard; This was the most interesting, varied,
informative, complete but concise presentation in recent years.) 

The Business Meeting was officially adjourned until September 2008 in Branson, MO.

Respectfully submitted, Bob Akard, Exec. Sec.



TREASURERS REPORT
AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.

AS OF SEPTEMBER 12, 2007

The financial figures for the organization are shown below.  We continue our sound
financial position, and will be able to support our numerous charities in the coming fiscal year.

On behalf of the Board of Directors, I wish to personally thank all of the members who so gener-
ously donated to our organization this year.  Your generosity has allowed us to maintain our healthy financial
position, and more importantly, it has demonstrated your positive feelings about our organization.

Respectfully

Ray Sharpless
Treasurer, AACS Alumni Assn., Inc.

Member Donations From Nov 1, 2006 to Sep 12, 2007:  $3,123.00
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Statement of AACS Accounts

ASSETS
Bank Accounts

Treasurer’s Account $9,139.58
(this account contains
the Executive Directors 
Account of $897.27)

Newsletter Account 6,135.88
BX Inventory 8,159.00
Equipment 3,994.13

Accounts Receivable (Convention/Reunion
advance of $6222.71 less
normal $500.00 expense allowance) 5,722.71

CD’s 57,438.22
Total Assets 82,430.52

LIABILITIES
Convention/Reunion 2007 Commitment 55,000.00
Equity 27,430.52

Total Liability/Equity $82,430.52
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT
(NOVEMBER 2007)

Declining membership continues to be a concern to us all.  The same two factors still contribute to
this dilemma – The rising average age of our members (74) and the difficulty in attracting new
younger members.  We continue to address these problems for solutions.  Having said that, the
overall status of the Association is still sound.  

At present the Association has 2265 members, however 535 of those members have a dues expiration date of 31
December 2007.  REMINDERS have been sent out to those members.  If you see a 07 in front of your name on the
mailing label of this newsletter please get your renewal check in the mail.

By the time you receive this issue Chief Walt McLain will have assumed duties as your new Membership Director.  This
is a big responsibility and the entire Board of Directors appreciates Walt “stepping up to plate” to take over.  As I’ve
said before my eight years as your Membership Director has been a labor of love and sort of a payback for my years
in good old “Double A”.  I’m sure that Walt feels the same as do all of the Executive Board.  Please pay attention to
Walt’s mailing address for payment of dues, data changes, address changes, etc.  The AACS Alumni Toll Free tele-
phone number 1-866-299-1045 remains the same.  It will just ring at Walt’s house now. 

The Las Vegas Reunion/Convention was a huge success and I believe a good time was had by all.  My hat’s off to
Chris Miller, Bill Mosley, Andy Agan and all for a superb job hosting this year’s get together.  Great job!!!

Look forward to seeing you all in Branson MO next 24-28 Sept 2008.

CB Mac Maginnis
Former Membership Director

Dear Mac:
I belonged to the Alumni Association some years ago, but let my membership expire.  I noticed your announce-
ment of the upcoming meeting in Las Vegas and it prompted me to write. I served in AACS in 1946 & 1947 in
the IG’s Office.  At that time Gen McClelland was the Commander and Gordon Blake was his Deputy and
Gordon Gould was the Chief of staff.  My wife to be was Gordon Blake’s secretary. Both General McClelland and
Gordon Blake attended our wedding at the Langley Field Chapel.  Hq AACS later moved to Gravely Point in DC
and then to Andrews.  We returned to Hq AACS in 1948 and I worked for John Rohloff in the office responsible
for assignment of AACS Officers worldwide.
We had many friends in AACS, too many to mention.  My service was from 1940 to 1966, when I retired from
the Office of the Vice Chief of Staff, USAF, in the Pentagon.  I moved back to my home state of Texas and I live a
mile from a State road named for Gordon Blake.  What a coincidence.

Truman A. Billingsley
11420 Moonlight Meadows
Cibolo, TX 78108
210-658-3810

Editors Note: Welcome back to the Alumni Association.  We hope you will be able to join us in Las Vegas.  I
served with John Rohloff at Munich Riem, Germany in 1949/1950.  In 1958, he was in the Air Attaché business
and he got me an assignment to the American Embassy in London.  As they say, it really is a small world.  Hank
Sauer



EDITOR/PUBLISHER/WEB SITE REPORT

THE COST OF THE JUNE 2007 AACS COMMUNICATOR

Printing (3,000 copies) $3,369.00
Layout/Conversion 550.00
Bulk Mail charges (2,661 mailed) 1,023.01
Overseas/Media Mail 43.37
_____________________________________________________________________________________
TOTAL: $4,985.38

NOTE: Monthly reports for the AACS Editors Bank Account are submitted to the AACS Treasurer.
Account Balances on hand after publication and mailing of the November 2006 AACS Communicator:

Editors Bank Account: $ 1,191.56
PO Bulk Mail Account: $ 4.00

The AACS Web Costs are paid on an annual basis. The cost for 2006 was again $359.00

PLEASE KEEP YOUR STORIES AND PHOTOS COMING. 
THEY ARE WHAT MAKE THE COMMUNICATOR “OUR” PUBLICATION.

Hank Sauer
AACS Editor/Publisher & Web Site Manager

KEEP YOUR MAILING ADDRESS CURRENT
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“GCA Approach to
Templehof during the Berlin Airlift”

Visit the AACS Web Site
www.aacsalumni.com 

And look under Other Links
for “Berlin Airlift GCA”

Or email Hank at
DirAACS@comcast.net for

a copy of the video via eamail



“Looking For”

John C. Dekas. NEEDS SOME HELP !! Looking for any

member of the 1958th AACS Sq, Anderson AFB, Guam,

who can recall Squadron members and Philippine workers spraying defo-

liants on and around our Quonset huts on Harmon Field.  The spraying took

place in the 1955-1956 time-frame. I was assigned to the 6926th Radio Sq

(Mobile), USAFSS, and when we finished “Project Green Moon”

Most of us were transferred to the 1958th AACS Sq both on Guam.   I need a

letter from anyone who recalls  the spraying to help me verify my VA Claim.

Harmon Field, which was a few miles from Anderson, was the original loca-

tion of “Guam Airways” and a major teletype center before their being moved

onto Anderson Field.  PLEASE WRITE TO: JOHN C. DEKAS, DRAWER 1002,

HAMPTON BAYS, NY 11946-0006.
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“Stake your Claim” 

This column is published for “claims” by Alumni members who think
they are the “first”, “hold a record” or the “only” person to have
achieved or performed something that no other member has.  Can
you top or refute any of the claims already previously published
?????  If so, send them to Hank Sauer, Editor/Publisher, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830
or email to: DirAACS@comcast.net  

Because of our page limitation for our Newsletters, all claims except those published in the last
Newsletter have been removed.   Any challenges to claims previously published will be included
in the current Newsletter under the section “Challenges to Claims”.

NEW CLAIMS (NOVEMBER 2007): 

See Arthur Elkins letter to Hank in this issue.  He claims that he may have been the first AACS
type in Africa or the Middle East, arriving in May 1943.

See Bob Brewers letter to Hank in this issue.  He claims to be the only AACS’er to be “chewed
out” by “Curtis LeMay”, a future Chief of Staff.
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“Membership Donations”
Nov 06 – Sep 07

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER 
By Chaplain Jim Burch

CHAPLAIN’S CORNER . . .

In or out of your time in the mili-
tary:  Have you ever found yourself
put in a position for which you felt
quite unprepared?

For those who have:  Did the question of  “Why me,
Lord?” enter your head?

In the mid-1990’s, a friend of mine, a non-rated officer,
was promoted below the zone and placed in command
of an aircraft maintenance squadron—without any
experience in a related AFSC.  There was little question
in anyone’s mind that he was an exceptional leader and
a very fine officer.  Even so, he confessed to me that he
felt very unqualified.

I wish I had the wisdom of sharing this thought I
received, years later over the Internet:  “God doesn’t
call the qualified.  God qualifies the called.” From
Moses to King David, from the prophets to the apos-
tles, from time immemorial to time today: ordinary,
even unlikely people have been participants in this
truth.  

God doesn’t call the qualified.  God qualifies the
called.

Praise God.  We are among them!

God’s peace,

Jim Burch, Chaplain

John A. Gould
Austin Stephanoff
Shirley C. Beachum
Duane J. Rueb
Joanmarie McDermott
Charles P Harding
Robert L Snyder
Howard Arrighi
Fletcher Burgess
Carl R Weyant
David Clipner
William W Aird
John L Newkirk
William H. Blankfield
John M Hays
John G. Hurd
Harold Livingston
Gerald Prather

Walter W. Wasielewski
Charles W. Esserwein
Harry Povlotsky
Frank E. Herrelko
Sherman Benson
John Waldichuk
Reuben Nunez
Joe Dorrough
Richard Wilson
Neil A. Webster
Richard Kinderman
George Villa
Thomas E. Boots
Leslie C. Robertson
Charles Whitlock
Paul Ratcliff
Joan L. Thompson
Robert M. Brewer

Richard “Hank” Sauer
Dolores Randerson
Harry Raduege
James Shaw
Francis Doran
Glen Ellefson-Brooks
Andrew D. Virgilio
Patricia Grillos
Martin J Vigderman
Brewer Staub
James H Thomas Jr
Joseph J. Duffy
Charles Hibbard
Noel Benner
Bruce E. Albertson

In memoriam of his wife Shirley
Colman McDonough
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HAM NEWS
By George Reeves 

The Ham bands seem to be picking up lately.  There are usually four to six fellows checking
into the 20 meter net.  The most active are:  Bob McDow, W4KOG (who is acting as Net
Control); Harold Dew, K4BCA; Rich Baker, K4USF; Larry Arcement W5CQE; Ray
Hammitt, K5H; Pat Pelland, W9GMR; and myself.  Ray, K5HWQ has been off the air due
to antenna problems until the first of August, but has been one of the stronger stations
heard in North Carolina. 

On the East Coast 40 meter net the attendance has been pretty slim for some time.  I regu-
larly hear Fred Businger, W8FKD and Roy Hopkins, W3TWV.  I act as Net Control for this
net, but due to other commitments, I miss the net occasionally.

The latest word from Ed Evans, W5LK, is that he is “just hanging in there”.  His new address is Ed Evans, 11424
Richmond Ave, Apt 125, Houston, TX 77082.  In his new place there is not enough room for his station, so he is off
the air.

I did not attend the convention/reunion this year.  However, our host Chris Miller said that was to be a “Ham
Room”.  I hope that a good number of the West Coast Hams were able to meet there this year.                                    

George Reeves, WD4BMG
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“ USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER”

“ USER NAME AND PASSWORD TO ACCESS THE
WEB SITE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER”

As previously announced, the AACS Alumni Associations Membership Roster
is on the Web Site (www.aacsalumni.com)  in PDF and EXCEL  formats.  To
DOWNLOAD the roster you need to know the following (NOTE: YOU CAN

ONLY DOWNLOAD):

User Name: aacsalumni (all lower case letters)
Password: m299kl7 (all lower case letters.  Note that the next to last digit in the

password is the lower case “L”, NOT the number “1”)

REMEMBER TO PROTECT THE USER NAME AND PASSWORD AND DENY ACCESS TO
UNAUTHORIZED PERSONNEL

One of the two versions of the roster on the AACS Web Site is in a PDF FORMAT
and you will need Adobe Reader to download it to your computer.  If you do
not have Adobe Reader, there is a link to Adobe.com so you can download a

free copy.  We felt that we can allow more members to download the member-
ship roster using the PDF format as it is the “de-facto” internet standard and that

the Adobe Reader program can be downloaded free.  It is also available in
Microsoft’s EXCEL program

READ AND FOLLOW THE INSTRUCTIONS FOR DOWNLOADING.
(Remember to RIGHT Click to get the “SAVE TO Menu”)

Suggest before you start, you FIRST create a folder on your hard drive and name
it “AACS Roster”.  When you are inputting the downloading instructions, name
the file “AACS Roster” and then download to the AACS Roster folder you have

created…this way, each time you download the roster, it will ask you if you want
to replace the existing file….the answer is YES.. this will save disk space and

only store the current roster on your computer.

If you have any problems contact Hank Sauer at DirAACS@comcast.net
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“PLEASE READ”

Help support the “AACS Alumni Association”

This is our Second ever request for “Donations” to help support the Alumni
Association.  We reported in the November 2006 AACS Communicator, that the
BOD has approved the soliciting of funds to support the long term goals of the
Association.  Because of our aging membership of WWII and Korean Veterans,
and the loss of Communications Unit integrity, our membership will continue to
dwindle. While the number of Life Members continues to increase, it results in a
loss of annual operating funds. We are embarking on new ways to “recruit” ex-

AACS, AFCS and AFCC veterans and those young officers and airman serving
today.  We want to pass on to them an “AACS Alumni Association” that will be a
viable organization and one that will provide them with the same fellowship and
comradely that we have enjoyed since 1977.   If you care to give, only give what
you can afford.  Other than the names of those who donate, no dollar amounts

will be published and all donations are IRS allowed Tax-deductible.

**********************************cut out and mail********************************

Full NAME:______________________________

Mailing
Address:___________________________________________________________________

Amount Donated:

$25_______, $50_______, $75______, $100______ Other $_________

Do you want a Tax Donation Receipt:  yes_____no_______

Please make checks out to:  AACS Alumni Association and mail to:

Ray Sharless
113 Airway Lane

Belton, MO 64012
**********************************************************************

Thank you in advance for any donations.
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“THE ACTIVE DUTY AIR FORCE PAGE”
“Background”

In 2004, the AACS Alumni Association unanimously voted to change our 
Constitution to authorize Air Force Communications, Information, Air Traffic 
Controllers and Support personnel (Officers, Airman and Civilians) who have served or are
now serving in any Air Force Major Command (including Joint/Specified Commands).

The changes in eligibility were predicated on ensuring the perpetuity of the AACS Alumni
Association as the growing age of the current 2,500 plus members is now over 74 years in age, with a signifi-
cant number of them being WWII veterans.  The age factor was a major concern in maintaining a viable
Association for the long-term and to provide an Association such as ours, to those individuals now serving in
the Air Force.  The AACS Alumni Association was formed in 1977 to provide a forum for those who served, to
meet on an annual basis to renew friendships and make new ones and to stay abreast of the changes in the
Air Force.

We have coordinated with the senior Air Force leadership and have added local base Comm and ATC units to
“The AACS Communicator” distribution list for the June and November issues we publish.  We are going to
devote up to four (4) pages of each issue to stories and photos of active duty activities (based on input) and
we solicit your stories and photos of interest.  

Beginning in September 2006, we presented an annual award with a Trophy (ceramic eagle), Certificate and
Saving Bond to an outstanding Air Traffic Controller and a Communications/Information Professional of the
Year (E1 to E5). The Air Force Communications Agency and the Air Force Flight Standards Agency will select the
Airman to be honored each year.  The Awards were for 2006 were presented to these outstanding airmen by
Lt. General Michael Peterson, SAF/XC and Col William Malec, Air Mobility Command. The Air Traffic Controller
of the Year was SrA Joshua Matias, Air Mobility Command and the Communications/Information Professional of
the Year was SSgt Jacob Flores, Air Force Material Command.
The 2007 Air Traffic Controller of the Year is A1C Sarah B. O’Brien of the 3 OSS, Elmendorf AFB, AK and the
Communications/Information Professional of the Year is SSgt Jaclyn Rutan of 3 CS, Elmendorf AFB, AK.

The AACS Alumni Association WELCOMES all our new Air Force active duty “readers” and hopes that you will
enjoy our official publication and take part in this great Alumni Association, who continues to maintain a close
relationship with our active duty brethren.   It has been our custom for many years that if our annual conven-
tion/reunion is being held in a city close to an Air Force Base, we invite as our guests for the Banquet, mem-
bers of the local communications and air traffic control units.  At many of these Banquets, it is not unusual for
our older members to tell the “young Officers, NCO’s and Airmen”, sitting with us, that they should look
around, as in 40 to 50 years, they will be trading places with us.  It is our custom to have the Air Force Flight
Standards Agency (AFFSA) provide a “State of Air Force Air Traffic Control” presentation and the Senior Air
Staff Communications/Information Leadership to provide a “State of Air Force Communications/Information”
presentation, In addition, the Air Force Communications Agency (AFCA) History Office provides historical dis-
plays at our conventions/reunions to depict significant events in our Air Force Communications and Air Traffic
Control History. Stories and photos for “The AACS Communicator” should be forwarded to:
Hank Sauer, 111 Carson Lane, Oak Ridge, TN 37830 or email DirAACS@Comcast.net ( phone: 865-482-3013),
NOT LATER THAN APRIL 1st  AND OCTOBER 1st of each year.  

Questions about membership or about our Association should be addressed to:

Walt McLain, 4514 Haverty Dr, Knoxville, TN 37931-3657
or call 1-866-299-1045 Toll Free
Visit the AACS Web Site:   www.aacsalumni.com  
“Fellowship in the Company of Equals”
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Colonel Robert Steele
Retires

On June 19, 2007, Colonel
Steele, Commander of the Air
Force Communications Agency,
retired with over 27 years of
outstanding service to the Air
Force and our Country. Col
Steele is a Life Member of the
Alumni Association and
expects to continue his rela-
tionship with us for years to
come.  He was truly an out-
standing airman and leader.
Well done from all of us who
have worked with you since
May, 2005.
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The Communications/Information
Professional of the Year (2007)

The Air Force selected SSgt Jaclyn Rutan, of
the 3rd Communications Squadron,
Elmendorf AFB, Alaska, as the AACS
Communications/Information Professional of
the Year.  Sgt Rutan’s official Air Force write
up makes her a bona-fide “super star”.  She is
a radio/nav aids technician who has a strong
background and performance in resource
management.  She has saved the Air Force
millions of dollars with suggestions on “doing
it better” at lower costs.  Sgt Rutan is on her
second deployment to Iraq and plans on stay-
ing in the Air Force as a career.  Our congrat-
ulations on her selection.

She is 27 years old and was born in
Fallbrook, Calif.  She entered the AF in May
2000.  She attended the Ground Radio
Maintenance course at Kessler AFB, MS.
Among her military awards are the Air Force
Achievement Medal and the Air Force
Commendation Medal.  She is currently
attending college, working towards a
Bachelor’s Degree in Business Management.
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The AACS Air Traffic Controller of the Year (2007)

SRA SARAH O’BRIEN

AFSC:  1C151, Air Traffic Control Journeyman

Senior Airman Sarah O’Brien is an Air Traffic Control
Journeyman assigned to the Airfield Operations Flight, 3rd
Operations Support Squadron, Elmendorf AFB, Alaska.  She
is 23 years old.  Airman O’Brien was born in Bethesda,
Maryland on October 18, 1983.  She attended Smoky Hill
High School in Aurora, Colorado.  Airman O’Brien enlisted
in the Air Force on November 16th of 2004.  After complet-
ing basic military training at Lackland Air Force Base, Texas
she was assigned to Keesler Air Force Base, Mississippi for
technical training in the air traffic control career field.  She
was assigned to Elmendorf AFB, Alaska in May 2005, where
she obtained her five skill level in the air traffic control
career field as a tower controller.  Airman O’Brien has been
married to her husband Christopher for six years.

Can anyone identify the
Van To the left?

The following comments
were received about the
photo on page 24 of the
June 2007 AACS
Communicator !!!

Bob Spence said “The truck
is part of the ILS system

(SCS-51).  It was the localizer portion of the ILS.  We
had one at the end of the runway at Amchitka in
1946/1947.  It also had  a unique landing aide known
as FIDO.  Bob thinks that there were two other units
like this, located in England. (bob1sp@msn.com)

Norman Courter said “The photo in question is an ILS
system developed by the Army Air Force around 1941,
about the same time that the CAA (now FAA) devel-
oped a non-mobile type.

Harold “Pete” Corbin said: “The truck is the Localizer
transmitter of an ILS system. This unit transmits the sig-
nal to show the center of the runway.  A glide path
transmitter is located at the side of the runway and
transmits a signal at the right angle for an airplane to
follow to the ground.  I operated
This equipment at a B-29 base in the Chengtu area of
Western China in 1943/1944.  P.S. Would love to hear
from anyone who was with me in China. 

Frank Shandelman said:  The truck is part of the ILS
used in guiding aircraft landings during bad weather
and bad visibility.  This truck housed an RF transmitter
which radiated a localizer signal from the five Adcock
antennas mounted on the roof of the truck. (215) 945-
2043, see Frank’s letter elsewhere in this issue.

Editors Note:  Thanks much for identify-
ing the ILS Van.  Am happy to see so
many of our members reading the small
print in our AACS Communicators.
Hank Sauer
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14th Operations, Columbus AFB, MS

Courtesy of Capt’s Justin Mills & David Woodley

A1C Justin Caldwell & A1C Leslie Rangel training on ATCcoach simulator,  ATCoach was
procured in conjunction with the Standard Terminal Automation Replacement System

(STARS) and can be used as a simulator or as a live scope. 

TSgt Wendi Drusch scans the graphically-generated airfield during a Tower Simulator System
(TSS) training scenario.  Installed in 2005, the $800,000 TSS simulates the actual Columbus

AFB airfield environment on its six screens and features voice-recognition software that
responds to controller instructions.  One trainer can simultaneously train three controllers

while manipulating traffic intensity, weather, airfield lighting, emergency conditions
and pilot responses.
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Dear Hank:
Just read Art Masters comment
about Dave Jenkins and the
19th AACS Sq.  I joined the Sq
in May 1943, after spending the
previous year on Abadan
Island, Iran, making me proba-
bly the first AACS type assigned
to Africa or the Middle East. I
remained on the 4th AACS Sq’s
(Maxwell AB) morning report
until October 1942 due to a
clerical error, which cost me a
stripe compared to Chuck
Cohen, et al. We made Accra
from Iran on a 9 (megger
months ?) with our Wilcox 96A,
after we had been “up” for
months, with no one to commu-
nicate with.   I did not find any
other survivors of the 19th listed on the membership ros-
ter, but any survivors will remember David, as well as
“Dutch” Feldman, “Chuck” Cohen (both ROM Scott AB
graduates in my class.  Alex Artimovich (Arte – His sign
was “x” – he made Warrant in Cairo and others, including a
Lt Raley, who arrived in Cairo in 1944 and later was my Sq
Commander in the Pentagon (1956).

I spent two months in Cariro in 1943, went to
Tripoli as NCOIC of a small detachment,
returned to Cairo
for another year in November.

Arthur Elkins (aelkins143@earthlink.net)

EDITORS NOTE:  Don, good news travels in
pairs.  I
remember reading the issue of the Intercom

(July 1961) that the birth announcement was
in.  I was interested in reading about Maj
General Daniel Doubleday, as I was mad that
he was not selected as the first Commander
of AFCS.   In Feb 1971, my wife then A1C
Carol Sauer was stationed with me at RAF
Mildenhall (2147th Comm Sq) and gave birth
to a baby girl (Feb 21, 1971) while still on
active duty. The Doctors at RAF Lakenheath
Hospital thought she had a hole in her heart

and kept her on active duty until she gave birth.  In a
weak moment, when we opened the “Chiefs Club” at
Mildenhall at 8AM, I named her Alison Frances Cecelia
Sauer (AFCS). Our Sq Commander sent General Stoney
a message congratulating him on 
becoming a “Grandfather”.  This was Front page news
in the Intercom and again a year later on her first
birthday.   It is a small world !!  Hank Sauer



HELP – HELP – HELP
WE NEED YOUR HELP IN KEEPING YOUR DUES CURRENT AND
YOUR MAILING ADDRESS UP TO DATE.

DUES EXPIRE ON DECEMBE 31ST OF EACH YEAR.  YOU CAN TELL
THE YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE BY LOOKING AT THE ADDRESS
ELEMENT ON YOUR AACS COMMUNICATOR OR VISITING THE
AACS WWW.AACSALUMNI.COM WEB SITE AND LOOKING AT THE
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER.  YOUR DUES EXPIRATION YEAR IS
INCLUDED WITH YOUR FIRST NAME.

ALL DUES PAYMENTS AND MAILING ADDRESS CHANGES SHOULD
BE SENT TO “WALT McLAIN”, OUR DIRECTOR FOR MEMBERSHIP.

Walt McLain
4514 Haverty Dr.
Knoxville, TN 38931-3657
aacsmbrship@comcast.net 

If you want to talk to Walt, you can call him at our
TOLL FREE number: 1-866-299-1045

The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200723



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200724



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200725



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200726

Some memories of
Y-80 (Wiesbaden AB,

Germany) 
By Major Milton C. “Jack”
Rogers, when he was a
MSgt in the 1950/1951

time frame.



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200727

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER
SEPTEMBER 25, 2005

TAX EXEMPT STATEMENT

This is to certify that _________________________________of the AACS Alumni Association, Inc., is
a member in good standing and was an official delegates to a series of business meetings and
communications and air traffic control seminars at the 2007 Annual Convention, from
September 24 through September 28, 2005 at Las Vegas, NV.  The meetings and seminars were
conducted by and for the AACS Alumni Association members for educational, social and human-
itarian purposes and included the review and approval of charitable donations as authorized
for charitable organizations under Section 501 (c) (19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1994.
In addition, the delegates voted for individual members to fill vacant Board of Director posi-
tions that were scheduled for mandatory elections and the Delegates also voted on Associations
Constitution and By Law changes, and other administrative changes.  No goods or services were
provided to the delegates.

RAYMOND SHARPLESS
Original/Signed/typed

Raymond Sharpless, Treasurer
AACS Alumni Association, Inc.
ID 501 (C) (19), Employee Nbr: 38-3053651
State of Michigan, ID 814649

Certified:   Executive Director
IF REQUIRED, SIGNED COPIES OF THIS FORM SHOULD BE REQUESTED FROM 
Ray Sharpless, 113 Airway Lane, Belton, MO 64012 or Email:  rayshrplss@kc.rr.com 
______________________________________________________________________________________

Notes:  CORE DATES FOR THE CONVENTION WERE  MONDAY -, FRIDAY.
NOTE:  Widows or Widowers of Life Members are considered as Official AACS Alumni Members.
Spouses of deceased members, who continue to pay annual dues are also considered Official
AACS Alumni Members.  AACS Alumni Members are responsible for complying with all IRS rules
when submitting US TAX FORM 1040. 

For use with itemized U.S Tax Form 1040 submissions IAW IRS PUB 526.
Use the most current IRS authorized deductions for such things as:
Examples: Automobile Mileage ($.12 cents  per-mile,plus road and bridge tolls);
Meals, per-day per individual  ($14 per day for members in good standing) 
Motel/Hotel, Airfare, Rental car, parking (for period of reunion only)
Reunion registration and hotel gratuities.  YOU MUST KEEP RECEIPTS.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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1950 EUCOM Softball Champs

L-R (standing):  Maj Pomaville, John Spolar, Hoppy Hopkins, Lt. Kosmatka, 
COL JESS GUTHRIE (Commander), Tom Sapdelt, Bradley.

Front Row:  Shubrook, Frank Stewart, Terry Hummel, Tom Chambers, Billy Collins, Lyman Gates
(1st Sgt), unk, Travis & Capt E.J. Briggs. 
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What you missed at the
Las Vegas 2007 Convention/Reunion !

The Circus-Circus Casion & Hotel

September 24-28, 2007

We had 388 members & guests

And all had a great time.
See photo’s in this issue.

Next year we will be at the Settle Inn (Possible
name change to “The Stone Castle Hotel)

In

BRANSON, MISSOURI

Plan on coming and meet Old Friends &
Make new ones. 

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”
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You all Come to Branson in 2008 !!!!!!!!!
September 24-28, 2008

Settle Inn Resort & Convention Center
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AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2008
(Elected to new Board of Director positions at the Las Vegas Convention/Reunion were

Stan Phillips. Bill Bethea, Hank Sauer, Walt McLain & Gerry Prather)

Executive Director
Stan Phillips

Vice Director     Executive Secretary     Treasurer
Bill Bethea                         Bob Akard         Ray Sharpless

Editor/Publisher            Dir. for Membership        Sgt-at-Arms
Hank Sauer             Walt McLain          Gerry Prather
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Convention Pictures from Las VegasConvention Pictures from Las Vegas



The AACS Communicator    •    •    November 200735

Convention Pictures from Las VegasConvention Pictures from Las Vegas
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas

Duke Snyder - Life Achievement Award Maj. Gen. Prather
Thomas F. Buckley Service Award
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas 
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas
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More Convention Pictures from Las VegasMore Convention Pictures from Las Vegas
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2007 AACS HONORS
(Presented at Las Vegas, September 2007)

AACS Hall of Honor

The AACS Alumni Association honored the following individuals for their
outstanding support to the AACS Alumni Association and for their superior

performance and contributions to the Air Force.  

Colonel James Lauducci
CMSgt Charles Teston

AACS Life Achievement Award

Duke Snyder

AIR FORCE HALL OF FAME 2008 AACS NOMINEE 

Maj. General Gerald Prather (ret)

Annual Recruiting Award

E.R. Rainey

THOMAS F BUCKLEY AWARD

Maj. General Gerald Prather

2007 Communications/Information Professional of the Year

SSgt Jacyln Rutan

2007 Air Traffic Controller of the Year

SrA Sarah O’Brien
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George Villa

An Outstanding Alumni Member

Life Member George Villa has been selected as the USO Pacific Area
Volunteer of the Year, for the second time.  George has been a volunteer
for over 20 years and has over 15,000 hours as a volunteer.  

Well done George, you make us all proud.

Hank Sauer/Editor/Publisher
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You Never Know Who You Are Talking To !!!

It was Dec 23 or 24, 1957.  I was an air traffic controller in the US Air Force at Yokota AFB, Japan.  Along
about 7pm a military transport (C-47) was entering into our air space bound for South Korea.  It was a
routine matter until this female voice came crackling over my head set.  Since this would not be a big
deal in today’s world, it was unheard of in 1957 since there were no female military pilots that I knew of
at the time.  I put her transmissions on the loud speaker so that all the controllers in the room could
hear.  The voice was really sexy and sounded familiar.  She did not follow correct air/ground terminology.
Then she introduced herself------it was Jane Mansfield.  She was flying with the Bob Hope show that just
performed at Johnson AFB, about 25 miles from us.  She asked if I had seen the show.  Told her no ----I
drew the short straw and had to work.  Twenty guys in the room went crazy when she purred ---“That’s a
shame, maybe you can see me on our next trip”.   Needless to say, I returned to the states 4 months later
and never got the chance to see her in person.  But I still can remember her voice and a time long past.

Armand “Pete” Palmerine
3709 E. Feather Ave
Gilbert, AZ 85234
480-807-6862

Pete worked for the FAA after his Air force days, for 36 years.  He retired in 1995.  He relocated to
Phoenix in 1997 to be close to his kids. 

Editors Note:  Thanks Pete, many of us can remember the Bob Hope shows and how many we all missed
because of duty schedules.
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AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
MEMBERSHIP  APPLICATION

MAIL TO:  Mr. Walt McLain, 4514 Haverty Dr., Knoxville, TN 37931-3657
Email:aacsmbrship@comcast.net 
Types of Membership
Life  & Regular Membership is based on service (men and women) as a commissioned officer, warrant officer, non-commis-
sioned officer, enlisted or civilian, who has served  or is serving in any communications/information or air traffic control unit or
holds or held a MOS, AFSC or other skill identifier as a communicator/information, air traffic controller or support skill in any Air
Force Major Air Command (AACS, ACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, SAC, TAC, ADC, USAFSS MAC, etc., or the current com-
mands)  Spouses of a surviving member are also eligible for Regular membership.  The Life Membership of a deceased member
will transfer to the surviving spouse unless he/she requests otherwise. Associate Membership is subject to the approval of the
Alumni Associations Executive Board for individuals who actively supported any communications/information or air traffic con-
trol activity, but otherwise does not meet the criteria for Life or Regular Membership. Associate Members are not eligible to vote
or to hold office in the Association, but are treated like all other members.

Regular and Associate Membership dues are $10.00 per-year, payable in two-year increments.
Life Memberships are based on age:
To – 50 years of age = $165
51 – 60 years of age  = $145
61 – 70 years of age  = $115
71 --?  Years if age  = $75

Life Membership ___Regular___Associate ___Amouunt of money enclosed: $______
(check one category of membership and make check out to AACS Alumni Association)
PRINT CLEARLY

Date:______FIRST NAME: ______________MI ____LAST NAME_____________SPOUSES  FIRST NAME__________________
HAM SIGN_________________EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________

UNIT(s) AND COMMAND(s) (For the Membership Roster – limited to approximately 2 units and 3 abbreviated
Commands) ___________________________________________________________________

**DATES SERVED IN AF or Armed Forces: __________(44-46, 48-75, 50-54 etc) (IMPORTANT)
ERA’s Served: ____________________________(WWII, Korea, RVN, Gulf, etc) 
St.Address;____________________City___________________State___ZIP_________-_______(9 digits)
Country:__________________
Phone Number:__________________Date of Birth:____________(Important)
Service Status: Officer__Warramt__Enlisted__Civilian__Tech Rep __  Other___ 
How were you recruited: Members Name___________________, Web Site _______,Magazine ___________(provide
name) or other ______________________________Combat area or Base:_______________Additional Comm/ATC
units____________________What did you do in the AF: ____________________________e.g. Tower, GCA, Crypto, Radio
Maint, Personnel, etc)

NOTE: AACS covers 1938-1961, AFCS covers 1961-1979, AFCC covers 1979-1993, AFC4A. AFCA and/or AFFSA covers
1993 to present. List other commands as appropriate.
If you have any questions contact Mac Walt McLain at TOLL FREE  1-866-299-1045
PLEASE COMPLETE ALL INFORMATION

If you are a “SNOWBIRD” PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING:
(The AACS Communicators are mailed around 15 May & 15 Nov)

Second St. Address:________________________City:_______________State____ZIP _______-____
Second Phone Number:______________If different email address;________________________
Dates this second address will be used:   From_______________TO_______________________
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The 2007 PA Reunion Group
DuBois, PA

Ladies: Front L-R:  Rose Zackary, Theresa Kline, Verma Burkett, Marion Hopkins, Wilma
Wilson Ruth Cooper, Doris Clark & Marilyn Mette
Back Row: L-R: Sharon Owens, Carolyn Chappell, Mildred Ruthowski, Helen Salada,
and Norma Mallory.

Men: Front L-R:  Ralph Kline, Richard Chappell, Richard Wilson, Alan Zackary, George
Anthony, Roy Hopkins, William Burkett, Howard Cooper, & Ed Ruthowski.
Back Row: L-R:   Leon Salada, Sherman Hollopetor, Leo Marsh, Charles Mette,
John Mallory, Richard Celland, Ray Owens, William Stewart & Leonard Clark.
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AACS Recruiting Drive

David Moore was appointed the AACS Recruiting Coordinator after the Covington, KY Convention/Reunion in 2006.
Since then David has visited 17 Air Force Bases talking to the Communicators and the Air traffic Controllers.  He has
held briefings on who we are and what we stand for.  For those units that were not already receiving copies of our
AACS Communicators, he left them copies and we have placed all of those units on our mailing list.  He also left them
copies of our AACS Brochure that provides more information about our Alumni Association.  

David has visited; Barksdale AF LA, Columbus AFB MS, Charleston AFB SC,
Dyess AFB TX, Eglin AFB FL, Goodfellow AFB TX, Robins AFB Ga, Seymour-
Johnson AFB NC, Sheppard AFB TRX, Tyndall AFB, FL Hurlburt Field FL,
Keesler AFB MS, Laughlin AFB TX, Little Rock AFB AR, Moody AFB GA, Pope
AFB NC and Randolph AFB TX.

We are looking for members who live close to active
duty Air Force Bases to act as our interface with them.
We will provide copies of the AACS Communicators
and Brochures to use in any briefings and of course
membership applications.  Please contact Stan
Phillips, Executive Director or Hank Sauer,
Editor/Publisher for more information.

AACS Alumni Awards Policy 

Lots of our members ask questions like “How did “he” get into the Air Force Communications/Information Hall of
Fame?” or “What did “John” do to receive an AACS Life Achievement Award ?”.  The answer to these questions is
that one of our AACS Alumni Association members took the time to read the AACS Policies on the procedures to
nominate another member and then take the time to prepare a good write up as required by the AACS policies.
Member nominations go to the AACS Committee for the AF Hall of Fame and the AACS Hall of Honor, and
nominations for the AACS Life Achievement Award, which only requires a narrative write up goes to the Executive
Director. The AF Hall of Fame & AACS Hall of Honor Committee members are published in each AACS Communicator
on page 2.

The AACS Alumni Board of Directors reviews all nominations and is the final authority to approve or reject a nomi-
nation and in the case of committee rankings of nominees, change the order of ranking.  The Board of Directors
does not have the authority to select or approve any individual for an award that does not conform to the current
policies.

The Air Force Communications/Information Hall of Fame, the AACS Hall of Honor and the AACS Life Achievement
Award policies are posted on the AACS Web Site www.aacsalumni.comand have been published in the AACS
Membership Roster. Copies of our award policies can be obtained by contacting the Executive Secretary, Executive
Director or the editor/Publisher.

If any members feels that another member, current or deceased, is worthy of being honored by the AACS Alumni
Association and meets the criteria for selection, then he/she has to take the time to submit a nomination.  There are
no short cuts to alter the current policies.  

Hank Sauer
Chair of Hall of Fame and Hall of Honor
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AAGESEN, ED
AAGESEN, MARY
AGAN JR, ANDY
AKARD, BOB
AKARD, TRAUTCHEN
ARCENEAUX, JOHN
ARCENEAUX, LINDA
ARCHER, JAMES
BEACHUM, SHIRLEY
GIVEN, STANLEY
BELK II, JOHN H.
BENSON, SHERMAN
BERRY, OTTIS
BERRY, MARION
BETHEA, BILL
CROOK, PAULINE
BORAH, MSgt ED
HUGHES, 1Lt ROBERT
BOYCE, DOUGLAS
BRAND, CHARLES
BRAND, LIV
BREWER, ROBERT
ROMER, BOBBIE
KORBOL, M. J.
BRYCE, BILL
BUCKLEY, MONIKA
BUTCHER, MIKE
CALLAHAN, JESSE
CALLAHAN, LUE
CAMP, BERNIE
CAMP, CHRIS
CARSON, ROBERT
CASSATT, WILLIAM C.
CAVANAUGH, CRAIG
CHANDLER, GARY
CHANDLER, DEBRA
CLARK, LEONARD
CLARK, DORIS
CLINTON, BILL
LUJAN, TERRI
CLOUD, EUEL
CLOUD, CHARLENE
COLE, CMSgt LAWRENCE
COLLIE, GEORGE
COLLIE, ELEANOR
COREY, JOHN
CRIPE, JOHN
DAVIDSON, THOMAS
DAVIDSON, MARY
DE BORD, WALLACE
DE BORD, ANN
MENGIS, DIANNA
DELGADO, FRANK

RIDLEN, DOROTHY
DILLON, JESSE
BILLY, PHYLLIS
DOERING, CHARLES
DOMAIN, FRANK
DOMAIN, PAT
DOMAIN, MALCOLM
DONNELL, DOUG
DONNELL, NANCY
TWEDT, SUSIE
DORAN, FRANCIS F.
DORAN, LIBBY
GEARY, MICHAEL
GEARY, PAMELA
DUFFY, JAMES
DUFFY, JOSEPH
HUPE, MECHTHILD
DUMONT, ALVIN
DUMONT, MARY ANN
LANDOSKY, NORMA
LANDOSKY, VIRGINIA
DUNCAN, DICK
DUNCAN, GERRY
DUNKIN, BEN
DUNKIN, MARY ANN
MARPLE, DICK
MARPLE, TAMMY
DUNN, GORDON
EARLE, ROBERT
EPPERSON, DOTTIE
EASTLY, DOUG
EASTLY, KEVIN
ECHOLS, WILLIAM
SENEF, BRADLEY
ELWELL, REX
ELWELL, MARGARET
FILLIPS, STANLEY
FLAHERTY, JOHN
BRAUN, JULIE
FREEMAN, JOHN
FREEMAN, BETTY
FRYE, DICK
FRYE, PAT
FURNIA, CLARENCE
FURNIA, BARBARA
GALLANT, NORMAN
GALLANT, PHYLLIS
GANNON, JOSEPH
GANNON, DOLORES
GIEGER, ROBERT
GIEGER, CATHERINE
GILES, JIM
GILES, LARRY

GILLIS, DICK
GREENBERG, WALTER
GREENBERG, CAROLE
GRIESELDING, LOU
GRIESELDING, MARY
GUIGNARD, LESTER
GUIGNARD, BARBARA
GUNN, DAVID
GUNN, ELIZABETH
GUYTON, ITHEL
HABER, LtCol MATTHEW
HABER, JANE
HAGGART, BILL (ALBERT)
HAGGART, KATHY
HAMM, LESTER
HARPER, ROBERT
HARPER, BRENDA
HAYS, EUGENE
HAYS, EILEEN
HEARN, JOHN
HEARN, MARGE
HEBNER, ROBERT
HEBNER, ANN
HEISTER, LARRY
HEISTER, ZOE
HELLER, LAWRENCE
HELLER, MAUREEN
HENDRICKS, RICHARD
HOUCK, WENDELL
HOUCK, LANA
BRYANT, GERALDINE
HOWARD, RONALD
HOWARD, DELIA
HOWELL, ROBERT
DAVIS, FRANCES
HOYT, GEORGE
HOYT, GLORIA
HUDSON, JACK
HUDSON, VERENA
HUNTER, MICHAEL
HURD, JACK
HURD, DORIS
JEAN, JOHN
JEAN, HELEN
JENSEN, OTTO H.
JENSEN, INGE
JOSKA, JAMES
JOSKA, NINA
JOYNER, JAMES
JOYNER, LINDA
KANIA, GILBERT
KANIA, EILEEN
KARAS, NICK

Attendees - 2007 Las Vegas Convention/Reunion (316)
(MEMBERS GUESTS ARE LISTED UNDER MEMBERS NAME)



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200767

KARAS, JOAN
KELLEY, CMSgt WILLIAM T
KELLY, DANIEL
KELLY, VIRGINIA
KIDNER, MARY  ANN
KIDNER, MIKE
KORYNTA, JIM
LAMPITOK, RICHARD
LAMPITOK, ROSEMARIE
LAWRENCE, ROBERT
LEE, ALBION
TERRY, FORDE
LEMMONS, TOM
LEMMONS, PATSY
LESKE, ZAZEL
MATTHEWS, SANDY
NELSON, ZEEAN
LILLY, SPURGEON
CODY, MARIAN
MAGINNIS, CB "MAC"
MAGINNIS, STEVE
MARTIN, CHIP
MARZULLO, TOM
MARZULLO, COREY
MATTINGLY, JIM
MATTINGLY, SANDIE
McCANN, ALBERT
McCANN, MARGARET
McCLAIN, WILLIAM
McCRACKEN, MAC
McCRACKEN, GERMAINE
McCULLOUGH, EDGAR
McCULLOUGH, YEN LI
MILAZZO, FRANK
MILES, WILLIAM
MILLER, CHRISTOPHER
MILLER, MARCELLA
MILLER, CLARENCE
MILLER, VICKE
McKESKA, RON
McKESKA, LORRY
MILLER, MAJOR
MOORE, DAVID
MOORE, ANN
MOSLEY, BILL
MUSICK, CAROL
MUSICK, SHIRLEY
MYERS, WILLIAM
NELSON, RALPH
NIEZGODA, JR, JOSEPH
NIEZGODA, BARBARA
NOBREGA, NOBBY
NORBERG, CHARLES
REICHARD, JANET
O'BRIEN, SrA SARAH
O'BRIEN, SSgt CHRIS

O'BRIEN, TIMOTHY
O'BRIAN, JANET
PALMORE, BILL
PASTORE, DONALD
PASTORE, VALERIE
PAYTONJIAN, RICHARD
PAYTONJIAN, SUSAN
PELLETREAU, PETER
PENDERGRAFT, WILLIAM
PENDERGRAFT, ILENE
PERENOVICH, RODNEY
PETERSON, LTGEN 
MICHAEL
PHILLIPS, STAN
PHILLIPS, JO-ANN
PHILLIPS, STEVE
PHILLIPS, THERESE
PICKERING, ROBERT
PICKERING, IRENE
PRATHER, MGEN GERALD
PRATHER, CAROLYN
RAINEY, E. R.
RAINEY, RITA
REID, RICK
REID, MAGGIE
REYNIERSE, ROBERT
REYNIERSE, CHIZUKO K.
ROBILLARD, CHUCK
RONEY, FRANK
WINTER, BARBARA
SUTHERLAND, LINDA
ROSENBERG, ALLAN
ROSENBERG, LINDA
ROUW, LEONARD
RUSH, DALE
RUTAN, CHARLOTTE
RUTAN, ASHLEY
SAKKINEN, WILLIAM
SAKKINEN, IRMGARD
SARE, WILLIAM
ULAND, WILLIAM
SAUER, HANK
SCATURO, CHRIS
SCATURO, LOUISE
SCHAAB, JOHN
SCHAAB, JANICE
SCIARRATTA, FELIX
SEEKS, DONALD
SHACKELFORD, IRA "JIM"
SHACKELFORD, FREDA
SHARPLESS, RAY
SHOOK, RICH
SHOOK, DEB
SILVERSTONE, LORRAINE
SOMRAK, SHERYL
SMITH, DALE

SNYDER, ROBERT L.
SNYDER, P. A.
DOERFLER, GREGG
DOERFLER, DARLA
SOPER, FRED
SOPER, JESSIE
SPENCE, ROBERT
SPENCE, MARTHA
SPIVEY, EMERSON
SPIVEY, OLIVE
STEWART, WILLIAM
STEWART, DOREEN
STROMWALL, DEAN
STROMWALL, REBA
SULT, STORMY
WEITZER, TINE'
SUTTON, JAMES
SUTTON, YOKO
SWARTZ, HAROLD
TAYLOR, CHARLES
TAYLOR, BARBARA
THOMAS, LEONARD W.
THOMAS, RICHARD
THOMAS, ALICE
THOMPSON, BILL
THOMPSON, MARY ANN
THOMPSON, HARRY
THOMPSON, AKI
TRAVIS, RICHARD
TURNER, RALPH
TURNER, MARY LOU
VENABLE, CAL
VENABLE, MARY
EPSTEIN, TERRY
EPSTEIN, SHARON
VILLA, GEORGE
WALTERS, RALPH
WATKINS, LAWRENCE
WHITE, ELMO
WHITE, PEGGY
WILSON, DAVID
WILSON, PETRA
WISENER, HOWARD
WISENER, ESPERANZA
YORK, JOHN
YORK, BETH
ZERWAS, MELVIN
ZIMMERMAN, JOHN
ZIMMERMAN, KAREN



The AACS Communicator    •            •    November 200768



NEW PX/BX ITEMS

Our Supply “Clerk” has added two new items for our
well dressed Alumni Members.  A Blue Wind Shirt with our AACS embroidered patch,
made of nylon and lined with a cotton lining and new original Blue AACS Patches. The
Windshirt is ideal for spring and fall outer garments. Initially they will be stocked in
Medium, Large and Extra Large sizes.  See PX/BX order form in this issue.  Price for

the Windshirt is $23.00, including shipping.  We have added “The Old Blue
AACS Patch” without AACS –AFCS –AFCC embroidered on it. Cost is

$8.00, including shipping.

SEE PAGE 68 FOR ORDER FORM
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OUR AIR FORCE
TODAY



The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Alumni Association meeting
was held in Columbus, Ohio in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “emeritus” Larry

Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as a result of a conversation with
“Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.  Some of
the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal,
Ken Klise, Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux

LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson, Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.
This group established the high standards that still drive the AACS Alumni Association
and we owe them and all the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion a

great big “Thank You”

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
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EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS

1977 – 1978 Hack Neal
1979 – 1980 Bob Dickerson
1981 – 1982 Joe Beler
1983 – 1984 Don Donnell
1985 – 1986 Wally Bailey
1987 – 1991 Bob Brewer
1992 – 1993 Cal Venable
1994 – 1997 Jasper Vaughn
1998 – 2001 Hank Sauer
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer

2008 - Stan Phillips

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”



TO: THOSE POTENTIAL MEMBERS OF THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

QUESTION:  WHO OR WHAT IS THE AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ?

ANSWER: An Association that is comprised of members who began their service in the Army Air
Force before WWII and who served in the first dedicated  communications element to provide
communications and air traffic control as its primary mission and members who have served since
then in any communications or air traffic control unit, including those serving today.  This new
Army Air Force organization, was formed in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways
Communications System” (AACS).  During WWII, it was renamed the “Air Communications
Service” (ACS) and placed under the then “Air Transport Command” and within months was
renamed once again to the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS).  In 1961, AACS
was elevated to a Major Air Command and renamed “Air Force Communications Service”
(AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to “Air Force Communications Command” (AFCC).  In
the early 1990’s the Air Force was undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of functions
and AFCC was downsized and renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, Communications &
Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was renamed the “Air Force
Communications Agency” (AFCA) which is still an active Air Force organization.  Also in the
early 1990’s, the Air Force created the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency” (AFFSA) and reas-
signed air traffic control responsibilities to this new Agency.

Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association was formed (1977) the membership criteria
changed  from individuals who only served in AACS units, to include all communicators/informa-
tion/air traffic control and support skills regardless of what Major or Joint Command an individ-
ual served in, including today’s active duty personnel.

Because of the heritage of the letters “AACS” and its unique contributions to long-haul communi-
cations and air traffic control, the Association has decided to maintain “AACS” as our organiza-
tional name.  This could change in the future as our members who served from 1938 to 1961 are
added to our “Missed Roll Call” list, and a new organizational name becomes more appropriate.

While the answer above is long, the short answer is “any individual who served or is serving in
any Air Force Communications or Air Traffic Control unit, in any skill set, from 1938- to today,
“is” the AACS Alumni Association.

The AACS motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, but the glue
that holds us all together through the different decades.  The AACS Alumni Association is com-
prised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers, which includes over 50 General
Officers.

AACS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, INC.

R.P. Sauer – Editor/Publisher
111 Carson Lane

Oak Ridge, TN 37830

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED
NOVEMBER 2007

“CHECK THE ADDRESS LABEL TO SEE 
WHEN YOUR DUES EXPIRE”

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage Paid

Oak Ridge, TN 37830
Permit No. 189

MEMBERS FULL ZIP CODE 
NEEDED

In the not too distant future, the
U.S. Postal Service is going to

require that all NINE (9) Digits of
your ZIP mailing address must be 
on all U.S. Mailings. In order to 
ensure that our AACS Database

has your 9 digit ZIP code,
please check your address on

this issue of the AACS
Communicator, and if the last
FOUR (4) digits are missing,

please notify Walt McLain, our
Director for Membership of the full

ZIP Code.

This is an important action, as
some of the Postal Workers think

that the first enforcement of having
all NINE (9) digits on

mailings, will be in BULK mailing.

Contact Walt:
Walt McLain

4514 Haverty Drive
Knoxville, TN 37931-3657
aacsmbrship@comcast.net
1-866-299-1045 TOLL FREE


