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The Major General Van C. Doubleday
ATC Enlisted Manager of the Year (2012)

U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E

MASTER SERGEANT TRACY J. MARTINEZ
Master Sergeant Tracy J. Martinez is the Radar Approach Control Chief
Controller, 48th Operations Support Squadron, RAF Lakenheath, England.
She directs air traffic control service supporting 25,000 48th Fighter Wing,
British, North Atlantic Treaty Organization and transient aircraft
operations annually.  Sergeant Martinez leads, supervises and mentors 35
personnel applying Federal Aviation Administration, United States Air
Force and United Kingdom Air Traffic Control rules.  She formulates and
coordinates Air Traffic Control letters of agreement and operations
letters with United Kingdom and United States Air Forces in Europe.
Sergeant Martinez is entrusted with weather, communications, air traffic
control simulators and automated systems valued in excess of  $9.2M.

Sergeant Martinez joined the Air Force in December 1992 and was assigned as an Inventory
Management Apprentice.  After four years, Sergeant Martinez cross trained into the Air Traffic
Control career field.  Her background includes experience as a Control Tower Watch Supervisor,
Radar Approach Control Watch Supervisor, Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of Air Traffic
Control Training, Non-Commissioned Officer in Charge of Air Traffic Control Standardization and
Evaluations and Tower Chief Controller and Radar Approach Control Chief Controller.  

During her tenure in the Air Force, Sergeant Martinez has deployed in direct support of
Operations SOUTHERN WATCH, IRAQI FREEDOM, ENDURING FREEDOM and NEW DAWN. 

EDUCATION
• 1997, Airman Leadership School, Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota
• 2001, Non-Commissioned Officer Enhancement Seminar, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan
• 2002, Awarded Associate Degree, Instructor in Technical Military Science, Community College of the Air Force
• 2004, Awarded Associate Degree, Airway Science, Community College of the Air Force 
• 2004, Non-Commissioned Officer Academy, Keesler AFB, Mississippi
• 2008, Awarded Associate Degree, Business Administration/Logistics Management, Community College of the Air Force
• 2011, Senior Enlisted Joint Professional Military Education, Joint Forces Staff College, National Defense University
• 2011, Awarded Technical/Occupational Certificate, Administrative Management, Community College of the Air Force
• 2012, Senior Non-Commissioned Officer Academy, Gunter AFB, Alabama

ASSIGNMENTS 
• December 1992 - February 1993, Student, Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, Texas
• February 1993 - April 1995, Inventory Management Apprentice, Castle AFB, California
• April 1995 - November 1998, Inventory Management Journeyman, Grand Forks AFB, North Dakota
• November 1998 - December 1998, Student, Air Traffic Control Technical Training School, Keesler AFB, Mississippi
• December 1998 - April 2003, Radar Approach Control Watch Supervisor, Kadena AB, Okinawa, Japan
• April 2003 - July 2006, Air Traffic Control Technical Training School Instructor, Keesler AFB, Mississippi
• July 2006 - July 2007, Radar Approach Control Watch Supervisor, Osan AB, Republic of Korea
• July 2007 - August 2009, Tower Watch Supervisor, Dyess AFB, Texas
•  August 2009 - Present, Radar Approach Control Chief Controller, RAF Lakenheath, England

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS  
• Meritorious Service Medal
• Air Force Commendation Medal with three oak leaf clusters
• Air Force Achievement Medal with one oak leaf cluster

OTHER ACHIEVEMENTS
• 2012 Air Force ATC Enlisted Manager of the Year
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The Major General Gerald L. Prather
Communications/Information Professional of the Year (2012)

U N I T E D   S T A T E S   A I R   F O R C E

SENIOR AIRMAN JOHNNY B. LASTER JR.
Senior Airman Johnny B. Laster is a Tactical Network Operations
Technician, 1st Combat Communications Squadron, Ramstein Air Base,
Germany.  He is responsible for the maintenance and deployment
readiness of eight mobilized tactical communication network
infrastructure and computer system suites worth $3.7 million which are
utilized to support 1,200 users and deployed commanders.  The 1st
Combat Communications Squadron provides combat-ready forces and
equipment for Joint Task Force, Combined/Joint Air and Space Operations
Center, Theater Air Base and tactical operations worldwide.  Furthermore,
the 1st Combat Communications squadron mobilizes and deploys
communications and air traffic control systems for peacetime and wartime
contingencies throughout Europe, Africa, Asia, and the Middle East in
support of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, U.S. European Command, U.S. Africa Command, U.S. Central
Command and North Atlantic Treaty Organization.

Senior Airman Laster entered the Air Force in February 2007 and immediately joined the Fire
Fighter career field.  Shortly after his tenure as a Fire Fighter Apprentice, Senior Airman Laster
cross trained into the Voice Network Systems career field.  His background includes Cisco switch-
ing and routing configurations, data cabling, telephone switching and network administration.  

During his current assignment, Senior Airman Laster was deployed 102 days in support of
Operations ODYSSEY DAWN and UNIFIED PROTECTOR during which he provided support to 1,400
North Atlantic Treaty Organization personnel allowing for 26,000 sorties which employed 291
weapons enabling the enforcement of a no-fly zone over Libya within 24 hours in accordance with
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1973.  While deployed in support of Operation UNIFIED
PROTECTOR, Senior Airman Laster and his team forward deployed command, control, communica-
tions, computers, and intelligence equipment supporting the relocation of $33 million in intelli-
gence, surveillance and reconnaissance aircraft which was key in the destruction of 16 surface-to-
air missile sites and 94 enemy command centers.  Additionally, Senior Airman Laster mobilized
tactical equipment enabling Combined Endeavor 2009 in Bosnia and Combined Endeavor 2010 in
Romania.

EDUCATION
• 2009 Airman Professional Development Seminar, Ramstein AB, Germany
• 2010 Security+ Boot Camp, Ramstein AB, Germany 

ASSIGNMENTS 
• February 2007 - March 2007, Student, Basic Military Training, Lackland AFB, Texas
• March 2007 - November 2007, Firefighter Apprentice, Goodfellow AFB, Texas
• November 2007 - April 2008, Student, Voice Network Systems Training, Sheppard AFB, Texas
• April 2008 - Present, Tactical Network Operations Technician, 1st Combat Communications Squadron, 

Ramstein AB, Germany 

MAJOR AWARDS AND DECORATIONS
Air Force Achievement Medal
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New Air Force Space Command, Vice Commander

Lt. General John E. Hyten has been appointed as the
Vice Commander, AF Space Command,
Peterson AFB Colorado.  General Hyten replaces Lt.
General Michael Basla, who has been assigned
as the SAF/CIO A6 in the Pentagon.  General Hyten
brings a Space Command background to his
new position. His last position was, Director, Space
Programs, Office of the Secretary of the
Air Force, for Acquisitions, Washington, DC.

We wish him much success in  his new job.
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2012 Air Force Hall of Fame
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From The Desk of the Executive Director

What a great reunion in San Antonio.  Our hosts, Dave and Cheryl Kovach
treated us to a fabulous program.  There was certainly something for
everyone - from the Hill/Wine county tour and the visit to the National
WWII Pacific War Museum, to the “usual” San Antonio highlights such as a
tour of the Alamo and a river walk barge cruise.  Many of our association
members had the opportunity to take a walk down memory lane as we
watched the Basic Military Training graduation ceremony, followed by a
flightline and control tower tour.  Of course, we enjoyed the usual
camaraderie and just plain fun of meeting up with friends and sharing
special times together.  A hearty thanks, once again, to Dave and Cheryl

for their efforts in hosting a first class reunion. 

Highlighting our banquet, we were honored to have Major General Suzanne M. Vautrinot, 24th
Air Force Commander as the guest speaker.   As the 24th Air Force Commander, General
Vautrinot is responsible for forces which plan and conduct cyberspace operations.  Her
presentation at the reunion banquet framed the importance of cyber operations to today's
warfighter.  Computer communications and information processing has brought revolutionary
changes to military operations - commanders on the ground really can know “what's over the
next hill” and aircrews can target with pinpoint precision or avoid threats with instantaneous
updates delivered right to the cockpit.  But connecting it all is a vast network that can be
disrupted or spoofed.  Today's cyber airmen are carrying on the legacy of communicators of old
- the medium may be a bit different, but the story is one that we've heard before.  Remember
the attempts by the Soviets to disrupt the Berlin Airlift by spoofing our navigational aids?  Or
how many HF radio operators remember picking signals out of the noise (or jamming) to get the
message through?  Or remember the bad guys in Southeast Asia trying to spoof our radio nets?
The more things change, the more they remain the same.   Today's cyber warrior is carrying out
the same mission with the same dedication to duty as always - it's about making sure that the
warfighter has the right information at the right time to put bombs on target.  It's a mission that
bonds all of us in the Comm, ATC, and Cyber worlds.  Our Association truly melds the past,
present, and future.

Mark your calendars now for 18-22 September, 2013 for the 37th convention/reunion in
Knoxville, TN.  Hank Sauer and Bob Akard are well on the road to planning a great
program for us.

See you in Knoxville!

Doug Donnell
Executive Director
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AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
36th Annual Business Meeting - San Antonio, Texas

September 22, 2012
The following outline summarizes the Business Meeting:
The meeting was called to order by Executive Director (ED) Douglass Donnell, who then called
for our Chaplain, Don Seeks, to give the invocation. Then followed the presentation of the
colors followed by the Pledge of Allegiance. 

Executive Secretary, Bob Akard asked the members to confirm the contents of the Business
Meeting held in St. Louis in Sept, 2011 as they appeared in the Nov. 2011 Communicator.  The
minutes were confirmed.

Our Membership director, Walt McLain, explained the alarming decline in membership. Our
primary source of new members continues to originate from our web-site. Walt appealed to all
of us for recruitment, as a part of our obligation as concerned members. 

Before introducing our Treasurer, ED Doug Donnell explained the basic soundness of the
association's financial status. He explained the Board commitment the day before to come to
next year's Board Meeting with financial plans to avoid further assets decline. Ideas being
considered are recognizing Life Members who volunteer to become Contributing Life Members,
the possible selling of limited advertisements in our two annual Communicators and to putting
the November Communicator on the Web site, and not printing or mailing.  Treasurer, Cindy
Allison Explained our Assets Report for F/Y ending 06-30-12. This was followed by a review of
the Income/Expenses Report for year 2012. 

Editor Publisher, Hank Sauer, reported on the costs of publishing and distributing our
semi-annual Communicators. Many of us could be reading the November issues of the
Communicator on the Web site, if we fail to reduce our expenses.  He asked that all members
update their email address by using the Change feature on the web site or advising the
Director for Membership  of the changes direct.  Conventions for 2013 and 2014 were con-
firmed. Next year will be in Knoxville, TN on Sept 18-22, 2013. Some details for Knoxville were
given and Hank Sauer and Bob Akard were introduced as hosts. Doug reported on the pending
contract to be signed for Colorado Springs, CO for Sept 24-28, 2014 to be hosted by Jim
Weber.  The nominating committee presented for membership voting the nominations of Gerry
Sonnenburg for Vice Director and Al Dumont for Sgt-at-Arms. Both were elected.
The annual memorial service, Missed Roll Call, for known departed members was conducted by
General Gerry Prather and Bill Bethea. Then the golf tournament winners were introduced. 
Our special guest speaker was Maj. Gen. Suzanne Vautrinot who commands the 24th Air Force,
the Air Forces Cyber, and the Air Force Network Operations. She was one of the most dynamic
speakers we ever had. Nothing was scripted. General Vautrinot interacted with the attendees
and held their attention. She began recruiting some non-members present and got commit-
ments to our association before she gave up. She is encouraged to return to our future con-
ventions, and most certainly to Knoxville. 
With special appreciation to all members, present or not,
Bob Akard, Executive Secretary. 
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AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
36th Annual Board of Directors Meeting - San Antonio, Texas

September 22, 2012
Executive Director (ED) Doug Donnell opened the 36th annual Board Meeting with a statement
of appreciation to the Board for its active participation during the past year conducting the
needed business of the Association. Executive Secretary Bob Akard asked for approval of the
minutes of last year's Board meeting in St. Louis as they appeared in the November issue of the
Communicator. Board approved. There was no further old business brought forward. He then
requested and received formal approval for a convention to be held on Sept. 18-22, 2013 in
Knoxville, TN to be hosted by Hank Sauer and Bob Akard. This will be followed by a contract to
be executed next week with the Marriott in Colorado Springs, CO on Sept. 24-28, 2014. Also, he
requested approval of Ret. BGen Larry Dilda as nominee for the AFC&ATC Assoc Hall of Honor.
Doug began a roll call of the Board to give their reports. 

First was Vice Director Gerry Sonnenberg who explained his roll the past year toward learning
and participating in the weekly electronically generated activities of the Board. He had no
formal report to present. 
Treasurer Cindy Allison presented copies of her annual Financial Statement and Assets
Statement. She gave an elaboration on the pertinent figures, and expressed continued overall
financial soundness of our situation. She updated the Board on the progress with the Knoxville
CPA firm toward standardization and simplification of our annual IRS non-profit filings.  Cindy
gave concern about any further reduction of cash assets by weaknesses in expense control.
Executive Secretary Bob Akard had no business but to continue in depth discussions of assets
erosions, his abhorrence to deficit spending, and Board responsibility for budget planning as
the planners and spenders. After many exchanges ED Donnell asked it be tabled until budget is
called as a topic.  BX Officer Bill Cassatt gave his progress of implementing computerizing
inventory control, and explanation of new purchases and successes in convention and mail
sales. His remarkable work was applauded by the Board.

Director of Membership Walt McLain reported the statistical facts on declining and present
membership. He gave the numbers on expiring memberships for Jan. 2013, average expected
new members, drop outs each year, and expected dues.  Sgt-at-Arm Al Dumont was elected but
was not present due to family crises. Susie Twedt was appointed as the Association Historian,
replacing Gene Sheridan.  Director of Information Gen. Gerry Prather had no formal report.
At this point ED Doug Donnell resumed his agenda with the continuance of budget discussions.
Following a member by member discussion, he then concluded that was no appreciable
reduction of spending availing today for the current need for the membership. He proposed
and gained approval for the ABOSLUTE development of hard numbers in Knoxville that will
budget spending within income. We then had a brain storming cession on methods to obtain
and retain membership.  Among those were special recognition of Continuing Contributors as
Life Members and selling of limited selective advertisements in our semi-annual
Communicators.  The Board meeting was then declared closed until Sept. 19, 2013 in Knoxville. 
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Basla, Barbara, Mrs. Michael

Beers, Rex H.

Bobroff, Allen

Carpenter,John C.

Dempsey, “Gracie”, Mrs. Derrel

Duncan, William B.

Dunn, Gordon E.

Franklin, William A.

Giddings, Glenn

Gillis, Richard T. “Dick”

Gilstrap, Marcus

Hendricks, Richard

The Chaplain's Corner

Refuse to fall down.

If you cannot refuse to fall down,
refuse to stay down.
If you cannot refuse to stay down
lift your heart toward heaven
and like a hungry beggar,
ask that it be filled,
and it will be filled.
You may be pushed down.
You may be kept from rising.
But no one can keep you
from lifting your heart
toward heaven -
only you.
It is in the midst of misery
that so much becomes clear.
The one who says nothing good
came of this,
is not yet listening.

refuse to fall down - clarissa pinkola estés

Missed Roll Call
(Since the June 2012 Communicator)

Hooper, Norbert R. “Bob”

Lynch, Robert W.

Jackson, Donald W.

Gray, Walter D. Major - KIA

Richardson, Harry W.

Rutkowski, Edward

Sanders, Hugh

Schofield, Paul

Schweers, Albin H. Brig. Gen
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MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR REPORT
(November 2012)

We have gained 21 new members since 1 April 2012.    Our current active membership stands
at 1654.  52 members have renewed since 1 April 2012.  As of 9 October 2012 we have 177
whose dues will expire in 2012.  Since Jan 2011 our membership has decreased from 1880 to
1654.  This decrease of 226 members was caused primarily by dues expirations.

Please check the address label on your latest Communicator to see when your dues expire.  (i.e. 12-(first
name) indicates dues expire 31 Dec 12.  Some will show e.g. 1012 - (first name) which indicates 31 October
2012 expiration.)  In order to receive your June 2013 Communicator you must renew by 1 April 2013.  
Please refer all membership questions to Walt McLain 865-690-0479 or email aacsmbrship@comcast.net

New Members and Renewals:  Make checks payable to AF Comm ATC Assn
Mail to:  AF Comm ATC Assn 4514 Haverty Drive Knoxville, TN 37931-3657

RECRUIT - RECRUIT - RECRUIT

Applications are available in each Communicator, on our web site and from Walt McLain
by calling 865-690-0479 or emailing requests to aacsmbrship@comcast.net

RENEW - RENEW - RENEW

Walt McLain
Director for Membership

TREASURERS REPORT
(as of June 30, 2012)
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Robert (Bob) Mead's 1st 30 days Overseas ?

I departed New York by Troop Ship at the end of August 1946 for Germany.  We landed in
Bremerhaven, Germany the beginning of September.  We
got on a troop train that had a broken window and we
boarded it up.  It was a 3rd class car so we had fun !!  It
took us 2 days to get to Furstenfelldbruck AB, just outside
of Munich.  We stayed there 3 days and boarded a train for
Paris.  We spent the night in Paris and the next morning we
left for Rome, Italy.  We arrived in Rome just in time to go
to bed.  The next morning we left for Naples that had an
AACS replacement depot.  We stayed in Naples for two
weeks before we got on a C-47 to Casablanca, Morocco
which was the AACS Hq for the area.  We stayed there for a
couple of days and flew to Algeria.  The Air Base was near
a village called Maison Blanche (it is now the International
Airport, about 25 miles from downtown, Algiers). 

A 6X6 went into town each night and brought girls back to
out base club. Our AACS outfit consisted of about 33 troops,
our CO was a Lt Alpine and we had a Staff Sgt, but the rest of
us were “P-ONS”. The Casbah was in Algiers, which I visited
often (You must have heard the old saying, “Take me back to
the Casbah). This was a pretty nice tour of duty that lasted
about 6 months until they closed the air base in early April
1947.  We said good bye to the “Girls” and got on an AACS B-
17 and flew to Germany (Faulbeuren) which was another
AACS replacement depot. We just sat around and waited for
an assignment.  I was assigned to Munich Riem Airport about
the time the Berlin Airlift started.  I was assigned to the
1972nd AACS Squadron and in April 1949 they formed the
1812th AACS Group there to support the airlift bases. I rotat-
ed in November 1951 and was assigned to the 1917th AACS
Sq, Westover AFB, MA.

THIS IS MY STORY AND
CAN YOU TOP THE 1ST 30
DAYS OVERSEAS ?



Ham Report for November 2011

It has been decided that due to
the lack of interest in Ham
activities and low attendance,
the “Ham Room” has been dis-
continued.   If attendance is up,
a table will be set aside for the
hams in the Hospitality Room.   

The Board of Directors voted to
delete the requirement for a
Ham Room at
conventions/reunions.  We will
continue to publish the radio
frequencies until we know that there is no activity on the net.

There is currently no “Ham Coordinator” to coordinate activities.
If you want to volunteer, contact Dough Donnell, Executive Director.
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An unusual GCA Save

Hank,
I see a couple of letters in the Communicator from pilots thanking GCA for an approach in bad weather. I thought
that you might be interested in an approach where the pilot never knew that he was helped by GCA. 
In 1956 I was a radar repairman stationed with the 1274th AACS Squadron at Dreux AFB in France. We were opera-
tional from 0800 hours to 2400 hours except if there was an emergency request where we would contact the radar
officer and wake up an operator. Normally we used the time from Midnight to 0800 for routine maintenance. We
would often have time to just sit and talk. We usually had the tower frequencies on the radio. One night at around
0300 there was a call from a pilot who had lost his navigational equipment. He was requesting an ADF (Auto-Radio
Direction Finding) approach. I looked at the screen and could see the plane flying the emergency triangular pat-
tern. I could see that the plane was well beyond the ADF range. Windy, the control tower operator tried a couple of
times to locate the plane but was unsuccessful. I quickly called the tower and told Windy that I had the plane on
the scope and gave him the location. He gave the pilot commands as if it were an ADF approach and between us
brought the plane into the base. Later, the pilot told the tower that this was the Best ADF approach he had ever
made.

Chris Miller
(Host 2007 Convention/Reunion, Las Vegas, NV)
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NEW ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
At the Annual 2012 General Business Meeting, San Antonio, Texas, we re-elected, elected
and/or appointed the following individuals to the positions indicated:

Jerry Sonnenberg         - Vice Director
Gerald Prather  - Director for Information
Al Dumont - Sergeant-at-Arms
Susan “Susie” Twedt    - Historian

The Board of Directors and our membership thank Bill Bethea and Gene Sheridan for all the
years they served as the Sgt-at-Arms and our Historian.  They did a great job and we owe them
a big “Well Done”.
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Donations Since June Communicator:

Rotolo, Feingold, Sells, John & Helen Jean, John & Mildred Hunt,
Hank Sauer,  Forrester, Richard Anderson,  Jim Weber, Bill Hammond,

Gen Prather , Unknown Donor
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The Life Blood of the Air Force Communicators
and Air Traffic Control Association
Maintaining Membership Numbers:

New Members Important Renewals are Critical

If we are to maintain this association members must pay attention to
membership expiration dates and renew their memberships in a timely manner. 

Since our soul source of income is membership dues and donations by members,
renewals and new members' dues are critical to the continued operation of the
organization.  The web site and the Communicator are solely supported by this income.

Please pay close attention to your membership expiration dates and renew in a timely
manner.   Your expiration date is indicated on your membership card and on the
address label of your Communicator.  On the membership card the expiration date is
shown in the lower right hand corner as month/year (i.e. 11/2012) on the address label
it will be shown in the following formats:

Year  12-First Name, Last Name
Address
City, State, Zip Code

0r:
Month/Year    1112-First Name, Last Name

Address
City, State, Zip Code

Or:
Life Member    LM-First Name, Last Name

Address
City, State, Zip Code

If you are due to renew in 2012 please do so by 1 April 2013 to insure that you receive
your June 2013 Communicator which will contain the 2013 Convention Information.

For those who make periodic or regular donations we appreciate your continued
support.  You can be assured that your donations are critical to the continued
operation of this great organization.

Walt McLain, Director for Membership, Air Force Communicators
and Air Traffic Control Association
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“America- Paradise Lost”

How many times have we heard people say, “This is not the America in which I grew up.”  David
Gergen, an advisor to both Democrat and Republican Presidents agrees, “Those of us who are
older - born close to midcentury - grew up in an America were there was a general consensus that the
United States was a great nation, that you could be a success if you worked hard and played by the
rules, that government had a positive role to play when trouble hit, and that politics must stop at the
water's edge as we united against dangerous enemies” But, the tumultuous events of the 1960's and
1970's played a role in the collapse of that common purpose and America became a fractured nation.
There are now those who would divided the nation politically, divide it through class warfare, divide it
racially; and even attempt to divide it by making comparisons about women who work and those who
are stay-at-home-moms. Home grown terrorists kill for the sake of killing, drug traffic rises, political
correctness prevails over common sense, young people drive the streets at night looking for someone
to beat up just for the thrill,  those whom we entrust our children too often abuse these children, moral
values seem not to matter, those in Washington spend millions of dollars of tax payers money for fun
and games as if it were their own, American history is being lost, and many of those in the nation's
capitol and around the country wish to change America and make it more like many of the  socialists
countries of Europe, and the list goes on. This not the America many of us grew up in. 

The Founding Fathers never expected the United States of America to be a utopia. They framed
the Constitution “in order to form a more perfect union, insure domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote general welfare and receive the Blessings of Liberty.” No doubt, that in
1789 there were disputes as to how this could come about, but, today the divisiveness has grown to
such proportions  that the nation is on the path to disaster and an American way of life that so many
fought and died to preserve is in the balance.

Few nations fear the might of America despite its' superior military power. Our military is being
continually being downsized to were it could become a paper tiger. The  claim of Defense Secretary,
Leon Panetta, that we can adequately handle world crisis and defend this nation with a smaller military
is suspect. America is $16 Trillion dollars in debt which threatens our national security, entitlement
programs are on the way to bankruptcy, and there are those in Washington from the President on down
who want to spend more, borrow more and tax more. Many of those in  the seats of power think more
about reelection than they do the welfare of the country. David Gergen suggests that our fractured
government is a refection of our society, “Perhaps we give too little attention to the basic notion that
our politicians are also a reflection of the public they represent. As the old saying goes, we get the
president we deserve - and usually the Congress, too.”

Bill Bradley, former U.S. Senator from New Jersey, goes much further with a strong indictment of
those running the government, “People are tired of being taken for granted. They yearn for leaders who
will level with them, not pander to them. There is a difference between a leader and a celebrity. People
are tired of seeing money interests raiding the U.S. Treasury in collusion with members of Congress
(and their staff), who when they leave office are employed as lobbyists by the very industries whose
interests they promoted in Congress. Only the people can free our government from the clutches of
those interests, or the future will be hijacked by a combination of greed, self indulgence and excuse
making. The government will no longer belong to the people, and the people will suffer.” 

Remember the words of Abraham Lincoln, America will never be destroyed from the outside. If
we falter and lose our freedom it will be because we destroyed ourselves.  

Carl J. Asszony NJVETERAN30@Gmail.com  
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WHAT YOU MISSED AT SAN ANTONIO.
36TH  ANNUAL CONVENTION/REUNION  

St. Anthony's Riverwalk Hotel
September 19-23, 2012 

All had a great time…

2012 Inductees to the “Hall of Honor'
Maj General Dale Meyerrose

Brig General Bruce Bohn
Brig General Larry Dilda

General Farman Golf Champion - Bill Bethea
Ladies Champion - Mary Aagesen

The Thomas F. Buckley Service Award 
John Flaherty & Julie Braun

The “Landosky” Quilt - Charles Doering

See what you missed in the photos to follow…
Plan on coming to the 2013 Annual Convention/Reunion

“The HOLIDAY INN Downtown Hotel”
KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE (Sept 18 - 22, 2013)

Hosts:  Hank Sauer & Bob Akard

Come & meet old friends and make new ones…
See the Web Site WWW.AFCOMMATC.ORG for a preview of KNOXVILLE
attractions and for REGISTRATION FORMS in April 2013 and full details

in the June 2013 Communicator.
“Fellowship in the Company of Equals”
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Maj General
Susanne Vautrinot

Commander 24th AF
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2012 Wounded Warriors Olympics 

Joe Duffy, Bill Bethea & Hank Sauer were privileged to attend the games at the
Air Force Academy April 30 - May 5, 2012.  Joe & Bill were volunteers and your

editor was a spectator (I filled out the volunteer form wrong).
Lt. General Harry Raduege's firm “Deloitte” was the “Presenting Sponsor”

It proved to be an event all of us will remember for a long time.  There were no
“Warriors” who gave up, they made us all proud to have

been part of our Military Community.
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2012 Wounded Warriors Continued…
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Surprise Presentation in the PENTAGON
On May 4, 2012, Marine, Robert Cox (who is Don's grandson) surprised ex-Air Force 29150

and Clerk for the Base Comm Complex, 1876th Comm Sq, Tan Son Nhut, AB, RVN, 1968/1969
with the presentation of a Shadow Box by Major General Earl Matthews (an Association Life
Member), in the Pentagon.  Paul Blood, was the organizer of this surprise event. This was a
complete surprise and Don's first visit ever to the Pentagon and the DC area. During Don's
assignment in the 1876th he worked for Hank Sauer and the OICs Colonels (then Captains)

Bob Gibson and Jack Higgins.
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Aagesen, Ed
Aagesen, Mary
Agan, Andres
Akard, Bob
Allison, Cindy
Anderson, Gene
Anderson, Richard
Asbill Jr., Morris W
Asbill, Jackie
Bernier, Sheila
Babyak, Dave
Bacchieri, Roger
Bacchieri, Edie
Bennett, William
Benson, Sherman
Best, Willie
Bernier, Sheila
Bethea, Bill
Bethea, Pauline
Billy, Phyllis
Blackburn, Tom
Blackburn, Nikki
Bordeaux, Debbie
Bottoms, Jean
Brace, Richard
Brace, Jean
Braun, Julie
Cassatt, William
Collie, George
Collie, Eleanor
Dabrow, Kenneth
Dalton, Kathy
Dennehy, Timothy
Dilda, Larry
Dilda, Mike
Dillon, Jesse
Doering, Charles
Donnell, Douglass
Donnell, Francie
Domenico, Ann
Doyle, Claude
Doyle, Flossie
Duffy, Joseph
Casias, Isabel
Earl, Gerald
Earl, Elizabeth
Eldridge, Jack
Eldridge, Marilyn
Eledge, Arlene
Elwell, Rex
Elwell, Margaret
Farmer, James
Feibelman, Jay
Feibelman, Nancy
Finleon, Michael
Flaherty, John
Forrestor, Richard
French, Raymond
French, Barbara
Garcia, Robert
Garcia, Barbara
Giles, James
Giles, Larry
Giles, Julie
Giles, Jacob
Giles, Lauren Rose

Goldberg, Edward
Gran, Greg
Gran, Sandy
Groce, Chet
Groce, Rhoda
Guignard, Bob
Guignard, Barb
Gunn, David
Gunn, Elizabeth
Hamm, Lester
Hammett, Bill
Heister, Larry
Heister, Zoe
Honor guard
Hoyt, George
Hoyt, Gloria
Hunt, John J.
Hunt, Mildred
Hunter, Michael
Hyche, Chris
Jean, John
Jean, Helen
Johnston, Gerald
Kania, Gilbert
Kania, Eileen
Kirkpatrick, Craig
Kirkpatrick, Elaine
Kolterman, Thomas
Kolterman, Nell
Korynta, James A
Korynta, Mai-Lin
Kovach, David
Kovach, Cheryl
Lampe, George
Lampe, Pam
Landosky, Norma
Landosky, Virgina
Laster, Johnny Sr.
Laster, Terrell
Laster, Mikal
Mace, Karl
Mace, Clara
Maluda, John
Maluda, Kitty
Marchant, Gerald
Marchant, Regina
McAlum, Gary
McCracken, Mac
McCracken, Germaine
McLain, Walt
McLain, Carolyn
Mead, Robert
Miller, Larry
Moreiko-Gagen, Janet
Gagen, Tom
Morey, Alton A
Niezgoda, Joe
Niezgoda, Barbara
Nobrega, Americo
Parcenue, Byron 
Parcenue, Janet
Petty, Larry
Petty, Mary
Phillips, Stan
Phillips, Jo-Ann
Phillips, Debbie

Pickering, Robert
Pickering, Irene
Plant, Ralph (Ed)
Poirier, Bill
Poirier, Leslie
Prather, Gerald
Pristash, John
Quezada, Rafael
Raduege, Harry
Raduege, Julee
Rainey, Ephrain
Rainey, Rita
Rattell, Glenn
Rausch, Emily
Rowden-Rattell, April
Reid, Rick
Reid, Maggie                                  
Rausch, Emily
Reiff, Ken
Reiff, Linda
Robinson, Bill
Robinson, Sandy
Robinson, James W
Rossman, Michael
Rossman, Barbara
Sauer, Hank
Schaab, John
Schaab, Janice
Seeks, Donald
Seel, Bud
Seel, Mary Ann
Snyder, Robert
Snyder, PA
Sonnenberg, Gerald
Sonnenberg, Denise
Southwest Winds,
Spivey, Emerson
Spivey, Olive
Stevens, Steve
Stevens, Dorie
Stewart, William
Strand, Doug
Strand, Vivian
Sutton, James
Sutton, Yoko
Sweeney, Steven
Sweeney, Meg
Travis, Richard
Twedt, Susan
Vautrinot, Suzanne
Keller, Bill
Weber, James
Weber, Frances
Welch, Paul
Welch, Rebecca
Whited, Jennie
Wilson, David
Wilson, Petra
Witt, Buford (Randy)
Witt, Margaret (Peggy)
Wray, Matthew J
Wray, Mary Kay

Attendees at the 2012 Annual Convention/Reunion
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Emerson P. Whaley

Emerson P. “Pete” Whaley called last night … Pete used to be a control tower operator at King One Eight.  He arrived there
in mid 1952 and I hadn't talked to him face-to-face or on the phone since 1953. 
Pete's last email to me was on April 21, 2008.  He went “off the air” about the time his wife died.  Hadn't heard from him
since and then right after Ray Buday called last night … here comes Pete's call … a bolt from the blue … what a pleasant
surprise! 

Our acquaintance at K-18 … 59 years ago … was brief but long enough for him to teach me a few things about my new
job.  For now let me say that I owe him a lot … he says I don't … I think I do.  The last time I talked to him over the tele-
phone was also 59 years ago.  His advice to me in that phone call, from his tent during my first shift in the tower at K-18,
probably saved the lives what was left of an Invader crew … a midwatch (0000I to 0600I) … very low ceiling with one
engine feathered.  The pilot was hit … as I remember he was dead … this is bad since the B-26 only carried one pilot …
the navigator in his right seat was driving.  Pete advised me to turn on the ceiling light … a searchlight … and tell the pilot
to spiral down.  This advice came after “nav” had missed two approaches.  I think the application of power woke up the
whole base including Pete since I vaguely remember one phrase from the conversation … 'we're trying to sleep down here'
or something similar.  

The wreckage remained relatively intact … and all but the pilot walked away.  The AC&W guys, up on the hill, probably led
the plane through the dark to K-18, as they did for many.  I wonder if any of the pilots ever tipped their hats to those guys
… they were good ... I kinda suspect they were just taken for granted … Pete and I talked for a long time … he told of his
26 years of service … mostly in the USAF … two tours in Vietnam … his life in the country near Nacona, TX … his dog with
which he walks a lot and how he used to fish a lot.  He retired in 1975 … enlisted in 1951 … had some earlier time in the
Guard after he fibbed about his age … his Guard unit discharged him (under age) when they were ordered to Korea at the
start of the war. 
He also said at K-18 he spent a lot of time with the USN guys at FASRON-11 … they had a TBM Avenger … they called it
“The Turkey” and it was flown by a CPO.  Pete was invited by the chief to fly up to Wonsan harbor … an island emergency
strip behind enemy lines to pick up a downed pilot.  The chief said it was just a milk run.  Pete couldn't find Lt. Roy Lane
our detachment commander (DETCO) to obtain permission.  Not being able to find
Lt. Lane Pete went on the “milk run” to the island anyway.

Unknown to Pete … the enemy had a huge railroad gun pointed at the strip on the
island … a beach … when any plane landed they rolled out the gun and fired one
round then rolled it back into the tunnel.  Our cruisers laid for this gun but as far
as I know they never got it.
The Seabees had constructed revetments near the strip and all aircraft were placed
in one … the enemy couldn't tell which one … a shell game … everyone took cover
until the round was fired and work resumed.  Bill Leisher, FASRON-11, filled me in
on this. Pete's welcoming “round” hit near the Avenger and peppered it good.  Pete
told the chief he'd be court-martialed if he missed his upcoming shift in the tower
and off they went in a wounded “Turkey”.  Pete remembers they had gear problems
approaching K-18 but got down OK.  Bill says he remembered seeing the “battle
damage” holes in the airplane.

Pete says he still remembers Lt. Lane's “words” when he learned about this “milk
run”.
Needless to say we talked a lot … about K-18 … our youth and subsequent life.
All-in-all July 17, 2012 was a great day for me … Pete and Ray called … Ray's
gonna be OK after losing his home to the Colorado Springs forest fire; and Emerson
P. Whaley is back in the fold … The “Nats” won with a homerun in the bottom
of the 11th and my daughter-in-law celebrated her birthday in Ocean City, MD
and I remembered it in time to get her a card before she gets back.
After I made my plans to attend AirVenture 2012 (Oshkosh) … got an invita-
tion from DoD 60th Anniversary of the Korean War Commemoration
Committee.  They are having a ceremony at Arlington on July 27th.  The pur-
pose is to remember the 59th Anniversary of the signing of the Korean War
Armistice … and our “heroes”.  I'm flying back home early from Oshkosh and
plan to be there.  I'll take some pictures and share what I can with you.  I'll be
thinking of those that have gone on … before us …

Jim Davis, USAF 1952 - 1956 - CAA/FAA 1956 - 1990
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Some “stats” from our History

The Growth of AACS to AFCC (52 years)

The growth of AACS to AFCC from 1938 to 1990 was significant in the evolution of
modern communications and air traffic control systems in addition to the US

response to the “Cold War”.

1938 AACS -  199 assigned personnel, which was 0.9% of the AF.
1990 AFCC -   55,659 assigned personnel, which was 6.9% of the AF
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CHRISTMAS 1969 - PLEIKU RVN

Seated: left to right: :S/Sgt Snyder, Sgt Bob Petersen and S/Sgt Patterson; Standing Sgt Szakel (sp)   

S/Sgt Barry Hall and an unnamed guest. Photographed by S/Sgt Ansley Stevens
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AF COMMUNICATORS & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION, INC.

OFFICE OF THE TREASURER
SEPTEMBER 23, 2012

TAX EXEMPT STATEMENT

This is to certify that ______________________________________________of the AF Communicators
& Air Traffic Controllers Association, Inc., is a member in good standing and was an official
delegate to a series of business meetings and communications and/or air traffic control
seminars at the 2012 Annual Convention, from September 20 through September 23, 2012 at
San Antonio, Texas. 

The meetings and seminars were conducted by and for the AF Communicators & Air Traffic
Controllers Association members for educational, social and humanitarian purposes and
included the review and approval of charitable donations as authorized for charitable
organizations under Section 501 (c) (19) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1994.   In addition,
the delegates voted for individual members to fill Board of Director positions that were
scheduled for mandatory elections and the Delegates also voted on Associations Constitution
and By Law changes, and other administrative changes as required by the Constitution and By
Laws.  No goods or services were provided to the delegates.

S/T
Cindy Allison, Treasurer
AF COMM & ATC Association, Inc.
ID 501 (C) (19), Employee Nbr: 38-3053651
State of Michigan, ID 814649
Certified by:   Executive Director

IF REQUIRED, SIGNED COPIES OF THIS FORM SHOULD BE REQUESTED FROM 
Cindy Allison, 691 Lawshe Rd, Senoia, GA 30276, afcommatctreasured@gmail.com

________________________________________________________________________________________
NOTE:CORE DATES FOR THE CONVENTION WERE THURSDAY (9/20)-SUNDAY(9/23)
NOTE:  Widows or Widowers of Life Members are Official Association Members.
Spouses of deceased members, who continue to pay annual dues are Official Association
Members.  All Members are responsible for complying with all IRS rules when submitting
US TAX FORM 1040. 

For use with itemized U.S Tax Form 1040 submissions IAW Current IRS PUBLICATIONS. Use the
most current IRS rules for authorized deductions for:
Automobile Mileage plus road and bridge tolls, Meals, Motel/Hotel costs, Airfare, Rental car,
parking, Convention registration and hotel gratuities.  YOU MUST KEEP RECEIPTS FOR
ALL EXPENTURES CLAIMED. You must be a member in good standing to claim any expenses.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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WHY DO WE GO TO REUNION'S?

“From all across the land we come, with just one thought in mind:
To share again the memories of the days we left behind.

Tis ten, or sixty years ago since we stood together at different places,
And said goodbye to friends we'd known in service, sweat and toll.

We are people, friends, and brothers of many different kinds;
But just for now we're veterans of this place and of another time.

Our friendships forged in danger and sometimes under fire,
The bond will last forever, explanation not required.

We will bow our heads in tribute to those not here today;
Those men whom we once knew as friends, who fell along the way.

Our ranks are growing thinner now, the passing years will tell;
We're brothers and we're veterans, who served our country well.
And so we meet, embrace and talk, and remember days of yore;
For there is just this deep desire to see our friends once more.
This may well be our last reunion, for some our last goodbye,

Till we meet again in heaven at the Knoxville Reunion in the SKY” 
(Original author unknown)
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PX/BX ITEMS
See PX/BX ORDER form on page 60 for prices, sizes and colors.

The AF Comm & ATC Wind Shirt is not shown, but it's the same as the AACS WS with a new patch.  

New Challenge Coin AACS PIN

AFComm/ATC HAT AFCommATC SHIRT AF CommATC SHIRT

Deluxe Patch Original Patch Command Patch

T-SHIRT                              

AF Comm & ATC Items
Blue Shirt        White Shirt                        Windshirts                  NEW JACKET (W/Zipper)
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AA Tall ATC Tale !!
I was only at K-55 for about 60 days (March and April 1953) and its been a
long time since 1953. Fox Roger may remember more about this subject. It
seems that some of the tower operators were already thinking about girls.
(surely the GCA guys wouldn't send for a pinup ... they expected pinups to
write to them). I remember an 8 x 10 black and white photo similar to the one
attached. Some poor soul had written to Dawn Addams and she'd sent him an
autographed photo.

It was posted on the orderly room bulletin board near Captain Ivy's office. I
barely noticed such things ... I was too busy trying to light a cigarettes off a

light gun bulb ... I wanted to learn how to smoke.
Jim Holtsclaw and Larry Fortier were too mission dedicated to think about girls too. 

Jim Davis, Retired Government Clerk
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Mission Statement

To foster continued awareness of the Air Force Communications and Air Traffic Control missions previously
accomplished by AACS, AFCS, AFCC, AFC4A, AFCA, AFFSA, other past & current Major Air Commands. To
provide a forum for educational and humanitarian services, to renew & make new friendships and to

exchange ideas of common interest concerning people and activities associated with Communications &
Air Traffic Control.  To fully support the goals and missions of the U.S. Air Force and to honor each year the

ATC Enlisted Manager and Communications/Information Professionals of the year as selected by the Air
Force.  Make charitable contributions to worthy veteran organizations or related causes.  Of significant
importance is to manage our Association to be a viable Association for those Officers/Airman/Civilians

serving today.

The Beginning

The initial meeting of what turned out to be the first AACS Association meeting was held in Columbus, Ohio
in 1977.  The meeting was hosted by “Emeritus” Larry Camp and his wife Doris.  This meeting came about as
a result of a conversation with “Dux” and Pearl LeDoux and was planned as a poker weekend in Columbus.
Some of the notables who were in attendance, and to whom we owe so much were; Hack Neal, Ken Klise,
Flash Gordon, Paul Haas, Glen Turner, Bob Dickerson, Max Mankofsky, Dux LeDoux, John Hoff, Ted Carlson,

Don Donnell & George Yunker, just to name a few.
This initial  group established the high standards that continues to drive the AF Communicators & Air Traffic
Controllers Association and we owe them and all the individuals who attended that first meeting/reunion, a

great big  “Thank You”.

AF COMMUNICATORS & AIR TRAFFIC CONTROLLERS ASSOCIATION
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTORS
AF Communicators & Air Traffic Controllers Association
(Formerly the AACS Alumni Association - 1977 - 2008)

1977 - 1978 Hack Neal (BGen)
1979 - 1980 Bob Dickerson (Col)
1981 - 1982 Joe Beler (Col)
1983 - 1984 Don Donnell (Col)
1985 - 1986 Wally Bailey (Col)
1987 - 1991 Bob Brewer (Col)
1992 - 1993 Cal Venable (Col)
1994 - 1997 Jasper Vaughn (Col)
1998 - 2001 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2002 - 2005 Dick Frye (Lt Col)
2006 - 2007 Hank Sauer (CMSgt)
2008 - 2011 Stan Phillips (SSgt)
2012 - Doug Donnell (Col)

“FELLOWSHIP IN THE COMPANY OF EQUALS”
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“CHECK YOUR ADDRESS LABEL TO SEE
THE DATE and/or YEAR YOUR DUES EXPIRE”

It's the number before your first name. The Year  ”12” depicts an expiration date of December 31,
2012.  You must renew by 1 April 2013 to receive the JUNE 2013 Communicator. Send dues to Walt

McLain 4514 Haverty Drive, Knoxville, TN 37931  •  Make check to AF Comm ATC Assn

QUESTION:  Who or what are we? The AF Communicators &
Air Traffic Controllers Association.

ANSWER:  An Association that is comprised of approximately 2,000 members
who began their service in the Army Air Corps and/or the Signal Corps before
WWII and who served in the first dedicated communications element to provide
communications and air traffic control as its primary mission and members who
have served since then in any communications or air traffic control unit,
including those serving today.  This new Army Air Corps organization was formed
in 1938 and was named the “Army Airways Communications System” (AACS).
During WWII, it was renamed the  “Air Communications Service” (ACS) and
placed under the then “Air Transport Command” and within months was renamed
once again as the “Airways and Air Communications Service” (AACS). In 1961,
AACS was elevated to a Major Air Command and renamed “Air Force
Communications Service” (AFCS).  In 1979, the name was changed to Air Force
Communications Command” (AFCC).  In the early 1990's the Air Force was
undergoing major reorganizations and realignment of functions and AFCC was
downsized and renamed the “Air Force Command, Control, Communications &
Computers Agency” (AFC4A) and shortly thereafter, was renamed the “Air Force
Communications Agency” (AFCA).  Also in the early 1990's, the Air Force created
the “Air Force Flight Standards Agency” (AFFSA), and reassigned air traffic
control responsibilities to this new Agency and to the Major Air Commands.  In
2009, AFCA was renamed the “Air Force Network Integration Center” (AFNIC) and
placed under the AF Space Command along with the newly created 24th Air
Force (for Cyber functions). Over the years since the AACS Alumni Association
was formed (1977) the membership criteria changed from individuals who only
served in AACS units, to include all communicators/information/cyber/air traffic
control, maintenance and support  skills regardless of what Major or Joint
Command an individual served in, including today's active duty personnel. All
Honors & awards still reside with AFNIC.

The motto of “Fellowship in the Company of Equals” is more than just words, but
the glue that holds us all together through the different decades.  The
Association is comprised of about 85% enlisted personnel and 15% officers,
which includes many General Officers, both active and retired.




